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1. Introduction

Critiquing the methodological processes underlying new critical approaches to the legacy of
eloquent rhetoric necessitates understanding the deviant ideas dominating rhetoric and identifying
the frameworks of suspicions to prevent such perspectives from infiltrating rhetoric. ‘Abid Jabiri
(1936), a Moroccan thinker, drawing on methods from Western religious studies and utilizing
modern humanities, developed the intellectual project of "Critique of Arab Reason™ across a wide
spectrum of Arabic heritage. In this regard, he addressed the distortion of linguistic sciences,
including rhetoric, under the pretext of engaging with heritage, and through a unified critical
approach and two different methods (divergent and convergent thoughts); he provides a critical
reading of the views of rhetorical thinkers. Jurjani (d. 471 AH) is among the rhetoric scholars who
falls under the divergent thought in the project of "Critique of Arab Reason,"” framing him negatively
by equating his rational method with the institutionalization of analogical thinking, which imposed a
type of stagnation on rhetoric.

2.Methodology:

In light of JabirT's epistemological perspective on the study of rhetoric, the present study aims to
explore how Jabir's critical reading and methodology regarding the two concepts of "Analogy" and
the "System of reasoning" of Jurjani are based on critical-thinking paradigms in the project of
"Critique of Arab Reason" using a qualitative approach and inductive method.

3. Results:

The This paper, based on the premise that JabirT's critical reading Jurjant's thought proceeds by
excluding Jurjant's rationality from the realm of expressive reason, has reached the conclusions that
JabirT's main opposition to ‘Abd al-Qahir lies in Jurjani's epistemology, which has an objectivist
foundation. On one hand, he views "Analogy" and the "System of reasoning" as the foundational
elements of Jurjant's epistemological approach, thereby defending it against other forms of
knowledge. JabirT sees no similarity between Jurjani and Aristotle, emphasizing the difference
between philosophical and religious methods; rather, he believes that Jurjani's method of reasoning
and inferences are foreign to the essence of rhetoric. In this context, he describes ‘Abd al-Qahir's
rational system as a dead form of reason in the study of rhetoric, lacking an independent identity
because of the necessity to adhere to meaning. As a result, Jabirl considers JurjanT's argumentative
formulation to represent a method of thinking that is governed by a type of subjectivism. He prefers
demonstrative analogy over expressive analogy for engaging with rhetoric; he argues that the basis
of expressive analogy is built on assumptions that lead to the primacy of view over method, whereas
logical analogy teaches the correct framework for thinking without the interference of any
assumptions. In fact, from JabirTs perspective, Jurjani has not approached rhetoric based on its
internal capacities and lacks any significant contributions. Ultimately, JabirT's belief regarding the
argumentative formulation of thought in Jurjant's work and the inclusion of him under a subjectivist
approach is flawed.

4.Conclusion:

Since the main objective of this research is to analyze the reading and methodology of Muhammad
Abed Jabri regarding the analogy and argumentative system of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani based on
critical-intellectual paradigms in the project of "Critique of Arab Reason," the studies indicate that
there is no overlap between the literature and the discussed topic, which can be explained in the
5.following studies:

BouzariNejad and Reyhani (2021) in their article, "Review and Critique of Muhammad Abed Jabri's
Critical Approach to Arab-Islamic Rationality," concluded that the mentalist approach dominates
Jabri's perspective, evident in his critical reading of Jurjani's thought. Ghabishavi (2018) in her thesis
titled "Muhammad Abed Jabri's Perspective on Understanding Religion Based on the Critique of
Arab Reason" provides a descriptive report of Jabri's intellectual project with a positive outlook,
while also analyzing the views of Jabri's critics. Noori (2014) in his thesis, "The Analysis and
Critiqgue of Muhammad Abed Jabri's View on Shi‘ism," examines Jabri's biased and pessimistic view
towards Shi‘ism. Junaidi Jafari and Jalali (2012) in their article, "Epistemology in the Trap of
Ideology: A Review and Critique of Muhammad Abed Jabri's View," consider one of the negative
aspects of Jabri's approach to be the dominance of ideology in the light of Critique of Arab Reason,
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where he bases his work on anti-Iranian and anti-Shi'ite sentiments. Abdul Latif (2004) in his book,
"Al-Turat wal-Nahda; Readings in the Works of Muhammad Abed al-Jaberi,” collected research
studies pertained to Jabri's project of Critique of Arab Reason. According to him, Jabri critiques the

Arab heritage using contemporary philosophical tools. This philosophical approach was also evident
in Jabri's reading of Jurjani's rhetorical opinions.
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Abstract

Humans utilize language for communication and the transmission of
thought, structuring their objectives and intentions within its framework.
Pragmatics, or the study of language use, prioritizes the communicative
functions of language. One such function is persuasion, achieved through
argumentative techniques that influence the syntactic structure of
sentences. Among modern grammatical theories, Simon Dik’s Functional
Grammar, later adopted by Ahmad al-Mutawakkil, adopts a pragmatic
approach to sentence structure, emphasizing the pragmatic roles and
communicative goals of linguistic elements. This descriptive-analytical
study investigates the interplay between argumentative techniques and
components of Functional Grammar in the Thirty-First Letter of Nahj al-
Balagha. The findings reveal that the interrogative focus in the letter
overlaps with rhetorical questioning, serving as a strategy to internalize
beliefs in the audience’s mind. The complementary focus aligns with
textual citations, functioning as a mechanism to expand the audience’s
semantic horizon and encourage action. The focal chain resembles a
pragmatic continuum, grading the hierarchical levels of argumentation
from Imam Ali’s (AS) perspective. Additionally, contrastive focus,
through focalization, establishes the groundwork for argumentation and
stabilizes reasoning. Modal adjuncts in Imam Ali’s (AS) discourse,
reflecting his commitment to the occurrence of events, play a role in
reinforcing or weakening argumentative propositions.
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1. Introduction

