University of Tehran Prees

ADAB-E-ARABI -

(Arabic Literature) (Scientific)

Online ISSN: 2676-4105

http://jalit.ut.ac.ir

Character Analysis in the Novel ""Bait al-Qazi - Al-Arrab al-Akhir"
Based on Karen Horne's Theory

Fereshte Jamshidi

=1 Shahriar Hemmati

2, Yahya marof 3,Hamed Pourheshmati

1.Corresponding Author Ph.D. Candidate of Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Razi University, Kermanshah,
Iran. Email: Fereshteh.jamshidil992@gmail.com.
2. Associate Professor of the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Razi University, Kermanshah, Iran. Email:

sh.hemati@yahoo.com.

3.Professor of the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Razi University, Kermanshah, Iran. Email:

y.marof{@yahoo.com.

4.Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Guilan, Guilan, Iran. Email:

poorheshmati@gmail.com.

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Araticle

Article History:
Received:1, April, 2023

in Revised Form:

1, May, 2023

Accepted:
15 May, 2023

Published onlin:
21 December, 2023

Keywords

Riyad al-Qazi is one of the contemporary Iraqi writers who has depicted
the factors influencing the formation of the personality of different strata
of society in the novel "Bait al-Qazi - Al-Arrab al-Akhir". The present
research aims to analyze the psychological criticism of Riyad Al-Qazi's
novel "Bait Al-Qazi - Al-Arrab Al-Akhir" by descriptive-analytical
method and based on Karen Horne's personality theory, and to identify
the different personality types of the novel and to analyze its neurotic
features and to It looks at the roots of the effective causes in the
formation of characters in the novel and examines the author's purpose
in creating these types of characters. The findings of the research show
that in this novel, the type of aggressive personality or movement against
others is more frequent than other types. Among the neurotic needs that
Hornay puts forward, one can mention power-seeking, sadistic
tendencies and inferiority complex and trying to gain status and social
position, discarding competitors, exploiting others, which the authors
implicitly criticize and depict the harmful effects of each. pulls. One of
the reasons that lead to the formation of these neurotic needs is the
cultural environment and the chaotic atmosphere of Iraq, which plays a
significant role in shaping the character of each person in the novel and
has turned them into anti-social people.

psychological criticism, personality analysis, Karen Horne, Bayt al-Qazi,
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1. Introduction

Psychological criticism has played an important role in the analysis of literary texts in the
contemporary period. So that the analysis of contemporary novels is not possible to some extent
without using this literary genre. Introducing solutions to improve the quality of a literary work and
identifying its strengths and weaknesses is one of the other achievements of psychological criticism,
which provides new solutions for the correctness or incorrectness of a literary work in a codified
framework and using new methods. One of the ways to analyze and recognize a literary work is the
psychological analysis of the characters of that work and the events that happened to them. In the
science of psychology, various definitions have been provided for the concept of personality. The
definition of personality from the point of view of each scientist or each school and group depends on
its specific theory. But if we want to define personality according to the numerous theories of
researchers in this field, we must say: personality is a set of physical, mental and behavioral
characteristics that distinguish each person from another.

Character is considered the most important element that conveys the theme of the story and is an
important factor in the plot of the story. Therefore, it can be said that the character is the most
important and key element of the story, on which the whole story revolves, and the transformation of
events, conflicts, plot, conspiracy and other factors are all formed due to the transformation of the
character. One of the theorists in the field of personality science is Karen Horne. Karen Horne rejects
many of Freud's theories, including his famous "sexual instinct" theory. Contrary to Freud, who
believes that the main cause of mental illnesses is the suppression of instinctive desires and most
importantly, sexual instincts, he believes that mental illnesses are the result of violent and abnormal
relationships between the people in the environment and the child. Like Adler, Horne emphasized
social relationships as important factors in the development of personality. He questioned most of
Freud's concepts, including the Oedipus complex, libido, and the three-part structure of his
personality. According to Karen Horne, people are motivated not by sexual forces or aggression, but
by the need for security and affection. Karen Horne defined basic anxiety as (pervasive and hidden
feeling of being alone and helpless in a hostile world). Basic anxiety is the basis for the development
of later neuroses and is inextricably linked with feelings of hostility and fear. These feelings are
similar in all of us. Each person tries to protect himself from basic anxiety in four ways: including:
gaining love and affection, being submissive, gaining power, withdrawing. These four self-protection
mechanisms have one goal: to defend against underlying anxiety. Each of these self-protection
mechanisms can become such a permanent part of the personality that it takes on the character of a
drive or need in determining a person's behavior.

