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Abstract

A complete understanding of discourse requires going beyond mere
lexical-grammatical analysis and utilizing modern linguistic approaches.
One effective tool in this regard is Grice's Cooperative Principle and the
implicatures that arise from violations of its four maxims (quantity,
quality, relation, and manner). This study aims to explore the implied
meanings in the play Watani 'Akka by the Egyptian writer Sharqawi, who,
in his works on resistance literature, places more emphasis on the
concepts of resistance from a literary perspective. Given that the play is
centered around dialogue between characters, the dialogic interaction
between Palestinian fighters as the "self" and Zionists as the "other" is
examined throughout the themes of the play. The analysis shows that the
maxims of quantity (through verbosity and brevity) and manner (through
the use of relative pronouns like "we" and "I") are the most frequently
violated in all three types of dialogues: (self-self), (self-other), and (other-
other). Verbosity is used for emphasis, reasoning, quoting leaders,
persuasion, and emotional expression, while brevity is employed in
critical moments. The violation of the maxim of manner is used to
generalize concepts of friendship or enmity, implicitly reference the role
of the West and the United States in supporting Zionism, and address
issues of life, death, and martyrdom. The study also reveals that assertive
speech acts are predominantly used to convey truths related to Zionism
and the fighters' operations, while directive speech acts are employed for
commands, prohibitions, and rhetorical questions to convey the concepts
of resistance, highlight the Zionists' weakness, and emphasize the fighters'
logic.
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1. Introduction

Grice's Cooperative Principle, based on four maxims of conversation (quantity, quality, manner,
and relation), provides a framework for analyzing linguistic interactions and meaning transfer in
dialogue. Violations of these maxims often result in implied meanings, helping to uncover the
author's intentions and the text's underlying ideas. This is particularly significant in plays, which
combine complex linguistic and non-linguistic elements.

When characters deviate from these maxims, implied meanings emerge, revealing hidden
motives, internal tensions, or contradictions in relationships. Analyzing these violations deepens
understanding of the text's discourse style and the author's purpose. Plays, with their dialogue-
centric nature, are ideal for examining these principles. A detailed study of dialogues not only
uncovers hidden meanings but also offers insights into characters, relationships, and central
themes, connecting the text to cultural, social, and political contexts.

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sharqawi (1921-1987), a renowned Egyptian author, wrote extensively in
genres like drama, Islamic biography, and novels.

Methodology and Research Questions

This study examines the play Watan ‘Akka within the context of Palestinian resistance
literature, using Grice's conversational maxims and a descriptive-analytical approach. The play,
divided into fifteen scenes, explores conflicts between Palestinians and Zionists, as well as
internal divisions. Dialogues are categorized into three groups: self-self, other-other, and self-
other.

In self-self dialogues, Palestinian fighters and their families discuss themes like intelligent
resistance, conflict with the enemy, and martyrdom, often violating the maxims to inspire hope
and emphasize resistance.

In other-other dialogues, Zionist soldiers and their commander, Yaqub, express doubts about
their struggle and debate Zionist ideology, with Yaqub often dismissing their concerns and
violating the maxim of relation.

Self-other dialogues include interactions between Palestinian fighters and Zionist soldiers,
where coercion and threats are used, and between Palestinians and Western media, where
brevity and ambiguity are employed to express doubts and critique Western involvement.

The study addresses:

1.Which maxims are most frequently violated in the play?

2.What are the implied meanings of these violations in different dialogue groups?

Results

In self-self dialogues, the maxim of quantity is frequently violated through detailed expressions
of emotions and operational plans, emphasizing martyrdom, patriotism, and resistance. In
critical moments, the maxim of quality is used, while the maxim of manner is violated to create
ambiguity.

In other-other dialogues, Zionist soldiers' doubts are expressed through verbosity and repetition,
violating the maxim of quantity. Yaqub, their commander, often dismisses their concerns,
violating the maxim of relation.

In self-other dialogues, Zionist soldiers use coercion, while Palestinian fighters employ brevity
to express doubts and ambiguity to critique Western involvement, violating the maxims of
quantity and manner.

Frequency analysis shows the maxims of quantity (43%) and manner (27%) are violated most
often, while the maxim of relation is violated less frequently, as most dialogues occur among
like-minded individuals. These findings highlight the significant influence of quantity and
manner on shaping the dialogues' content and direction.

Conclusion.

The study demonstrates how the violation of Grice's Cooperative Principles in Watan
‘Akka reveals the underlying intentions and ideological frameworks of the characters,
contributing to a deeper understanding of the play's discourse and the broader context of
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Palestinian resistance literature. By analyzing these violations, the research uncovers the
strategic use of language to convey resistance, internal conflicts, and power dynamics,
highlighting the play's significance as a reflection of the socio-political struggles within

Palestinian resistance narratives.
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