Within the landscape of modern grammatical theories, Simon Dik’s Functional Grammar (FG)
stands as a prominent model that prioritizes the communicative function of language over formal
syntactic autonomy. Unlike generative approaches that emphasize universal syntactic structures,
Functional Grammar adopts a pragmatic perspective, analyzing sentence structure in terms of how
linguistic elements serve the communicative goals of speakers and hearers. This framework was
subsequently adapted and refined by Ahmad al-Mutawakkil, who applied its principles to the
analysis of Arabic syntax, demonstrating how pragmatic factors such as topic, focus, and
information structure shape grammatical choices. Central to this approach is the understanding that
language is not an abstract formal system but a tool for social interaction, where every utterance is
shaped by the speaker’s intention, the audience’s knowledge state, and the broader discourse context.
This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine how argumentative techniques in the
Thirty-First Letter of Nahj al-Balagha intersect with the core components of Functional Grammar.
Nahj al-Balagha (The Peak of Eloguence), compiled by Sharif al-Radi (d. 1015 CE), is a seminal
collection of sermons, letters, and sayings attributed to Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS), the first Imam
of Shi’a Islam and the fourth Rightly Guided Caliph. Renowned for its unparalleled linguistic
beauty, rhetorical sophistication, and profound spiritual and ethical content, the text has been studied
for centuries as a masterpiece of Arabic prose. The Thirty-First Letter, in particular, is addressed by
Imam Ali (AS) to his son Imam Hasan (AS)—and, by extension, to humanity at large. It is a deeply
philosophical and ethical testament, integrating syntactic structures that are deliberately aligned with
pragmatic objectives. The letter addresses enduring themes such as divine piety (tagwa), moral
cultivation, monotheistic belief, the reality of mortality, and the transient nature of worldly life (al-
dunya).Through logical reasoning, compelling analogies, and emotionally resonant exhortations,
Imam Ali (AS) seeks to engage the audience intellectually, guiding them step by step toward
reflective contemplation and heartfelt acceptance of divine truth. The letter is not merely a passive
transmission of moral advice; it is an active rhetorical performance designed to persuade, transform,
and elevate the listener. In this sense, the Thirty-First Letter provides an ideal case study for
pragmatic analysis, as its linguistic features—question forms, focal structures, modal expressions,
and cohesive devices—are systematically deployed to achieve specific communicative effects.
However, a significant epistemological caution is necessary. Classical pragmatism, as developed by
philosophers such as Charles Sanders Peirce, William James, and John Dewey, is grounded in
materialist and utilitarian assumptions. Its core tenets—that truth is determined by practical
consequences, that meaning is equivalent to verifiability, and that metaphysical realities are
inaccessible or illusory—stand in fundamental conflict with the transcendental, revelation-based
worldview of religious texts like Nahj al-Balagha. Pragmatism’s skepticism toward absolute truths
and its anthropocentric focus on human experience as the sole measure of meaning cannot be
reconciled with Islamic epistemology, which affirms the existence of divine realities beyond
empirical verification. Therefore, this study employs pragmatic methodology in a strictly limited and
instrumental manner: solely as a linguistic and syntactic analytical tool. It adopts Functional
Grammar’s descriptive apparatus—such as the analysis of illocutionary force, topic and focus
articulation, and modal adjuncts—while explicitly rejecting the philosophical skepticism and
materialist foundations of pragmatism as a worldview. This methodological distinction is crucial:
one may use a pragmatic tool without endorsing a pragmatic philosophy, just as one can use a knife
without embracing the ideology of its maker. By maintaining this boundary, the study aims to
respect the theological integrity of the text while benefiting from modern linguistic precision.
2.Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, firmly grounded in pragmatic principles
understood as linguistic techniques rather than philosophical doctrines. The descriptive component
involves systematically identifying the syntactic and information-structural features present in the
Thirty-First Letter, while the analytical component interprets how these features function in relation
to the Imam’s overarching argumentative strategies.Data were collected exclusively from the Thirty-
First Letter of Nahj al-Balagha, using a reliable Arabic edition and a verified English translation for
reference. All sentences, clauses, and discourse units within the letter were examined for features
relevant to Functional Grammar, including focus types (interrogative, complementary, contrastive,
and focal chains), modal adjuncts, topic structures, and illocutionary force markers. These data were
then categorized and processed through qualitative content analysis, which allowed for the



Argumentative Techniques in the Thirty-First Letter of Nahj al-Balagha Based on Components of Functional ..... 27
identification of recurring patterns and thematic clusters. The argumentative techniques embedded in
the text—such as rhetorical questioning, exemplification, contrast, and logical sequencing—were
critically examined using the components of Functional Grammar as an analytical grid. This
methodological framework ensures that the analysis remains systematic, transparent, and replicable
while remaining sensitive to the unique rhetorical character of the text.

