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Araticle Ifo Abstract
In recent decades, Arabic poetry has undergone a profound transformation in
Article type: its structure and function. It is no longer merely a means of aesthetic or

Research Article personal expression, but rather a central discourse for questioning reality,

exposing hidden structures of power, and representing the cultural and
political tensions tearing Arab societies apart. In this context, the poet
Article Type: Adonis's experience stands out as an advanced model of modernist poetry,
Research Araticle which goes beyond mere representation, but rather engages in deconstructing
and reproducing prevailing cultural and ideological structures through critical
interpretive methods. His poem "Orbits of the Orchestra of the Hundred-Year

Article History: Islamic-Islamic War?" is a telling example of this endeavor, reflecting the
struggle of the self against systems of hegemony and attempting to establish a
Received: poetic horizon that reshapes the relationship between humanity, history, and

10, May, 2025 identity.This research begins with a fundamental question: How does the

poetic discourse in this poem contribute to reshaping collective consciousness

and cultural identities in the Arab world, away from stereotypical
In Revised form: representations and ideological repetition? From this perspective, the research
17, October, 2025 . .

seeks to explore the poetic and symbolic tools the text employs to create a

different discourse that intersects with concepts of power, self, and reality,
Accepted: through a critical vision that transcends the political surface to the symbolic
29, October, 2025 interior. The research adopts the method of critical discourse analysis as
developed by Norman Fairclough, through three stages: description,
interpretation, and clarification, to reveal the mechanisms of meaning
formation within the text and its relationship to the surrounding social,
cultural, and political contexts. The research results revealed that the poetic
Keywords:  Poctic discourse in this poem not only reflects reality, but also reproduces it through
discourse, ~ Adonis, 1images and metaphors that engage in symbolic resistance, opening the way for
critical — discourse a new awareness that transcends isolation and proposes critical possibilities
analysis, ~ modemn  for dismantling power and liberating the self from the constraints of the
poetry, Fairclough dominant discourse.
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1.Introduction

Adonis (Ali Ahmad Said Esber) is one of the most prominent contemporary Arab thinkers and poets, and
his distinctive voice is characterized by a rebellion against established cultural and political norms and a
continuous quest to redefine Arab identity in a changing world. His long and complex poem, "The Orbits
of a One-Hundred-Year Islamic War — Islamic?", reveals a bold attempt to represent the discursive and
social crisis experienced by the Arab and Islamic world, and to reconstruct the discourse surrounding
identity, religion, and power. In this context, this article provides a detailed analysis of the poem's
content, employing Gérard Genette's method of Discourse Analysis. This method focuses on the
relationships between the various voices and discursive strata within the text, and how the text interacts
with prior discourses (a hypotext) to generate new discourses (present and future). Through this method,
we can understand how Adonis uses the poem as an "orchestra" to represent the conflict of multiple
discourses and how he attempts to reconstruct the Arab-Islamic discourse by deconstructing the dominant
discourse and offering a critical, alternative future.First: The Discursive Context: A Fragmented Hypotext
Before delving into the text itself, it is essential to identify the discursive context with which Adonis
interacts. The poem does not emerge in a vacuum,; it is a reaction to what Genette calls the "hypotext"—
the body of prior discourses, narratives, and myths that dominate the consciousness of Arab and Islamic
societies. In this poem, we can identify several prior discursive strata that it interacts with:Traditional
Religious Discourse: This discourse, built upon the Quran, the Sunnah, and its exegeses, presents a
central narrative of Muslims as a single nation, united in faith and purpose. This discourse paints a picture
of society as an ideal "Ummah" (community), founded on justice and unity under the banner of
Islam.Official Historical Discourse: This provides a narrative of the Arab-Islamic society as a great
civilization that reached its peak in the Abbasid era, only to fall into a state of decline, colonization, and
defeat. This discourse is often a popular nationalist or Islamic discourse, carrying a nostalgia for a
glorious past and regret for a dark present.Contemporary Political Discourse: This includes the official
discourse of Arab and Islamic states, and the political discourses of Islamism (Salafist, Muslim
Brotherhood, jihadist), all of which attempt to revive the hypotext (religious or historical) to justify their
political existence or wield power. It is this discourse that the poem's title, "The One-Hundred-Year
Islamic War," directly references.Western Orientalist Discourse: This presents a narrative of the East (the
Islamic world) as a strange, backward, violent, and un-modernizable "Other." This discourse, whether
antagonistic or patronizingly sympathetic, has served as a mirror in which Arab society has seen itself,
leading to profound identity divisions.These different discourses interact violently and disharmoniously in
"The Orbits of an Orchestra," creating a state of discursive chaos that reflects the disintegration of the
actual society.Second: The Poem's Discursive Formation: Multiple Voices and Discursive StrataAdonis
uses the poem's structure as an "orchestra" as a central metaphor. An orchestra is not merely a collection
of musical instruments but a space for interaction, conflict, harmony, or disharmony. This analogy allows
him to represent the multiplicity of voices within society. Using Genette's method, the text can be
analyzed through several elements:

