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The science of nahw or Arabic grammar discusses the relationship between
the words of a sentence, with the aim of teaching Arabic speakers how to
speak, read and write correctly, so that there is no problem in understanding
and being understood. Muslim grammarians, from the late 1st century AH
until now, have produced valuable works on the Arabic language and its
grammar that perhaps have no equal in any other language, although they may
have gone to extremes in this regard. Undoubtedly, when an experienced
researcher carefully examines works such as "I'rab Al-Alfiyah of lbn Malik",
they will observe that the authors of these books have made mistakes in the
analysis of some of the manstbat (accusative nouns/objects); because
identifying the role of marfi'at (nominative nouns), majriirat (genitive nouns)
and majzimat (jussive verbs) is relatively easy, but determining the role of
some manstbat is sometimes difficult. The authors of the article attempt to
critiqgue and analyze these errors by relying on the fifth chapter of the book
"Mughni al-Labib". This article aims, through a critical analytical descriptive
method and relying on Ibn Hisham's ten critiques of the mu'ribiin in chapter
five of Mughni al-Labib, to identify the mistakes of the mu'ribiin and work
towards correcting them.
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1.Introduction

The science of nahw or Arabic grammar discusses the relationship between the words of a sentence, with
the aim of teaching Arabic speakers how to speak, read and write correctly, so that there is no problem in
understanding and being understood. This role and purpose is not specific to the Arabic language, but
rather applies to all languages. However, since Arabic is the vessel of the Quran, Muslims - both Arab and
non-Arab - have paid special attention to this language from the very beginning, the product of which is
Sibawayh's "Al-Kitab" in the 2nd century AH. Muslim grammarians, from the late 1st century AH until
now, have produced valuable works on the Arabic language and its grammar that perhaps have no equal in
any other language, although they may have gone to extremes in this regard.

Undoubtedly, when an experienced researcher carefully examines works such as "I'rab Al-Alfiyah of
Ibn Malik", they will observe that the authors of these books have made mistakes in the analysis of some of
the manstbat (accusative nouns/objects); because identifying the role of marfi'at (nominative nouns),
majrirat (genitive nouns) and majzumat (jussive verbs) is relatively easy, but determining the role of some
manstbat is sometimes difficult. The authors of the article attempt to critique and analyze these errors by
relying on the fifth chapter of the book "Mughni al-Labib". Ibn Hisham (d. 761 AH) mentions ten ways to
critique the mu'ribiin (grammarians) in the fifth chapter of "Mughnt", which are as follows:

1. When the mu'rib observes the apparent rules of grammar but does not consider the meaning, they will
slip up.

2. When the mu'rib considers the correct meaning but does not consider the grammatical rules, they will
make a mistake.

3. When the mu'rib ignores a well-known and established rule out of ignorance and negligence, they will
make a grave error.

4. The mu'rib should not mention far-fetched and weak analyses while omitting the strong and correct one.
5. A word in a phrase may have several grammatical analyses, so the mu'rib should not mention one while
omitting the others.

6. The mu'rib must observe the various conditions according to the different chapters, because the
grammarians stipulate one matter (e.g. freezing the explicative appositive and derivation of adjective) in
one chapter but the opposite in another chapter based on the wisdom of language. If the mu'rib does not
consider this, the chapters and conditions will be mixed up.

7. The mu'rib should not justify a statement based on a rule that contradicts the usage of other Arabic
speakers.

8. Sometimes the mu'rib analyzes a statement in a way that is contradicted within the same statement.

9. When faced with ambiguities, the mu'rib should contemplate and not hasten to express an opinion.

10. Sometimes the mu'rib contradicts a principle or the apparent meaning without any justification or
requirement.

The authors of this article seek to answer two questions: 1) In what cases have the mu'ribiin of Al-Alfiyah
made mistakes? 2) To what extent have these mistakes affected understanding the intended meaning?
Before entering the main discussion, a few points need to be clarified: 1) What is the meaning of mu'rib? 2)
Who are the mu'ribiin of Al-Alfiyah? 3) How many mansibat are there in the Arabic language or the
science of nahw? 4) In determining the role of which mansaibat has an error sometimes occurred?

2.The Meaning of I'rab and Mu'rib

"I'rab™ in Arabic literally means "to make clear/manifest”, being the masdar (verbal noun) of the verb
‘a'raba. Mu'rib is the active participle from the same root verb and in technical usage refers to someone who
parses and analyzes sentences. Ibn Hisham titled his book "Mughni al-Labib 'an Kutub al-A'arib" because
in this work he examined the books of Quranic i'rab (grammatical analysis) before him and critiqued the
mistakes of the mu'ribin (grammarians). The term mu'rib is also used for the grammarians who analyzed
Al-Alfiyyah.