3.Results

The application of Functional Grammar analysis to the Thirty-First Letter of Nahj al-Balagha
yielded several significant findings, each demonstrating how syntactic choices serve pragmatic and
argumentative ends.Interrogative focus coincides with rhetorical questioning, aimed at eliciting the
audience’s acknowledgment of beliefs. Imam Ali (AS) frequently employs interrogative structures
not to request new information but to guide the addressee toward affirming already-known truths.
For example, rhetorical questions about the certainty of death or the futility of worldly attachments
compel the listener to internally assent, thereby strengthening their conviction.

Complementary focus synergizes with textual citations, broadening the audience’s understanding
and motivating action. By placing certain elements in complementary focus—such as contrasting the
fleeting nature of worldly pleasures with the permanence of the afterlife—the Imam expands the
cognitive frame of the audience. This technique, often reinforced by direct or indirect citations of
Qur’anic verses, serves not merely to inform but to move the listener from passive knowledge to
active moral commitment.Focal chains mirror pragmatic continua, hierarchically organizing
argumentative levels in Imam Ali’s (AS) discourse. The letter exhibits sequences of focused
elements that build upon one another in a logical cascade. For instance, a chain may begin with an
observation about human weakness, move to a reminder of divine omniscience, and culminate in an
ethical imperative. These focal chains reflect a hierarchical structuring of arguments, guiding the
audience through ascending levels of understanding.Contrastive focus, via focalization, stabilizes
argumentative meaning. Through the strategic use of contrastive particles and syntactic dislocation,
Imam Ali (AS) creates sharp oppositions—between believer and unbeliever, virtue and vice,
permanence and transience. This contrastive focus stabilizes meaning by eliminating ambiguity and
reinforcing the binary moral cosmology that underpins the letter’s message.Modal adjuncts reflect
Imam Ali’s (AS) epistemic commitment, either reinforcing or attenuating arguments. The use of
modal expressions (e.g., ‘“certainly,” ”

perhaps,” “indeed”) reveals degrees of certainty and
persuasive intent. Some modals strengthen assertions, communicating absolute conviction in divine
justice or the reality of resurrection. Others attenuate assertions, introducing humility or
acknowledging human limitation, thereby enhancing the Imam’s credibility as a compassionate
guide rather than a domineering preacher.

4.Conclusion

The Thirty-First Letter of Nahj al-Balagha exemplifies a rational, wisdom-oriented text that employs
strategies compatible with Functional Grammar to elevate the audience’s intellectual engagement,
foster deep contemplation, and achieve persuasive argumentation. Imam Ali (AS) masterfully
deploys interrogative focus, complementary focus, focal chains, contrastive focus, and modal
adjuncts to construct a discourse that is simultaneously logically rigorous and spiritually
transformative. The letter does not coerce belief but invites it through reasoned dialogue, emotional
resonance, and moral clarity.It must be reiterated that while pragmatic philosophy’s materialist and
skeptical assumptions fundamentally conflict with Islamic epistemology, which affirms revelation,
divine transcendence, and objective moral truth, the methodological tools of pragmatism—when
properly delimited—remain valid for syntactic and textual analysis. By rejecting pragmatism’s
philosophical foundations while selectively adopting its analytical framework, this study
demonstrates how Imam Ali’s (AS) discourse transcends mere linguistic structure to cultivate
profound moral and intellectual transformation. The Thirty-First Letter, therefore, stands not only as
a religious document but as a timeless model of how language, when wielded with wisdom, can
shape hearts and minds toward the highest ends. Future research might extend this pragmatic-
linguistic approach to other letters or sermons in Nahj al-Balagha, or compare the argumentative
techniques of Imam Ali (AS) with those of other classical moral philosophers from both Islamic and
Western traditions.
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1. Introduction

Kamal Nasir, a prominent contemporary Palestinian poet, is recognized as the collective voice
of his people during times of occupation and resistance. His poetry not only articulates the
pains, hopes, and struggles of his nation but also serves as a mirror to his profound human and
political worldview. One effective approach to uncovering the hidden layers of meaning and
cognition in his poetry is through the lens of cognitive linguistic tools, particularly Mark
Johnson’s theory of "image schemas." This study aims to delineate the lines of Nasir’s poetic
worldview by analyzing the image schemas that dominate his social poetry.

Johnson’s theory of image schemas, a cornerstone of cognitive linguistics, posits that humans’
primary bodily and sensory experiences in interacting with the world form fundamental
structures known as “image schemas."” These are simple, abstract, and foundational meaning
structures based on physical experiences (such as up/down, in/out, motion, contact). Johnson
argues that many complex and abstract human concepts (like power, time, social relations,
justice) are understood and expressed through the projection and combination of these basic
schemas. This theory offers a powerful tool for poetic analysis, as poetry inherently relies on
sensory imagery and spatiotemporal structures to convey nuanced meanings. In this research,
three key image schemas that appear to play a central role in Nasir’s social poetry are examined:
the Container schema, the Force schema, and the Path schema. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical method grounded in Johnson’s framework, focusing on representative samples of
Nasir’s socially engaged poems.

