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1. Introduction

While conventional Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) in Arabic literary studies has frequently
mapped linguistic properties directly onto socio-political conditions, it has largely bypassed the
mediating cognitive dimension-most notably the author’s semantic memory and situational mental
models as theorized by Teun A. van Dijk. The present inquiry bridges this theoretical gap by
articulating Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive paradigm alongside Friedrich Nietzsche’s philosophical
framework, incorporating the construct of the Ubermensch, the three metamorphoses of the spirit,
the will to power, and the critique of institutional dogmatism.The empirical foundation of this study
is Abdul Khaliq al-Rikabi’s Iraqi novel Ma Lam Tamassahu al-Nar (2016). Unfolding through the
recovered black notebook of Nadeem Iskandar Bak-a marginalized youth institutionalized within the
Al-Shama’iyyah psychiatric hospital-the text registers the prolonged trauma of post-1991 warfare
and institutional dissolution in Irag. Accordingly, the central research problem investigates how the
author’s philosophical memory organizes the discourse on man and wisdom, translating cognitive
perceptions of domination and alienation into systematic textual strategies.

2. Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical design structured around Van Dijk’s tripartite
model spanning the textual, cognitive, and social planes. At the micro-linguistic level, the analysis
examines conceptual metaphors, presuppositional structures, syntactic patterns, evaluative
polarizations, and speech acts across purposively selected narrative exchanges that foreground
Nadeem’s struggle against paternal authority. At the cognitive interface, the inquiry reconstructs the
author’s situational mental models by tracing intertextual dialogues with Dostoevskian themes of
existential defiance against patriarchal tyranny, as well as Ibn Arabi’s ontological doctrine of the
Perfect Man (al-Insan al-Kamil). At the macro-structural tier, the research evaluates sovereign and
disciplinary relations alongside the ideological square, charting the systematic positive presentation
of the marginalized in-group and negative representation of the authoritarian out-group against the
backdrop of modern Iragi history.

3. Discussion and Findings

Correlating Nietzsche’s philosophical paradigms with Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive model reveals that
Nadeem’s narrative trajectory mirrors the three metamorphoses of the spirit. His initial endurance of
severe domestic subjugation embodies the camel stage; his rejection of institutional conditioning-
exemplified by resistance to enforced right-handedness and spatial confinement-signals the defiance
of the lion; and his eventual self-definition through the complementary acts of narrative composition
and notebook destruction manifests the autonomous, generative innocence of the child.
Concurrently, Iskandar Bak’s punitive practices transcend private domestic violence, functioning
instead as a microcosm of state authoritarianism in Iraq; the father embodies systemic disciplinary
power, while Nadeem’s psychological fracture mirrors societal devastation.Within this dynamic, the
Al-Shama’iyyah asylum operates as a heterotopic space whose inhabitants dramatize distinct facets
of the Nietzschean individual, thereby demonstrating how dominant systems categorize dissident
consciousness as madness to disarm its subversive potential.

4. Results

Textual and cognitive scrutiny substantiates several concrete realizations of the target discourse
throughout the novel. Primary conceptual metaphors-such as Wisdom is Madness, Life is an
Asylum, and Writing is Creation-consistently dismantle conventional premises of instrumental
sanity. Presuppositional structures establish rigorous intertextual affinities with The Brothers
Karamazov and Crime and Punishment, framing Nadeem’s rebellion against paternal supremacy as
an explicit break with inherited moral imperatives. Grammatical selections and speech-act
configurations reinforce this ideological polarization, setting the father’s coercive directives and
prohibitions (Write, Obey, Burn) against Nadeem’s interrogative, epistemically skeptical discourse.
Mediated by the ideological square, these discursive choices humanize the marginalized in-group
(Nadeem, fellow patients, and the narrator) as bearers of authentic existential clarity, while
associating the out-group (Iskandar Bak and Hajir) with dogmatic coercion, institutional violence,
and moral stagnation.
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5. Conclusion

Ma Lam Tamassahu al-Nar operates as an articulated mental model in which Abdul Khaliq al-Rikabi
refracts existential philosophy into narrative critique. By aligning micro-textual features with
Nietzschean concepts through a socio-cognitive lens, the narrative advances from immediate
documentary representation toward an ontological inquiry into Iragi identity amidst continuous
crisis. Ultimately, the novel posits that intellectual agency and existential reclamation require
dismantling entrenched patriarchal orthodoxies, interrogating instrumental reason, and cultivating an
autonomous will to meaning within conditions of collective ruin.
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