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1. Introduction

Critiquing the methodological processes underlying new critical approaches to the legacy of
eloquent rhetoric necessitates understanding the deviant ideas dominating rhetoric and identifying
the frameworks of suspicions to prevent such perspectives from infiltrating rhetoric. ‘Abid Jabiri
(1936), a Moroccan thinker, drawing on methods from Western religious studies and utilizing
modern humanities, developed the intellectual project of "Critique of Arab Reason™ across a wide
spectrum of Arabic heritage. In this regard, he addressed the distortion of linguistic sciences,
including rhetoric, under the pretext of engaging with heritage, and through a unified critical
approach and two different methods (divergent and convergent thoughts); he provides a critical
reading of the views of rhetorical thinkers. Jurjani (d. 471 AH) is among the rhetoric scholars who
falls under the divergent thought in the project of "Critique of Arab Reason,"” framing him negatively
by equating his rational method with the institutionalization of analogical thinking, which imposed a
type of stagnation on rhetoric.

2.Methodology:

In light of JabirT's epistemological perspective on the study of rhetoric, the present study aims to
explore how Jabir's critical reading and methodology regarding the two concepts of "Analogy" and
the "System of reasoning" of Jurjani are based on critical-thinking paradigms in the project of
"Critique of Arab Reason" using a qualitative approach and inductive method.

3. Results:

The This paper, based on the premise that JabirT's critical reading Jurjant's thought proceeds by
excluding Jurjant's rationality from the realm of expressive reason, has reached the conclusions that
JabirT's main opposition to ‘Abd al-Qahir lies in Jurjani's epistemology, which has an objectivist
foundation. On one hand, he views "Analogy" and the "System of reasoning" as the foundational
elements of Jurjant's epistemological approach, thereby defending it against other forms of
knowledge. JabirT sees no similarity between Jurjani and Aristotle, emphasizing the difference
between philosophical and religious methods; rather, he believes that Jurjani's method of reasoning
and inferences are foreign to the essence of rhetoric. In this context, he describes ‘Abd al-Qahir's
rational system as a dead form of reason in the study of rhetoric, lacking an independent identity
because of the necessity to adhere to meaning. As a result, Jabirl considers JurjanT's argumentative
formulation to represent a method of thinking that is governed by a type of subjectivism. He prefers
demonstrative analogy over expressive analogy for engaging with rhetoric; he argues that the basis
of expressive analogy is built on assumptions that lead to the primacy of view over method, whereas
logical analogy teaches the correct framework for thinking without the interference of any
assumptions. In fact, from JabirTs perspective, Jurjani has not approached rhetoric based on its
internal capacities and lacks any significant contributions. Ultimately, JabirT's belief regarding the
argumentative formulation of thought in Jurjant's work and the inclusion of him under a subjectivist
approach is flawed.

4.Conclusion:

Since the main objective of this research is to analyze the reading and methodology of Muhammad
Abed Jabri regarding the analogy and argumentative system of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani based on
critical-intellectual paradigms in the project of "Critique of Arab Reason," the studies indicate that
there is no overlap between the literature and the discussed topic, which can be explained in the
5.following studies:

BouzariNejad and Reyhani (2021) in their article, "Review and Critique of Muhammad Abed Jabri's
Critical Approach to Arab-Islamic Rationality," concluded that the mentalist approach dominates
Jabri's perspective, evident in his critical reading of Jurjani's thought. Ghabishavi (2018) in her thesis
titled "Muhammad Abed Jabri's Perspective on Understanding Religion Based on the Critique of
Arab Reason" provides a descriptive report of Jabri's intellectual project with a positive outlook,
while also analyzing the views of Jabri's critics. Noori (2014) in his thesis, "The Analysis and
Critiqgue of Muhammad Abed Jabri's View on Shi‘ism," examines Jabri's biased and pessimistic view
towards Shi‘ism. Junaidi Jafari and Jalali (2012) in their article, "Epistemology in the Trap of
Ideology: A Review and Critique of Muhammad Abed Jabri's View," consider one of the negative
aspects of Jabri's approach to be the dominance of ideology in the light of Critique of Arab Reason,
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where he bases his work on anti-Iranian and anti-Shi'ite sentiments. Abdul Latif (2004) in his book,
"Al-Turat wal-Nahda; Readings in the Works of Muhammad Abed al-Jaberi,” collected research
studies pertained to Jabri's project of Critique of Arab Reason. According to him, Jabri critiques the

Arab heritage using contemporary philosophical tools. This philosophical approach was also evident
in Jabri's reading of Jurjani's rhetorical opinions.
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