The Container schema in Nasir’s poetry is strongly associated with the concepts of shared grief
and collective identity. Palestine is depicted as a large, confined container—a prison, a camp, an
occupied land—where its people are trapped and imprisoned. This imagery is reinforced by
metaphors such as "closed prison," "bullet-ridden," "high walls," and "constricted space." Pain
and suffering are portrayed as a heavy, dense substance flowing within this "container." The
container schema also defines the collective identity of the Palestinian people as a unified whole
enclosed against the enemy, conveying a sense of solidarity and shared experience.The Force
schema, particularly in its blockage form, is the most prominent and vivid schema in Nasir’s
poetry. It directly refers to concepts like the occupying enemy, imperialism, the formation of a
Jewish state, and steadfastness. The enemy (Zionists, occupiers) is portrayed as a powerful
"opposing force" that seeks to obstruct movement and freedom. In contrast, the Palestinian
people and freedom fighters are depicted as resistant forces and repelling agents against this
pressure. This schema also conveys indefatigability and resilience as inherent, inner strengths of
the resistance fighters. The Path schema, which involves concepts of "path,"” "origin,"
"destination," "motion," and "speed," encompasses ideas of return to homeland, advancement
(toward death or a goal), and the passage of time. The return of Palestinians to their homeland is
a long-cherished wish and ultimate destination within this schema, often accompanied by the
obstacles and hardships of the force schema. The advance of death toward them is depicted as
an inevitable yet resistible motion. The swift passage of time and the long wait for return are
also expressed through this schema. The analysis of image schemas reveals a coherent and
multifaceted worldview in Kamal Nasir:

Struggle for Human and Social Rights: This is the core of his worldview. The Force schema
(resistance against pressure) and the Container schema (collective grief within confinement)
directly reflect this struggle for liberation and social justice.

Faith in the Capabilities of Fighters: The Force schema (resistant and resilient forces) and the
Path schema (advancing toward a goal, return) demonstrate the poet’s faith in the people’s and
fighters’ ability to achieve victory and reclaim their rights.

Indomitability: This trait, reflected in the Force schema (repelling and resilient forces) and the
Container schema (standing firm against internal pressure), is portrayed as an innate and
undeniable aspect of Palestinian identity.
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Love for Community: Love for land, people, and collective ideals is expressed through the
Container schema (solidarity in grief and shared identity) and the Path schema (return to
homeland as a final destination and expression of love). This love is the primary motivation for
struggle and resistance.

2.Conclusion

Analyzing Kamal Nasir’s social poetry through Johnson’s theory of image schemas
demonstrates how humans’ primary bodily and sensory experiences (volume, force, motion) are
transformed into foundational meaning structures. This allows the poet to articulate the social,
political, and human complexities of his world—especially the Palestinian condition—with
depth and vivid imagery. The Container schema encapsulates grief and identity within
confinement; the Force schema forms the axis of conflict, resistance, and defiance against
oppression; and the Path schema conveys hope of return, the passage of time, and motion
toward destiny. The dominance of the Force schema, especially in its blockage form, reflects the
harsh reality of occupation and relentless struggle in Nasir’s world. His worldview, emerging
from these schemas, is a dynamic blend of unyielding struggle for human and social rights, firm
faith in the capabilities of fighters, inherent indomitability, and deep, sacrificial love for
community and homeland. This worldview transforms his poetry from a mere literary document
into a cognitive and spiritual tool for understanding and engaging with the socio-political
realities of his society.
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The ancient Greek heritage and especially the myths of that land have an
active presence in contemporary Palestinian poetry and are considered
one of the important instruments of that poetry. The myth of Icarus is one
of the important myths that has attracted the attention of Palestinian poets.
This myth, due to having a set of contradictory concepts in it, including
captivity by the enemy, passion for flight, trying to overcome adverse
conditions, ascensionism, desire for immortality on the one hand, and
narcissism, false self-confidence, Paying attention to the advices of wise
old man and the fall and failure on the other hand, provided this ground
for the mentioned poets to take inspiration from that ancient experience
and outline their wishes with a new look, considering the political and
social conditions governing Palestine. and discuss their personal and non-
personal experiences and convey their mental concepts to poetic
audiences with a more artistic interpretation. In the light of the prominent
presence of the myth of Icarus in contemporary Palestinian poetry and the
important role of that mythical figure in conveying some concepts, the
present research tries to reveal the reading of the myth of Icarus by
contemporary Palestinian poets with a qualitative approach and
descriptive-analytical method. The poets who were inspired by the above-
mentioned myth in six songs are Ezzeddin Manasera, Samih Al-Qasim
and Jabra Ibrahim Jabra. The investigation shows that the studied poets
have involved the mythical character of Icarus more in the dark and
dramatic atmosphere and that character is mainly responsible for bitter
political and social experiences.
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1. Introduction

