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Poetic space,” the world constructed by the poet, consists of multiple and
intricate elements, with time holding a prominent position. The past, present,
and future are embodied in a unique interplay, enabling the poet to explore the
depths of the human psyche and express their visions. As the poet begins to
craft their poem, they paint a personal temporal canvas, evoking memories of
the past, experiencing the present moment in its sensory and emotional details,
or looking to the future with apprehension or hope. These multiple temporal
dimensions, through their interaction and intertwining, lend poetry depth and
richness, allowing the reader to experience a fully dimensional poetic journey.
This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to study the
poetic time space in Fadel Ibrahim Al-Hamdani's poetry based on Gérard
Genette's narrative theory. The research findings indicate that the temporal
structure in Al-Hamdani's poetry is characterized by its linear (sequential) and
interactive (non-linear) nature, where external time, linked to tangible events
and historical occurrences, intersects with internal time, associated with the
poet's self-awareness and emotions. To achieve this complex temporal
structure, Al-Hamdani skillfully employs a range of narrative techniques. He
uses flashback to document human experiences, recall past events, and
highlight their impact on the present. He also uses foreshadowing to express
his inner self and allude to what the future may hold. Additionally, Al-
Hamdani utilizes descriptive pauses and dialogue to slow down the narrative
pace, highlight minute details, and showcase psychological and emotional
conflicts. Conversely, he employs ellipsis and summary to accelerate the
narrative pace, condensing long periods, thereby aiding in the delivery of
focused and impactful ideas. These temporal techniques are clearly manifested
in Al-Hamdani's poetry through his recollection of memories with his beloved
and the events he witnessed in his homeland during the American occupation
of Irag, highlighting the organic relationship between time and the sense of
belonging and identity.
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1.Introduction
Time is an absolute category with multiple dimensions while displaying complex philosophical
characteristics. Research into time's fundamental nature creates complex mental pathways for
investigation. This research examines time in relation to poetic discourse while excluding all
philosophical and metaphysical aspects. Time as a narrative element in literary texts has received
substantial academic study, particularly in narrative and poetic discourse. Researchers have studied time
manifestations in texts by applying narrative criticism models, especially the theoretical framework
developed by Gérard Genette. Genette established himself as a prominent literary theorist through his
work, including his temporal analysis that identified three distinct time levels: story, narrative, and
reading time.
Fadel Al-Hamdani published three poetry collections: the first, titled Window on Seduction, appeared in
2018; the second, Drops of Light, was published in 2021; and the third and most recent, The Scent of
Mint, was released in 2022. However, the act of writing these poems is not confined to the years in which
the collections were published (2018-2022); rather, some poems date back significantly earlier. For
instance, certain texts are noted as having been written in the year 2000, which indicates that the poet’s
creative production spans over two decades. This temporal breadth reflects the depth and diversity of his
poetic experience.
Simultaneously, when a poem reaches the reader, the nature of time shifts—from a horizontally extended
timeline of writing experiences to a vertically concentrated moment of reception. The “time of reception”
thus refers to the duration the reader requires to engage with and comprehend the poem, which may be
brief but carries a profound impact.
Research Methodology
Based on the above premises, this study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine narrative
time techniques in the poetry of Fadel Ibrahim Al-Hamdani, grounded in Genette’s narrative theory. We
analyzed all three of his collections and extracted key examples that illustrate these techniques. The study
aims to answer the following research questions:
1. How is poetic time manifested in the poetry of Fadhil Ibrahim Al-Hamdani?
2. How is temporal discrepancy (anachrony) represented in his poetry?
3. What are the main techniques for slowing down and speeding up the narrative in his poetry?
Theoretical Framework of the Study
A poem's structure depends on time as a fundamental axis because literary time represents emotional
experiences and psychological states that emerge during the creative process. Time in poetry exists
according to the poet's vision rather than following the standard linear progression of time. Time is a tool
for creative exploration while revealing how poets connect with the universe, themselves, and their
environment. The analysis of time within poetic texts reveals an aesthetic dimension that remains hidden
from the naked eye.
Time holds significant importance in poetic texts and is considered a foundational element in literary
works. Characters and events only exist within a temporal framework.
Narratologists have divided time into two types: external time, which is objective and measurable (e.g.,
years, months, hours, days, morning, noon, night), and internal time, which is the narrative fabric woven
from emotions and thoughts.
Jean Ricardou distinguished between narrative time and story time, dividing time into three categories:
adventure time (the span of events, e.g., two years), writing time (e.g., two months), and reading time
(e.g., two hours). Gérard Genette studied the relationship between story time and narrative time through
three main dimensions: the chronological sequence of events (order), the varying durations of events
(duration), and the frequency with which events are narrated (frequency).
Research Findings
The study arrived at several key findings:
e  The structure of time in Fadel Al-Hamdani’s poetry is characterized by its linear and interactive
nature. Past, present, and future temporalities interweave to form an integrated temporal fabric.
This structure oscillates between external time (linked to tangible reality) and internal time
(linked to the poet’s emotions and thoughts), influenced by the meanings and ideas he aims to
express.
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In Al-Hamdani’s poetry, time is not merely a temporal setting but a vital element that shapes the
poem’s internal structure. It influences character development and event progression while
reflecting the depth of the poet’s human experience. Time serves as a central driver of poetic
drama, directing the flow of events, creating tension and conflict, and enhancing the emotional
depth of the poem. The poet crafts a layered temporal dimension that adds richness and suspense
by shifting between different time frames.

Time thus emerges as a stylistic hallmark in Al-Hamdani’s work, forming the core of his poetic
experience and maintaining a close connection with the lyrical self and the meanings it conveys.
The use of temporal discrepancy (anachrony) in Al-Hamdani’s poetry is evident in the forms of
flashbacks (analepsis) and foreshadowing (prolepsis). The poet frequently employs internal and
external flashbacks and blended forms, making them central elements of his poetic structure.
These devices enable him to recall past moments and events, enriching the poetic text and
preserving human experiences.

He also uses preparatory and declarative foreshadowing as tools for self-expression and hinting
at future outcomes. His use of foreshadowing is notable for its clarity and directness, allowing
readers to explore the layers of meaning and follow the poem’s trajectory.
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