Hornay introduced ten neurotic needs: 1- Need for love and approval 2- Need for a domineering
spouse. 3- The need to renew life in tight fences. 4- The need for power. 5- The need to exploit others.
6- The need for social credit. 7- The need to be admired. 8- The need for success and ambition. 9- The
need for self-sufficiency and independence. 10- The need for perfectionism. These needs are never
fully satisfied and may conflict with each other and become the source of internal conflicts. For
example, the abnormal need for love and acknowledgment is insatiable; The more a person sees love
and is recognized and converted, the more he feels in need of love, recognition, and admiration, and is
never satisfied with that. These neurotic needs include four ways of protecting oneself from anxiety.
We all show these needs to some extent. None of these needs are abnormal or neurotic in the everyday
and transient sense. What makes them abnormal is that the person desperately and uncontrollably
seeks to satisfy them as the only way to resolve the underlying anxiety. Satisfying these needs doesn't
help us feel safe, it just helps us escape the discomfort caused by anxiety.

These needs can be placed in three classes, each of which shows the individual's attitudes towards
himself and others, including: moving towards people (submissive personality), moving against people
(aggressive personality) and moving away from People (separate personality)... Riyad al-Qazi is one
of the contemporary Iraqi writers who has depicted the factors influencing the formation of the
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personality of different strata of society in the novel "Bait al-Qazi - Al-Arrab al-Akhir". And since the
content of the novel "Bait al-Qazi - Al-Arrab al-Akhir" fits with Karen Horne's psychological theory
and depicts the influence of environmental and cultural factors on the formation of people's
personality, the present research is based on it, using a descriptive-analytical method and based on the
theory The character of Karen Horne will deal with the psychological criticism of the novel "Bait al-
Qazi - Al-Arrab al-Akhir" by Riyad al-Qazi and identify the different personality types of the novel
and analyze its neurotic features and find the root of the effective causes in the formation of the novel's
characters and the author's purpose from creation It examines personality types. In other words, the
authors of this research sought to answer the following questions: 1- According to Karen Horne's
theory of social psychoanalysis, what personality types are there in this novel , 2- What factors have
influenced the behavior of the characters in the novel "Bait al-Qazi", 3- How are the vengeful,
aggressive, anti-social behaviors, etc.

reflected in the characters of the novel "Bait al-Qazi" and what are the most important aspects of
aggressive, affectionate, isolationist behaviors in this novel, By examining the novel and considering
the research hypotheses, we found that: 1. The type of aggressive personality has a high frequency
and has a high statistical population compared to the types that seek love and seclusion. By expressing
the characteristics of the main character of this story, which is "Imran Bey", the author has shown how
the neurotic needs raised by Hornay are destructive and destroy a person's life and future. 2. Among
the neurotic needs that Hornay puts forward, one can mention power-seeking, sadistic tendencies and
inferiority complex and trying to gain status and social position, discarding competitors, exploiting
others, which the authors implicitly criticize and the harmful effects of each. shows. 3. In this novel,
the author has determined the origin of these needs and has shown how the cultural and social
conditions of the society are influential in shaping the personality of people and creates people with
multiple neuroses. 4. The two tendencies of moving away from the people and moving against the
people are evident in the character of Imran Bey as the hero of the story. Neurotic needs satisfy the
tendency to move away from people, including the need for independence and self-sufficiency and the
need for absolute perfectionism to reduce the basic anxiety in his personality.
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