How writers draw inspiration from the heritage of the past and how they use their experiences to
express and depict new experiences has always been and is one of the important and prominent
issues in literary criticism. The study shows that contemporary Arabic poetry in general, and
contemporary Palestinian poetry in particular, is built on the elements of the six heritages of
myth, religion, history, literature, folklore, and Sufism, and poets have professionally used that
source to reflect ideology, beliefs, and various personal and impersonal experiences, in order to
authenticize their literary work and empower poetic expression, while presenting a solid and
original poem of their vision, and to show their knowledge and awareness of that heritage to the
audience .One type of heritage that has found a prominent place in contemporary Palestinian
poetry and has attracted the special attention of the poets of that land is the ancient heritage of
myth, which itself is divided into two parts: Eastern myths and Western myths. Apart from the
Eastern myths used in contemporary Palestinian poetry - which itself requires another
independent discussion - Western myths, and especially Greek myths, have a strong and
impressive presence in that poetry, bearing the burden of many concepts and experiences of the
poets of that land and playing an undeniable role in the artistic and symbolic expression of the
concepts they intend. One of the most important myths used in Palestinian poetry, which has
had a strong presence in poetry and has attracted the attention of contemporary poets of that
stricken land, is the Greek myth of Icarus. It is worth noting that the aforementioned myth has
been used in contemporary Arabic poetry under other names such as Akarus (by Abbas
Mahmoud Akkad), Ikar (by Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, 1zz al-Din al-Manasra and Adonis), and
Ikarus (by Jabra Ibrahim Jabra).

2. Methodology

Given the special attention paid by contemporary Palestinian poets to the myth of Icarus and the
prominent role of its legacy in the formation and transmission of various concepts, this study
aims to uncover the readings of the studied poets of the myth in question using a descriptive-
analytical method and answer these two central questions: First, what aspects of the myth of
Icarus have contemporary Palestinian poets focused on? Second, what was the purpose or
purposes of recreating the aforementioned myth in the poetry of the studied poets? It is worth
mentioning that I1zz al-Din Manasra in two poems, "The Road to Damascus" and "The Waxing
of lcarus's Liver", Samih al-Qasim in three poems, "A Funeral in Three Ashes", and
"Guantanamo™ and "The Fatigue of Metals", and Jabra Ibrahim Jabra in his poem "lcarus" were
inspired by the aforementioned myth, all of which are part of the study community of this study.
3. .Results:

While Manasra built his new text on the structure of the Greek mythological heritage, he also
had his own innovations; that, contrary to the original, not his wings but his liver were formed
from wax, that, contrary to his mythological fate, he did not fall into the sea, but rather he
experienced an ascent to the sun and becoming one with a celestial plant, and that, contrary to
his past, which had a personal and individual concern, he has now pursued a collective
experience with a socio-political approach. This call, which has been accompanied by
intertextuality and familiarity, has brought about the dynamism of the present text and has
brought together originality and innovation.

By building the poem in question on the structures of the myth of Icarus, Samih Al-Qasim
connected the threads of his poetic text and was able to present a literary-political reading by
objectifying the concept of sacrifice and self-sacrifice from a historical event. He was able to
use the technique of "objective participation" by T. S. Eliot, distanced himself from the direct
and explicit expression of his feelings and ideology and, by intervening with the Greek
archetype, unveiled the new dream of the contemporary Icarus. It is worth mentioning that in
the poet’s view, the martyrdom of the contemporary Icarus (the Palestinian warrior) is a death
that brings another life and heralds another resurrection and uprising. It is with this view that he
will raise a cypress from the ashes of Icarus’ body and raise the banner of struggle and battle to
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ultimately achieve the desired freedom. Although Jabra Ibrahim Jabra initially tried to retell the
mythical experience of Icarus and the theme of his rise and fall, he ultimately instills in the
reader that today he and his contemporaries play the role of Icarus and strive to overcome the
aforementioned limitations and achieve their main and collective goal, which is liberation and
freedom. What distinguishes the Greek Icarus from the contemporary Palestinian Icarus (who
were numerous here) is that the problem facing the contemporary Icarus is a political one.
4.Conclusion

The study shows that this mythological story with keywords such as captivity, the idea of
liberation, the desire for flight, the desire for immortality, asceticism, false pride, aimless self-
esteem, narcissism, disregard for the advice of wise elders, unbalanced flight, failure and fall,
etc. created a suitable background for contemporary Arab poets in general, and contemporary
Palestinian poetry in particular, to take help from that source to express their concerns and
ideals in an objective manner, considering the special environmental conditions and the
relatively chaotic and incompatible situation of Arab society, and to convey their message to the
audience with a symbolic and cryptic expression. Contemporary Palestinian poets have had a
special focus on this myth, to the extent that it can be said that the myth of Icarus finds its main
identity in contemporary Palestinian poetry, and its invocation and application are recognized
among the poets of this lan.
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1. Introduction

The examination of literary signs within universal and global contexts yields more fruitful and
efficient results. Through this approach, one can uncover the dominant worldviews and the
formation of discourse within a text. In this regard, Yuri Lotman's theory of the semiotic sphere,
a Russian theorist, is worthy of attention and analysis. According to this theory, all signs are
interconnected and are reproduced within a specific and limited cultural and abstract space. This
sphere enables the correct analysis of signs and creates coherence within a literary text,
providing a suitable framework for the precise analysis of literary writings. Rejection,
distinction, and acceptance are the three main components of this theory, through which the
formation of

signs is examined and leads to the formation of the semiotic sphere.

