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In the view of modern historicism, the narration of the incident is influenced by
the discourse of power in the society and the interpretation of any event is a
function of the political and social conditions and the dominant discourse. For
this reason, literary works can narrate a history that defines the dominant
discourse of each period .Now the question is how Elias Khoury was able to

identify the dominant discourse in the novel of Bab Al-Shams. The descriptive-

analytical study of the work shows that the author in this novel is the narrator
of the suffering that the Palestinians suffered after the Nakbat in 1948 and
shows an image of displacement and its consequences. But in its hidden layers,
it is the narrator of a discourse that tries to forget the ideology of Palestine and
spread the ideology of Zionism. Even the modern Israeli historians who are
claimed to have tried to depict part of Israel's crimes, still in the hidden layers
of their works, In the end, their way of looking has implicit support for Israel.
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1 Introduction

Today, society has complex experiences, feelings, and attitudes that are derived from their social life
and are influenced by social, political, and economic. Most of the historians, due to the direct
encounter with the events, express the issues that the ruling power demands, therefore, literary works
are a good option for researchers who are trying to reveal the hidden corners of the truth.

Palestinian literature is a highly political literature, influenced by dramatic changes in this country in
the last century. Hegemony of Ottoman Empire over the Arab states included Palestine as part of it_,
the British mandate for Palestine, and then the occupation by Israel, led to the fact that this country
was indeed unable to experience an independent period, and it was constantly struggling with
foreigners. Therefore, it is normal that the subject matter of the literature in Palestine is full of fight
and resistance themes, in which fiction literature has a unique place. This is unique because fiction due
to its affinity with the real life of the society was welcomed by people and was also able to reflect the
most immediate issues to be a whole-view reflection of what the people are facing with.

2- Literature review

The works written in the field of modern historicism and literature show that how political and
ideological power had an effect on the presentation of events and reveal the characteristics of his time
and political motivations and ideological conflicts and cultural diversity. Some works have also
studing the novel Bab al-Shams from different atitude, but no research has been done regarding
modern historicism in this work.

3- Method

This is a descriptive-analytical research. First, modern historiography is reviewed. Then, The view of
modern historians of Israel towards the issue of Palestine has been examined in their works; next,
Cases have been investigated that show that these writers are trying to induce their biased views to the
audience in their works.

4- Discussion

Modern historicism is one of the newest methods of text analysis in the field of literary and historical
studies. "The historicity of the text" and "the textuality of history" are among the issues raised in
modern historicism. According to these historians, the literary text tells many issues as a historical
context; That is, the cultural totality governing each period can be extracted from the details of a text.
On the other hand, history is like literature from an ontological point of view. Because historians, like
poets and writers, are influenced by the prevailing culture and political climate in presenting the
realities of society. In other words, the historian is also a kind of narrator. In traditional historicism,
written history was considered an accurate depiction of actual events and a background for literature.
5- Outline of the discussion

Discourse of power in the novel

Although Khoury himself mentions at the end of the novel Bab al-Shams that this work was composed
by rereading memories, reports and interviews, but what is more worthy of reflection is the discourse
that appears in the narratives of the novel. And it shows the dominance of the Israeli discourse on the
society and the different view of the Israeli historians on the history of Palestine.

The weakness of the discourse had caused many events to be neglected and the contents to be recorded
in a cursory manner. But more important than the weakness of the Palestinian discourse is the strength
of the Israeli discourse, which has extended its control over the public opinion of the world in various
dimensions and is trying to promote the interpretation of the Palestinian issue in its favor.

One of the points that the Israeli authorities and intellectuals constantly exploit for their interests is the
Holocaust. Addressing this issue directly and indirectly is ultimately aimed at justifying the existence
of a country called Israel. Amnon Kapeliouk's book titled "Sabra & Shatila" is considered one of the
most reliable books in dealing with the crime of Sabra and Shatila, but the author has tried many times
while dealing with this crime to exonerate the Israeli military as much as possible. Not only Kapeliouk
but also the media of the world cover the crime of Sabra and Shatila with the word "crime™ and never
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use the word "genocide". Another noteworthy point in this incident is the action of the Israelis in
moving the books, documents, and manuscripts of the Palestine Liberation Organization library to an
unknown location, which deprived Palestinians and Arabs of important sources of information.

But Israeli historians known as "modern historians™ (Benny Morris, llan Pappé, Avi Shlaim, Simha
Flapan) have written works that reveal Israel's crimes more than ever. Modern historians refer to a
group of Israeli historians who have challenged the traditional narratives of Israel's history in cases
such as lIsrael's role in displacing thousands of Palestinians in 1948 and the Arabs' green light for
peace talks. But most of the original primary sources used by this group are Israeli government papers,
which have only recently become available due to the thirty years of secrecy after the establishment of
Israel. This means that their source of information was Israeli sources, a point that strengthens the
dominance of the discourse of the ruling power on the author's thought. Because according to the
opinion of modern historians, the history that historians write in their works is not an objective and
impartial recording of the events, but the interpretation of the events is based on the dominant
discourse. So arab intellectuals also consider the new historians of Israel not as an attempt to clarify
the truth, but as another proof of the criminality of Zionism, which they are trying to cover up.

5 Conclusion

The result of the review of the work shows that Elias Khoury has been able to show the hidden layers
of the dominant discourse well in writing the novel. In the background of the story, some narratives
show lIsrael's efforts to overcome its discourse. Israel's continuous efforts in the political, social and
economic fields, along with trying to change the public opinion of the world towards the Palestinian
issue, indicate its actions in stabilizing its position. This process is visible in the works of historians
who seem to carry the banner of truthfulness and impartiality, how in the hidden layers of their works
they try to show a justified face of Israel and see it from an angle. provide solutions themselves, not
from the perspective of the Palestinians. In addition to this hegemony of Israeli power, one should also
mention the weakness of the Palestinian discourse, which Khoury has been able to point out in many
places in the novel. It should not be ignored that the author himself in some cases has been captured by
the hegemony of the prevailing discourse and mentions the Israeli government.
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