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1. Introduction

Kamal Nasir, a prominent contemporary Palestinian poet, is recognized as the collective voice
of his people during times of occupation and resistance. His poetry not only articulates the
pains, hopes, and struggles of his nation but also serves as a mirror to his profound human and
political worldview. One effective approach to uncovering the hidden layers of meaning and
cognition in his poetry is through the lens of cognitive linguistic tools, particularly Mark
Johnson’s theory of "image schemas." This study aims to delineate the lines of Nasir’s poetic
worldview by analyzing the image schemas that dominate his social poetry.

Johnson’s theory of image schemas, a cornerstone of cognitive linguistics, posits that humans’
primary bodily and sensory experiences in interacting with the world form fundamental
structures known as “image schemas."” These are simple, abstract, and foundational meaning
structures based on physical experiences (such as up/down, in/out, motion, contact). Johnson
argues that many complex and abstract human concepts (like power, time, social relations,
justice) are understood and expressed through the projection and combination of these basic
schemas. This theory offers a powerful tool for poetic analysis, as poetry inherently relies on
sensory imagery and spatiotemporal structures to convey nuanced meanings. In this research,
three key image schemas that appear to play a central role in Nasir’s social poetry are examined:
the Container schema, the Force schema, and the Path schema. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical method grounded in Johnson’s framework, focusing on representative samples of
Nasir’s socially engaged poems.

The Container schema in Nasir’s poetry is strongly associated with the concepts of shared grief
and collective identity. Palestine is depicted as a large, confined container—a prison, a camp, an
occupied land—where its people are trapped and imprisoned. This imagery is reinforced by
metaphors such as "closed prison," "bullet-ridden," "high walls," and "constricted space." Pain
and suffering are portrayed as a heavy, dense substance flowing within this "container." The
container schema also defines the collective identity of the Palestinian people as a unified whole
enclosed against the enemy, conveying a sense of solidarity and shared experience.The Force
schema, particularly in its blockage form, is the most prominent and vivid schema in Nasir’s
poetry. It directly refers to concepts like the occupying enemy, imperialism, the formation of a
Jewish state, and steadfastness. The enemy (Zionists, occupiers) is portrayed as a powerful
"opposing force" that seeks to obstruct movement and freedom. In contrast, the Palestinian
people and freedom fighters are depicted as resistant forces and repelling agents against this
pressure. This schema also conveys indefatigability and resilience as inherent, inner strengths of
the resistance fighters. The Path schema, which involves concepts of "path,"” "origin,"
"destination," "motion," and "speed," encompasses ideas of return to homeland, advancement
(toward death or a goal), and the passage of time. The return of Palestinians to their homeland is
a long-cherished wish and ultimate destination within this schema, often accompanied by the
obstacles and hardships of the force schema. The advance of death toward them is depicted as
an inevitable yet resistible motion. The swift passage of time and the long wait for return are
also expressed through this schema. The analysis of image schemas reveals a coherent and
multifaceted worldview in Kamal Nasir:

Struggle for Human and Social Rights: This is the core of his worldview. The Force schema
(resistance against pressure) and the Container schema (collective grief within confinement)
directly reflect this struggle for liberation and social justice.

Faith in the Capabilities of Fighters: The Force schema (resistant and resilient forces) and the
Path schema (advancing toward a goal, return) demonstrate the poet’s faith in the people’s and
fighters’ ability to achieve victory and reclaim their rights.

Indomitability: This trait, reflected in the Force schema (repelling and resilient forces) and the
Container schema (standing firm against internal pressure), is portrayed as an innate and
undeniable aspect of Palestinian identity.
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Love for Community: Love for land, people, and collective ideals is expressed through the
Container schema (solidarity in grief and shared identity) and the Path schema (return to
homeland as a final destination and expression of love). This love is the primary motivation for
struggle and resistance.

2.Conclusion

Analyzing Kamal Nasir’s social poetry through Johnson’s theory of image schemas
demonstrates how humans’ primary bodily and sensory experiences (volume, force, motion) are
transformed into foundational meaning structures. This allows the poet to articulate the social,
political, and human complexities of his world—especially the Palestinian condition—with
depth and vivid imagery. The Container schema encapsulates grief and identity within
confinement; the Force schema forms the axis of conflict, resistance, and defiance against
oppression; and the Path schema conveys hope of return, the passage of time, and motion
toward destiny. The dominance of the Force schema, especially in its blockage form, reflects the
harsh reality of occupation and relentless struggle in Nasir’s world. His worldview, emerging
from these schemas, is a dynamic blend of unyielding struggle for human and social rights, firm
faith in the capabilities of fighters, inherent indomitability, and deep, sacrificial love for
community and homeland. This worldview transforms his poetry from a mere literary document
into a cognitive and spiritual tool for understanding and engaging with the socio-political
realities of his society.
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