2.Lotman's Theory

Lotman's theory stems from the approach of semiotics. "Semiotics has changed in recent
decades. One of its successes has been in the difficult path of joining history. Historical
understanding has become semiotic, and semiotic thinking has acquired historical
characteristics. Traditional historical research stems from the assumption that history is limited
to the past. Historical materials were placed in the past, the historian in the present, and the
reader in the future. History was seen as static or at least something that stopped when a
historical work was written. The semiotic approach aims to prevent this conventional
interruption in the historical process (Aeraji, Khazali, 2023: 37). It is noteworthy that, from
Lotman's perspective, historical changes in concepts and meanings are not exacerbating
deficiencies, but rather inevitable conditions and even prerequisites for cultural and intercultural
communication. Lotman wrote about imperfect translatability, both linguistically and
conceptually, as a generative mechanism of knowledge and communication. In his conception
of the semiotic sphere, linguistic and cultural diversity is considered an essential principle (ibid.,
38) Lotman's theory is a subset of cultural semiotics and is one of the important approaches in
semiotics. This approach is "one of the fields of semiotics that is more than forty years old. With
the publication of a collection of theses on the semiotic study of cultures by Lotman, Ivanov,
Toporov, Piatigorsky, and Uspensky, the Tartu-Moscow school entered the international
scientific scene in 1973 with a program. These theses laid the foundation for the semiotics of
culture as a separate discipline, whose main goal was to study the correlation of the functioning
of various sign systems. From this perspective, it gave special importance to issues related to the
hierarchical structure of the languages of a culture (religion, myth, literature, etc.) (Ahmadi,
1991: 123). In fact, in Lotman's theory, culture plays the main role in organizing signs, and by
understanding culture, one can discover and analyze the semiotic sphere. Language, art, and
culture are two important issues in Lotman's pattern-making system. "The semiotic sphere is a
sign-space outside of which semiosis is not definable. In fact, anything that has the capacity for
meaningfulness within a given semiotic system is located within the semiotic sphere. The sign
unit is not located independently in language, but rather in the entire semiotic space of a culture.
This space is the same as the semiotic sphere. This space consists of two pattern-making
systems that Lotman has defined: the first-level pattern-making system (language) and the
second-level pattern-making system (culture and art). In other words, neither language nor
communication exists outside the semiotic sphere" (Lotman, 1990: 125). These two categories,
with the help of each other, determine the pattern-making system and play their role under the
influence of various factors.

3. Methodology

The language of contemporary poetry is full of signs, and the convergence of approaches in
modern poetry has forced the reader and researcher to choose a systematic method for the
correct and efficient analysis of poems. In the semiotic sphere, one can understand the discourse
and approach of works using meaning-making patterns. Given the importance of this topic and
approach, this article, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to discuss and analyze the
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environmental poem "Al-Miyah Al-Miyah" by the Lebanese poet Wadih Sa'adeh based on this
theory, in order to examine the semiotic sphere formed in the work and its contribution to the
creation of discourse and meaning in the work. The poem "Al-Miyah Al-Miyah" by the
Lebanese poet Wadih Saadeh is examined based on the approach of cultural semiotics. The
reason for choosing this poem is its connection to environmental issues, one of the most
important challenges of the modern world. Wadih has made one of his most important concerns,
the environment, the central theme of this poem. The repetition of the word "miyah" and its
plural form indicate a kind of expansion and extension of the semantic signifier of water, which
pervades the entire poem and underlies the existing semiotic spheres. In this article, this poem is
examined relying on the three categories in Lotman's theory of the semiotic sphere in order to
find answers to the following questions: What elements of the sign sphere of the poem "Al-
Miyah Al-Miyah" have been rejected? To what elements does the poet differentiate himself in
the poem? What elements is the poet trying to utilize to complete his semiotic sphere?
4.Findings

The sign space in Lotman's theory develops or declines due to dualities. In general, space in this
approach is a process that is constructed and developed through mechanisms such as rejection,
distinction, and acceptance. The poet relies on the elements of nature and water to attract the
semiotic sphere of the poem. His poetry is constructed from the manifestations of these two.
The absorption of these elements has taken place from the beginning to the end of the poem,
and in the absence of human factors and their rejection, various elements of nature, such as
trees, grass, soil, plants, water, etc., dominate the poem. The elements of nature have been
added to the circle of the self and are treated as the self. The poet, using plural forms such as "
ghuyum" (clouds), "al-miyah" (waters), and others, has emphasized the absorption of numerous
natural elements, and using personification, he has declared the limitless and easy entry of these
elements into the semiotic sphere.

5.Conclusion

Wadih presents his semiotic sphere as a combination of realistic and romantic space. In his sign
space, real and abstract elements are combined. Disorder, chaos, and noise are rejected in his
poetry, and a space of silence and greenery is present in his poetry. The poet tries to eliminate
the noise and harmful elements of nature from his semiotic sphere, and by using words that
indicate inclusiveness, as well as relying on repetition and association, he tries to rise up against
the dominant system in nature and impose a new environmental order. Regarding the
mechanism of distinction, the poet does not distinguish between nature and humans, and instead
focuses on the non-distinction between himself and nature. Just as nature is a symbol of the
general "non-culture" in contrast to humans as "culture," this distinction between the poet
himself and nature, who is the only representative and lover of nature, is not seen. The poet tries
to distance human elements from his sign sphere, because in his view, these elements are in
conflict with nature and cause harm to it. Here, humans are only a linguistic symbol of culture,
and in the semiotic sphere of poetry, they cause destruction of nature. The result shows that the
poet has rejected abstract elements from his semiotic sphere, erased the boundary between
himself and nature and water, and by utilizing natural elements, he tries to convey an
environmental discourse.
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1. Introduction

