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Research Article if we want to describe and evaluate these characters accurately, then we

must not use personality theories in psychology; The most famous is
Jordon Allport's theory of personality, which divides characters into main,

’Qgg;'fchTynguc.e central, and secondary traits. These traits are part of a healthy and mature
personality, the characteristics of which are reflected in the play and
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. research aims at the psychological analysis of the characters in the play "
?eﬁé\;egbzg, Mother's Salam " by Fatima Abdullah, based on the theory of Jordon
L Allport, using the al-Qaim descriptive analytical method. The results of
In Revised form: the study indicate that the main traits, such as the courage and bravery of
26, June, 2025 Amina’s sons and the spouses, and the central traits, such as the courage of
Amina, and the secondary traits, such as the anger of Zeinab Khatiba

Accepted: Abdullah, are represented in the play. The author portrayed the elements
22, July, 2025 of a healthy and mature personality, such as expanding the concept of self:
Ma'eel Abbas and his jihad, intimate communication with others:

Published Online: Masoud's sympathy with Amina's sister, emotional security: Ahmad not
6, March, 2026 going to war and respecting his mother because of worries about what

happened to her before, realistic perception: Amina’s joining the resistance
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1. Introduction

A full understanding of a character in a play occurs when we observe them in the moment of action and
reaction, or in their interactions with other characters. Through their actions, we gain insight into their
essence and deeper feelings. This requires, more than anything else, a psychological analysis of the
artwork, because the psychological aspect is known to be the most important aspect of character
development. Meanwhile, Gordon Allport's psychoanalytic ideas have had a tremendous impact on
literature, particularly on character types. Allport believes that personality is the dynamic (living)
organization of a person's physical and psychological systems that determines how that person adapts to
the environment. What he means by "dynamic organization” is that personality, although all of its
constituent elements are interconnected, connected, and cooperative, is constantly growing, changing, and
evolving (Sharif Al-Amara, 2014: 16). Meanwhile, physical and mental activities are not separate from
each other, and neither alone creates personality. Rather, they blend together and together form
personality (Allport, 1967: 28). The main feature of Allport's personality theory is his individualistic
approach, so much so that he can be called a champion of this approach, as many researchers, influenced
by his theories, have questioned the tenets of the law-oriented approach and believe that personality
theory must also take into account individuality (Allen, 1967: 89). According to Allport's view,
personality traits consist of three parts: the original traits that dominate a person's entire life and the extent
to which the person is identified with these traits. In fact, hearing someone's name conjures up these traits.
The primary traits are formed in small quantities throughout life. The central traits that form the basic
foundation of personality, although they are not the same as the primary traits, can also be used to
describe another person, such as intelligence, shyness, and anxiety. Secondary traits are sometimes related
to situations or specific circumstances. For example, feeling anxious when speaking in front of a group of
people (Allport, 1937: 144). After presenting personality traits, Allport moves on to identify differences
in personality and mentions the characteristics of a mature personality, which include an expanded
concept of self, intimate contact with others, emotional security, realistic perception, skills and duties, a
true self-image, and a unified philosophy of life. These traits can be addressed in literary works,
especially the play under investigation, " Mother's Salam " by Fatima Abdullah, which we attempted to
address using a descriptive-analytical approach. This research aims to study the psychological analysis of
the characters and the components of their patterns portrayed by the writer Fatima Abdullah in the play,
based on Gordon Allport's psychological theory. This study aims to gain insight into the author's position,
help understand hidden angles, and lead the audience to a deeper understanding of the fiction.

2. Research problem

What are the components of the character patterns in the play " Mother's Salam,” according to Gordon
Allport's psychological theory?

what extent was the writer able to conceptualize the characteristics of the characters in Mother's Salam "?
3. Research methods

This research is based on the descriptive analytical approach based on content analysis and deals with the
psychological study of the characters and their characteristics in the play " Mother's Salam " by Fatima
Abdullah, based on Gordon Allport's theory that emphasizes character description.

4. Conclusion

According to Allport, we should focus on a healthy, mature personality, which consists of specific
behavioral characteristics and has characteristics that describe it, including: an expanded concept of

self, which indicates a person's preoccupation with important matters outside of themselves. In the

play, we see: the character of Abbas, who, despite his preoccupation with his family life and his
concerns, did not abandon jihad; the character of Ahmed, who constantly persuaded his mother to go to
the front; The character of Abdullah, who was a farmer but didn't stop there and stood firm in the face of
the enemy's attacks until he was martyred; and the real character of Amina, who finally joined the
resistance after the events she experienced. These traits—real and honest struggle—are characteristics of
a complete and mature person. Intimate communication with others includes this type of trait, the
closeness and empathy a person feels in their intimate relationships with relatives. In the play, Ahmed's
kindness and love for his uncle Masoud, Masoud's compassion for his sister Amina, who was worried
about losing her children, Amina's help and kindness to Abbas in healing his wound, Abbas's assistance
to his brothers and sisters in their livelihood, and Sheikh Ibrahim's kindness and compassion for the
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orphans. These traits indicate a mature personality and its empathy and intimacy with loved ones in
relationships. According to Allport, an adult enjoys emotional security and psychological peace and can
manage their emotions. In the play, Ahmed's behavior is depicted as having been able to go to the front,
but due to his living conditions, his mother's morale, his love, and compassion for her, he refused to fight.
Also, when Abdullah's body was transferred to Amina, despite her love and compassion for her son, she
did not give in to her feelings and joined the front lines of struggle and resistance. Weakness and failure
do not cause despair or stagnation, and positive aspects do not cause arrogance. Realistic perception
means that a mature person is realistic about themselves, and due to their true self-assessment, they
interact well with others. The results of the study indicate that the main traits, such as the courage and
bravery of Amina's sons and the spouses, and the central traits, such as the courage of Amina, and the
secondary traits, such as the anger of Zeinab Khatiba Abdullah, are represented in the play. The author
portrayed the elements of a healthy and mature personality, such as expanding the concept of self: Ma'eel
Abbas and his jihad, intimate communication with others: Masoud's sympathy with Amina's sister,
emotional security: Ahmad not going to war and respecting his mother because of worries about what
happened to her before, realistic perception: Amina's joining the resistance at the end of the play, skills
and duties: Amina's nursing, true self image: courage and courage of Amina's sons and couples Al-
Shaheed, Philosophy of Al-Hayat al-Mawhada: The freedom of resistance figures.

of the non-Western other, and leading the backward ones to progress, democracy, and civilization.
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