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The repertoire du texte is a Mechanism that opens the way to enter the
realm of text and discover its meanings and then organizes the reader’s
experiences in relation to the literary text within the textual spaces. the
repertoire du texte and its systematic approach are considered part of a
textual strategy, which requires the reader to have a knowledge of
references related to the text. This Mechanism was introduced by the
German thinker “Wolfgang Iser” as a strategy that aids the reader in
understanding literary texts. Iser emphasizes that a text dose not arise
from empty spaces; rather, every text has an archive, which is a collection
of necessary events that facilitate the communicative connection between
the text and its reader. The archive of a text organizes the reader’s allows
the reader to shape reference backgrounds according to the present age. It
means that the process of producing texts does not emerge or operate
from nothing or from empty spaces, but rather takes shape from a solid
framework of values, norms, and standards. In the article, Sa'ad
Muhammad Rahim using a descriptive-analytical method. His narratives
are recognized for their unique characteristics and are considered
unparalleled in terms of literary and technical aspects. Our examination
of these two narratives revealed that Rahim has attempted to engage the
reader through textual archiving and textual strategies, with the condition
that reader is familiar with the prior knowledge of the narrative text to the
extent that they can interpret the implications of the text and establish
appropriate connections with them. Rahim deliberately employs elements
of textual archiving, such as social, literary, historical and Quranic
contexts in the narratives of his works. His aim in doing so is to express
love for his homeland and to recount the tragic events that have befallen
Irag, as well as to describe the sufferings that war has imposed on his
compatriots for the reader.
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1. Introduction

Contemporary critical theories have focused on the reader due to their role in realizing the text and
constructing meaning through general strategies. One of the most prominent of these theories is the
Reception Theory, which has contributed significantly to the issues of reading, reception, and
theorization, transforming the course of literary and critical studies. Wolfgang Iser is considered one
of the pioneers of Reception Theory and is a professor at the University of Constance in Germany.
He presented a set of practical procedures that allowed readers to interact with literary texts to reach
the shared backgrounds between them, as literary works select their features from reality and carry
within them cultural burdens through which they build their overall structure. One of these (iser and
jauss) mechanisms is the "textual register,” introduced by Iser. The textual register or reservoir,
according to Iser, represents "a collection of specifications that the text absorbs from previously
known elements; these elements are not linked to previous texts but are more strongly connected to
social, historical standards, values, and the socio-cultural context from which the text originates,”
which is what the Prague School of Structuralism referred to as extraliterary reality. Saad
Mohammed Rahim is one of the most prominent contemporary Iragi novelists. In his works, he often
employs a collage style or engages in a dialogue between mediums and forms while renewing old
styles. His novels possess unique characteristics that make them distinctive as both literary and
artistic works. In this study, we chose two of his novels, "The Murder of the Book Seller" and
"Twilight of the Cranes,” from among his seven novels because Saad Mohammed focuses on
historical events while also addressing social issues, creating a unique narrative text through rich
literary taste and artistic imagination. Saad Mohammed has managed to blend real and fictional
events, resulting in a narrative that unfolds like a cinematic film before the audience and reader, with
precise details and significant elements. He portrays the state of Iraq in the latter half of the last
century, focusing on the social and literary issues of this country, presenting us with an authentic
image of it. Therefore, considering the content and text of the two novels, they can be classified as
war novels. Studying these novels from the perspective of textual register elements derived from
Reception Theory opens up avenues for understanding the aesthetics of the text, its creative values,
and Saad Mohammed Rahim's strategies in crafting narrative texts, in addition to providing an
accurate and thorough understanding of the period of American invasion and the wars with Iran and
Kuwait.

2. Methodology

The textual register organizes the reader's positions in relation to the text and, consequently, to the
spaces and reference systems embedded within it. It allows the reader to reshape the reference
backgrounds according to the present; this means that the process of producing texts does not
originate from nothing or move from a void; rather, it is supported by a reference framework of
values, norms, and standards. In this article, we employed a descriptive-analytical approach to
analyze and study two novels, "The Murder of the Book Seller" and "Twilight of the Cranes," by the
Iragi author Saad Mohammed Rahim, whose novels are characterized by unique features that make
them one of a kind as both literary and artistic works.

3.Discussion and Results

The reception theory is one of the most important theories of reading proposed by the Constance
School, which has formed a new critical perspective focusing on the importance of the reader and
their prominent role in interacting with texts. Wolfgang Iser is considered one of the foremost
pioneers of this theory, who primarily sought to renew literary communication between the text and
the reader by paying attention to both the text and the recipient. He employed several concepts for
reception theory, including the "textual register.” By "textual register,” Iser refers to the totality of
necessary agreements that establish a certain situation; that is, the text, at the moment of reading,
requires essential references for its meaning to be realized. These references pertain to everything
preceding the text, such as other texts, and everything external to it, including social, cultural, and
customary contexts and values. Saad Muhammad Rahim reflects his experiences from life in Iraq in
his novels, which are filled with suffering, sorrow, and grief—experiences that Iragis endured
throughout the wars that beset their homeland. Rahim has framed these experiences in a solid and
distinctive narrative form, equipping the texts of both novels with elements of the textual register,
including social, historical, heritage, and Quranic criteria. In this way, he compels the reader to
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reread the text and construct new meanings. In his novels, he reflects his love for his homeland;
hence, he employs two protagonists through whom he recalls the events of the catastrophe that befell
Irag and explains to the reader the suffering endured by his countrymen due to war.

4.Conclusion

Our reading of these two novels revealed that Saad Mohammed Rahim, in his works, sought to
engage the reader through the textual register and textual strategies. He requires the reader to be
familiar with the background knowledge of the narrative text in order to comprehend its meanings
and interact with it. Saad Mohammed Rahim employed elements of the textual register from social,
historical, heritage, and Quranic contexts in his narratives. His aim was to express his love for his
homeland and to recount the events of the catastrophe that Irag has endured, explaining to the reader
the suffering that the war inflicted upon his fellow countrymen. To achieve this, Saad Mohammed
Rahim used two protagonists in his novels (Mahmoud Marzouk and Kamal) as symbols of himself
and his homeland. Through these two characters, he provided the reader with specific information
about himself, his country Irag, and its history.
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