In ancient rhetoric, metaphor was discussed from the perspective of beauty and literature. According
to the thinkers of the past, metaphor was only limited to the domain of language and had no way to
thought. Metaphor, in the new literary criticism of the West in the 20th century and in linguistic
studies, is not just a mere imaging tool or a characteristic of the literary and artistic language style,
but is an essential element in text production and a product in cultural, social and human
relationships. The application of image schemas and conceptual metaphors is one of the important
infrastructures in the field of cognitive semantics. These schemas are formed as a result of human
connection with the outside world and in the form of abstract concepts and are a means to
understand many mental concepts. The book by Likoff and Johnson entitled "Metaphors We Live
With" and another book by Johnson called "Contemporary Theory" "Metaphor" created a huge
revolution in the field of metaphor. Likoff and Johnson believe that the conceptual structure of the
mind is metaphorical in the way that thinking, experiencing, and perceiving are metaphorical.
Schema theory interacts with the idea of conceptual metaphor because schemas provide the basis for
the formation of a metaphorical relationship between two concrete and abstract phenomena. Image
schemas are not simple; They can have a complex structure. These schemas are the basis of
conceptual metaphor and have three components: origin, path (map) and destination.

2.Research Methodology

In this work, based on the descriptive-analytical method, imaginary schemas (volume, power and
movement) in "Al-Alaviyat" by Mohammad Abd al-Muttalib have been analyzed and investigated.
In this way, first, examples of these schemas were extracted from the text and then based on Likoff
and Johnson's theory of these schemas has been analyzed. This research aims to answer two
questions:

How did the three imaginary schemas voiume, power and movement) help the poet in creating
abstract and mental concepts?

What is the frequency of each of these schemes in Al-Alaviyat's ode?

3. Discussion and findings

By examining "Al-Alaviyat" by Mohammad Abd al-Muttalib, it was found that the poet has used all
kinds of imaginary schemes in his work. The most frequent of these schemas are: volume schema,
motion schema and power schema.

Volumetric schema: Volumetric schema is placing a concept inside another concept. This experience
is created by the physical experience of a person from a specific place such as inside the house, car
or classroom. As a result of this schema, a person abstractly thinks that he is in a certain
environment. According to Johnson (1987: 23), the empirical basis for recognizing the situation in -
outside or inside - outside is its boundary; In the sense that, based on it, something can be located
either inside the container or outside it. The basis of the volume schema is based on the fact that a
person, with the help of his experience of being in something or of being something in himself; It
can give volume to abstract concepts as well (Mohammadi, 2011: 95). According to Johnson's belief,
according to the experience of being in places with volume, man has expanded the characteristic of
having volume to concepts for which volume is unimaginable (Safavi, 2004: 73).

Movement schema: during his life and during doing various things, a person travels different paths:
the path from home to work, from work to home, from home to shop, etc., through these paths, an
experience in his mind. It exists and as a result, abstract schemas are created from this movement in
his mind. The movement of humans or other phenomena and creatures in the universe is the basis for
the formation of movement patterns. According to the experience of moving oneself and observing
the movement of other moving objects and beings, man creates an abstract schema of this physical
movement in his mind and considers the characteristic of movement for what is unable to move
(Safavi, 2007: 375).

Movement in metaphor is not necessarily a tangible and external movement, but some movement
schemas involve an internal movement, which is a physical, tangible and objective movement,
changing the state of an object or phenomenon to another object or phenomenon, which is a kind of
transformation; It also implies a kind of internal movement and transfer, for example, we can give an
example of the change from childhood to adolescence, adolescence to youth, youth to middle age,
and middle age to old age (Biabani, 2012: 100-104).
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Power schema: throughout his life, a person faces problems that act as a strong barrier preventing
him from achieving his goals and success; Humans do not act the same in dealing with these barriers
and obstacles. Some with a strong will try to overcome obstacles and reach their goal in any possible
way. Others try to find solutions and bypass obstacles and reach their goals, while others give up in
front of obstacles and give up on success. Power schemas are another conceptual schemas whose
nature and function are formed in connection with movement schemas. In this type of schema,
metaphorical mappings are created based on the physical experience of movement and displacement;
with the difference that in power schemas there is an obstacle or a barrier in the middle of the road,
which causes the performance and type of human behavior in dealing with obstacles to be variable
and different, and according to the type of existing obstacle and the amount of its resistance force,
there are different and different reactions (Safavi, 2012: 70) In this valuable work, the poet has used
all three schemes, although the volume scheme in this work has a much higher frequency than the
other two schemes.

