University of Tehran Prees

ADAB-E-ARABI o T

(Arabic Literature) (Scientific)

Online ISSN: 2676-4105

http://jalit.ut.ac.ir

Sociological Analysis of the Novel " Awlad Al-Ghetto- Esmi Adam'" by Elias Khoury

Based on Lucien Goldmann's Theory

Zahra Haghayeghi ©', Bahar Seddighi®®<, Ahmadreza Heidaryan Shahri®
1Ph.D.Graduated in Arabic Language and Literature' Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran. E-mail:

zahra.haghayeghi@mail.um.ac.ir
2.Associate Professor in Arabic language and Literature' Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran. E-mail. E-mail:

seddighi@um.ac.ir

3.Associate Professor in Arabic Language and Literature' Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran. E-mail:

heidaryan@um.ac.ir

Article Ifo

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Araticle

Article History:

Received:
27, December, 2022

In Revised Form:
09, March, 2023

Accepted:
28, March, 2023

Published Onlin:
18, April, 2024

Keywords:

Sociological criticism of the novel is one of the widely used types of literary
criticism, which provides a sociological reading of the literary text based on the
relationship between the social structure and the literary structure. In this method, the
status of different classes of society, behaviors, and actions of different social
structures in a certain period of history are analyzed, and how the artistic
representation of the society in the imaginary world of the literary work is criticized
and analyzed. Elias Khoury has created a literary work in the novel Awlad Al-
Ghetto- Esmi Adam, Under the influence of the social structures in which he lived,
which, while showing the attitude and challenges of immigrants in a country that
accepts immigrants, has dealt with the issue of Palestine and resistance with a social
realistic view. Considering the introduction of resistance literature and the issue of
migration in this novel, it seems necessary to conduct sociological research to clarify
the links between the literary text and society. The present research has investigated
this novel using the descriptive-analytical method, based on Goldmann's
constructivism theory. This essay aims to examine the historical, social, and political
contexts with a critical attitude to explain the inner layers of the novel from the point
of view of Goldman's sociological critique, which shows the approach of this
research in two stages of understanding and explaining. The components of the novel
Awlad Al-Ghetto have a systematic connection in three parts, the whole novel deals
with the historical, social and political contexts and explains the reasons and
conditions of the narrator's migration, In the stage of reception, by referring to
historical facts in the form of thematic and symbolic sub-characters and focusing on
the hero's place, he addressed the issue of Palestine and the world's silence against it,
while the narrators (Elias Khoury, Adam Danun, Murad) as problematic heroes who
criticize It has been marginalized from the society that lacks true values, they are
trying to change the current level of awareness to the possible and at the level of
explanation, the author has drawn the historical incidents of silence and presented
meaningful structures by choosing the format of the displaced immigrant and with
the aim of raising awareness and The ruling worldview is the result of the reflection
of the Palestinian refugee class and the author's critical attitude towards the world's
silence about this human tragedy.

ociological criticism, immigration novel, Lucien Goldmann, Elias Khoury, Awlad
Al-Ghetto- Esmi Adam.
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1. Introduction

Sociology of literature, as an interdisciplinary knowledge, is interwoven with literature on one hand
and sociology on the other hand. The literary work is like a full-view mirror that shows the personality
of the author, his thoughts and ideas, and the visible and hidden aspects of society In the meantime,
due to its social nature, the novel is a suitable genre for investigating the political, social, and historical
contexts of any society; Because the referential and cognitive dimension of the novel, which causes
awareness of the world, goes beyond the simple reflection of facts. In the sociology of the realist
novel, the sociologist and the literary critic are faced with an artistic narrative of social reality, because
the novel reflects certain moments in the history of society, however, it is viewed as a work of art.

2. Literature Review

In the field of sociology of the novel, Gyorgy Lukécs, and Lucien Goldmann have made a significant
contribution to the flourishing of the sociological criticism of the novel. In his sociological approach to
the novel, Goldman relies on the social-historical character of literature and seeks to connect the
worldviews in literary works to social groups and classes; Because it establishes a mutual connection
between literary and social structures (Goldman, 2011: 320-321).

Elias Khoury is a famous Lebanese author who has written the novel "Awlad Al-Ghetto- Esmi
Adam", which in 2016 was included in the final list of the Arab Booker Prize, among the six final
novels of that year. In this novel, He describes silence and rejection, exile and sacrifice, and historic
recurrence. In this novel, Khoury tells the story of Palestine and Palestinian immigrants and displaced
people in other lands by recounting the life and lostness of an immigrant with two Palestinian and
Israeli identities. In fact, in this novel, Khouri expresses his critical thought by using two genres of
literature, resistance and migration.

3. Materials and Methods

The present study looks at the sociological criticism of the novel and Goldman's opinions based on
description and analysis, and by analyzing the dialectical and two-way relationship between the
author's work and the social situation of the society, which describes a section of the history of the
collective life of a nation, aims to determine how the author has shown the impact of the society's
conditions on the individual and social awareness of the prominent characters of the story, and how
the worldview reflected in the novel Awlad Al-Ghetto-Esmi Adam based on Goldman's developmental
structuralist theory.

This article aims to explain and describe the inner layers of this novel and seeks to analyze the issue
of individual and social awareness and worldview that governs this novel by looking at the themes and
characters of the novel and the historical contexts.

4. Discussions and conclusion
According to Goldman's main goal that there is a link between the world of the author's novel and a
social group and class in the period under discussion, Awlad Al-Ghetto- Esmi Adam's novel is a
retelling of the life and events of a historical period (1948 until now). The parts of the story have a
systematic connection in three parts, the whole novel, while explaining the reason and conditions of
the narrator's migration, seeks its true expression in historical and social contexts. By analyzing the
novel in two stages of receiving and explaining based on Goldman's components, it was determined

In the receiving stage, this novel expresses the issue of Palestine and the silence of the world in
front of this historical event with political and social perspectives that refer to historical facts in the
form of thematic characters, and portray the historical, political, and social contexts in this novel, it is
focused on "Hero's place".
The character of the storyteller and the masks he puts on his face represent a problematic person who
is inclined towards the qualitative values of society, but in facing the realities of the society, his only
effort is to change the current level of awareness and he cannot create a fundamental transformation
that will cause a change in the social class.
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At the level of description, the author represents reality by describing and drawing historical events
and showing the negative, ugly aspects of war and occupation of the land, and communicates with the
code of silence between the three parts of the novel, and in fact, the author's anger from this silence by
depicting victimization generation after generation of Palestinians has been told. The ruling worldview
is a result of the reflection of the Palestinian displaced class, who are either immigrants and second-
class citizens in a country that accepts immigrants, or who are displaced in their land, Palestine, and in
both cases, their fate is being lost, and homelessness.
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