One of these mu'ribiin is Khalid ibn 'Abdillah al-Jurjawi, known as Khalid al-Azhari, who is quoted by
al-Khudhari in his commentary on Ibn 'Adil and as-Subban in his commentary on al-Ushmiini, referring to
him as "the mu'rib."
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The next person is Abta Zayd 'Abd ar-Rahman al-Makkadi (d. 807 AH), who in his commentary on Al-
Alfiyyah analyzed the i'rab of Ibn Malik's poetry, becoming a reference for later mu'ribiin. The third is
Muhammad MuhyT ad-Din 'Abd al-Hamid (d. 1972 CE), who also wrote an i'rab of Al-Alfiyyah, although
in most cases he relied on the i'rab of al-AzharT and al-Makktidi and made the same mistakes as them.

In the books analyzing the i'rab of Ibn Malik's Al-Alfiyyah, we have come across cases where mistakes
were made in the grammatical analysis due to not considering the meaning. This is because the mu'ribtin of
Al-Alfiyyah either did not take the meaning into account in many instances, or their statements did not
match the rules of grammar. Among these contradictions that were addressed were the i'rab (grammatical
analysis) of some accusative (mansiib) words. We have categorized most of these contradictions into five
types:

First: Accusatives (mansubat) that complete the meaning of the preceding verb and serve as its
predicate, so these verbs should be treated as defective verbs, but the mu'ribiin analyzed them as
circumstantial accusatives (hal).

Second: Accusatives that were actually adjectives (sifah) modifying an omitted modified noun (mawsaf
muhdhaf), but they analyzed them as circumstantial accusatives.

Third: In some cases, they analyzed the second object of doubly transitive verbs as a circumstantial
accusative.

Fourth: Confusing the first and second objects of some doubly transitive verbs, like 'awla yalT'.

Fifth: In many cases, the word 'mutlagan’ was actually an adjective modifying an omitted absolute object
(maf'al mutlag), but they analyzed it as a circumstantial accusative.

As mentioned in the abstract, the number of accusative nouns in Arabic exceeds the number of
nominatives, genitives and subjunctives. Grammarians have enumerated seventeen types of accusatives: 1)
Direct object, 2) Absolute object, 3) Temporal object, 4) Objective complement, 5) Object of
accompaniment, 6) Circumstantial accusative, 7) Specification, 8) Accusative by elision of a jar
preposition, 9) Noun following verb-resembling particles, 10) Noun following 'la' of negating the genus,
11) Predicate of defective verbs, 12) Predicate of verbs of inception, 13) Predicate of 'ma' and 'la'
resembling 'laysa’, 14) First and second objects of verbs of the heart, 15) Exception, 16) Vocative, 17)
Adjective for an omitted absolute object. It should be noted that some accusatives, like specification,
warning and allurement are subsumed under the direct object category.

Among these accusatives, the mu'ribiin made mistakes in six cases: 1) The predicate of defective verbs,
like "wa masdarun munakkarun halan yaga" where "halan" is the predicate of "yaqa", since "yaga" means
"to become" and is thus a defective verb, but they analyzed it as a circumstantial accusative. 2) The
adjective of an omitted absolute object, like "wa ghayru madhin mithlahu qad 'amila" where "mithlahu" is
implied as "'amila mithlahu", not a circumstantial accusative. 3) The second object of a doubly transitive
verb, like "wastumila ismanw wa kadha 'an wa 'ala" where "isman" is the second object of "istu'mila" but
they called it a circumstantial accusative. 4) Mistaking the first and second objects of doubly transitive
verbs, like "wa awli dha al-makhstisa" where "dha" is the second object and "al-makhstsa™ is the first
object of "awla", but the mu'ribiin reversed them. 5) Failing to consider the meaning, like the verb "i'rab"
which has three meanings: 1) to deem (something) Arabic, 2) to apply grammatical analysis (i'rab), 3) to
assign a grammatical role. These can be critiqued based on the first, fourth, fifth and ninth points of Ibn
Hisham.

This article aims, through a critical analytical descriptive method and relying on lbn Hisham's ten
critiques of the mu'ribiin in chapter five of Mughni al-Labib, to identify the mistakes of the mu'ribtin and
work towards correcting them.
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