4. Results

Based on the conceptual-schematic metaphor point of view, we observe that metaphor with its
cognitive concept is seen throughout Al-Alaviyat by Mohammad Abd al-Muttalib. After examining
all Al-Alaviyat's verses, it became clear that the poet was well able to portray more general and
abstract concepts in the form of cognitive-imagination metaphor by using the daily and concrete
experiences he dealt with in life. These metaphors are conceptualized by a set of tangible and
objective mappings and metaphors to make the text clearer and more understandable for the
audience. Therefore, the use of metaphor by this great poet is a tool to conceptualize an abstract
experience based on a more tangible and understandable experience.Conceptual-imaginary metaphor

in this poem is expressed in the form of volume, motion and power schemas, and the poet was able
to use his daily experiences to create abstract and intangible concepts that lack volume, movement
and power; understand and conceptualize. The distribution of these schemas in this work is not the
same, but the volume schema in this work has a much higher frequency than the other two schemas.
While the other two schemas, i.e. movement schema and power schema, have almost the same
frequency in this work. Out of a total of 186 imaginary schemas used in this work, 65% are
volumetric schemas, 18% are movement schemas, and 17% are power schemas.
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Abstract

A complete understanding of discourse requires going beyond mere
lexical-grammatical analysis and utilizing modern linguistic approaches.
One effective tool in this regard is Grice's Cooperative Principle and the
implicatures that arise from violations of its four maxims (quantity,
quality, relation, and manner). This study aims to explore the implied
meanings in the play Watani 'Akka by the Egyptian writer Sharqawi, who,
in his works on resistance literature, places more emphasis on the
concepts of resistance from a literary perspective. Given that the play is
centered around dialogue between characters, the dialogic interaction
between Palestinian fighters as the "self" and Zionists as the "other" is
examined throughout the themes of the play. The analysis shows that the
maxims of quantity (through verbosity and brevity) and manner (through
the use of relative pronouns like "we" and "I") are the most frequently
violated in all three types of dialogues: (self-self), (self-other), and (other-
other). Verbosity is used for emphasis, reasoning, quoting leaders,
persuasion, and emotional expression, while brevity is employed in
critical moments. The violation of the maxim of manner is used to
generalize concepts of friendship or enmity, implicitly reference the role
of the West and the United States in supporting Zionism, and address
issues of life, death, and martyrdom. The study also reveals that assertive
speech acts are predominantly used to convey truths related to Zionism
and the fighters' operations, while directive speech acts are employed for
commands, prohibitions, and rhetorical questions to convey the concepts
of resistance, highlight the Zionists' weakness, and emphasize the fighters'
logic.
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1. Introduction

Grice's Cooperative Principle, based on four maxims of conversation (quantity, quality, manner,
and relation), provides a framework for analyzing linguistic interactions and meaning transfer in
dialogue. Violations of these maxims often result in implied meanings, helping to uncover the
author's intentions and the text's underlying ideas. This is particularly significant in plays, which
combine complex linguistic and non-linguistic elements.

When characters deviate from these maxims, implied meanings emerge, revealing hidden
motives, internal tensions, or contradictions in relationships. Analyzing these violations deepens
understanding of the text's discourse style and the author's purpose. Plays, with their dialogue-
centric nature, are ideal for examining these principles. A detailed study of dialogues not only
uncovers hidden meanings but also offers insights into characters, relationships, and central
themes, connecting the text to cultural, social, and political contexts.

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sharqawi (1921-1987), a renowned Egyptian author, wrote extensively in
genres like drama, Islamic biography, and novels.

Methodology and Research Questions

This study examines the play Watan ‘Akka within the context of Palestinian resistance
literature, using Grice's conversational maxims and a descriptive-analytical approach. The play,
divided into fifteen scenes, explores conflicts between Palestinians and Zionists, as well as
internal divisions. Dialogues are categorized into three groups: self-self, other-other, and self-
other.

In self-self dialogues, Palestinian fighters and their families discuss themes like intelligent
resistance, conflict with the enemy, and martyrdom, often violating the maxims to inspire hope
and emphasize resistance.

In other-other dialogues, Zionist soldiers and their commander, Yaqub, express doubts about
their struggle and debate Zionist ideology, with Yaqub often dismissing their concerns and
violating the maxim of relation.

Self-other dialogues include interactions between Palestinian fighters and Zionist soldiers,
where coercion and threats are used, and between Palestinians and Western media, where
brevity and ambiguity are employed to express doubts and critique Western involvement.

The study addresses:

1.Which maxims are most frequently violated in the play?

2.What are the implied meanings of these violations in different dialogue groups?

Results

In self-self dialogues, the maxim of quantity is frequently violated through detailed expressions
of emotions and operational plans, emphasizing martyrdom, patriotism, and resistance. In
critical moments, the maxim of quality is used, while the maxim of manner is violated to create
ambiguity.

In other-other dialogues, Zionist soldiers' doubts are expressed through verbosity and repetition,
violating the maxim of quantity. Yaqub, their commander, often dismisses their concerns,
violating the maxim of relation.

In self-other dialogues, Zionist soldiers use coercion, while Palestinian fighters employ brevity
to express doubts and ambiguity to critique Western involvement, violating the maxims of
quantity and manner.

Frequency analysis shows the maxims of quantity (43%) and manner (27%) are violated most
often, while the maxim of relation is violated less frequently, as most dialogues occur among
like-minded individuals. These findings highlight the significant influence of quantity and
manner on shaping the dialogues' content and direction.

Conclusion.

The study demonstrates how the violation of Grice's Cooperative Principles in Watan
‘Akka reveals the underlying intentions and ideological frameworks of the characters,
contributing to a deeper understanding of the play's discourse and the broader context of
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Palestinian resistance literature. By analyzing these violations, the research uncovers the
strategic use of language to convey resistance, internal conflicts, and power dynamics,
highlighting the play's significance as a reflection of the socio-political struggles within

Palestinian resistance narratives.
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