1. Intertextuality and Polyphony:

The poem is not a single voice but a field of conflict between multiple voices, each representing a
discourse from the past. We find:The Voice of Religious Heritage: This is manifested in Quranic
quotations or metaphors related to prayer, pilgrimage, paradise, and hell. However, this voice is not
presented simply or directly; it is stripped of its original context and made alien. For example, the word
"paradise” is used not as a divine promise but as a "metaphysical city," or as a political goal for which
some fight.The Voice of History and Myth: Historical figures (like Hussein ibn Ali) and mythological
characters (from Sufism or One Thousand and One Nights) appear, but they are presented symbolically
and transformed. The figure of Hussein, for instance, is no longer just a symbol of victimhood but has
become "the city of Hussein," indicating the transformation of historical figures into fixed, inescapable
political symbols.The Voice of Power and Politics: The voice of the ruler, the leader speaking in the name
of "Islam" or "the Ummah," is heard. However, this voice is presented as cold, mechanical, and devoid of
humanity, issuing orders from a city run with an iron fist. The Poet/Critic's Voice: Adonis's voice appears
as the "maestro" of the orchestra, but he is not in complete control. His is the voice that tries to
orchestrate the chaos, poses questions ("Islamic??"), and attempts to create new music from the clash of
voices.This polyphony is not merely an artistic choice but a precise representation of the actual societal
divisions, where no single, central discourse exists, but rather contending discourses compete for power
and legitimacy.
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2. The Discursive Order:

The poem creates a new discursive order by deconstructing the old one. The old discursive order was
based on: The Central Discourse: Islam as religion and civilization.The Dominant Discourse: The Arab-
Islamic nation. The Peripheral Discourse: Minorities and the "Other" (the West, the religiously or
denominationally different).In "The Orbits of an Orchestra," this order is deconstructed:

Deconstructing the Central Discourse: The traditional religious discourse is deconstructed through
desacralization. The poem does not use religious language as an absolute truth but as a "text" that can be
read, interpreted, and defined. The sacred is turned into a dead metaphysics, a political symbol to be used
or transcended.Deconstructing the Dominant Discourse: The concept of the unified "Ummah" is
deconstructed. The German word "Ummah" in the title and the word "city" in the poem's text no longer
refer to a cohesive community but to a group of warring cities, each with its own past and voices. The
"Ummah" becomes a battlefield, and the "city" a prison.Deconstructing the Peripheral Discourse: The
"Other" (the West, the Jews) is no longer just an external "Other" but has become part of the internal
crisis. The Western Orientalist discourse interacts with the internal Islamic discourse, and each reinforces
the other, creating a state of mutual reflection that deepens the crisis. Third: Discursive Reconstruction:
From the Chaotic Orchestra to the Future City If the text represents the fragmented hypotext, its goal is to
reconstruct the future discourse. According to Genette, the purpose of discourse analysis is not just to
understand the text, but to understand how it contributes to generating new discourses. This is where the
importance of "The Orbits of an Orchestra" lies: Rejecting the Single Discourse: The first step in
reconstruction is the explicit rejection of any central discourse that claims a monopoly on truth. The
orchestra does not end in classical musical harmony but leaves the listener in a state of conflict and
questioning. This rejection is a rejection of the political-religious discourse that seeks to impose its
singular vision. Redefining Foundational Concepts: Adonis attempts to redefine central concepts like
"Islam" and "the City.""Islam"??: The question mark in the title is not one of inquiry but a marker of
doubt. It is an invitation to deconstruct the concept of "Islam" from its political and power-laden contexts.
"Islam" is no longer just a religion but a political project and a one-hundred-year war. The question is an
attempt to reclaim "Islam" as a spirituality, a philosophy, a culture, removed from the contexts of power
and conflict. "The City": In traditional Arab discourse (like Al-Farabi's "The Virtuous City"), the city was
a symbol of justice and unity. In the poem, the city becomes "the city of Hussein," a city of conflict, of
painful remembrance, of enclosure. Yet, at the same time, the city is the only space where "orbits"
(movement, rotation) can occur. Reconstruction comes from understanding the city not as a final
destination, but as a dynamic space for conflict and renewal, as a stage for interpretation and
reenactment. The Shift from Representation to Creation: The poem is not merely a mirror reflecting reality
(representation) but a tool for changing it (reconstruction). The chaotic orchestra is the first stage. The
ultimate goal is not to end the conflict but to create a state of awareness that allows society to become a
"city" that governs itself through the free interaction of its voices, without an absolute ruler or a central
discourse. This future "city" is not an Islamic city in the traditional sense, but a "human city" founded on
dialogue, difference, and freedom.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, Adonis's "The Orbits of a One-Hundred-Year Islamic War — Islamic?" provides a unique
model for using literature as a tool for analytical and critical discourse. Through Genette's method, we can
see that the poem was not merely a poetic expression of pain, but a systematic process for:

Analysis: Representing and deconstructing the various discourses (religious, historical, political) that
form the hypotext of Arab and Islamic society.Critique: Exposing the repressive and consumptive
relationships within these discourses and showing how their conflict has led to a state of chaos and
division.Reconstruction: Offering a future-oriented vision for society, where a single discourse is
transcended, foundational concepts are redefined, and the door is opened to a new discourse based on
difference, dialogue, and freedom.The poem, with its orchestral structure and polyphony, is in essence a
call for a new "Islamic project"—not in the narrow religious sense, but in a civilizational, human one. It is
a project that seeks to reconstruct the Arab-Islamic discourse to be more open, diverse, and humane,
transcending the "One-Hundred-Year War" by understanding its discursive roots and offering a critical,
alternative future.
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