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The reflection of the social culture of Arab life can be seen in many parts of the
text of Nahj al-Balagha. Propositions of execration and cursing are one of the
expressive linguistic elements of the culture of those times, which are important
from different linguistic, psychological, and social dimensions. The use of these
propositions by Imam Ali (PBUH) is sometimes strange and unfamiliar to the
audience who is unfamiliar with the context of the speech, and transferring it to
another culture from the context of translation seems to be an outstanding
challenge due to the hidden aspects of meaning and cultural differences. These
utterances, like many independent compounds such as proverbs, are connected to
other parts of the text in terms of meaning and indicate a part of the social
structure of Imam Ali's era. In the current research, relying on the descriptive-
analytical method, based on pragmatics and situational context, an attempt is
made to evaluate the implicit meanings of some of these meanings in
Garmaroodi's translation of Nahj al-Balagha. Examining the situational and
textual context of the use of speech acts of reproach and cursing in Nahj al-
Balagha indicates the drawing of motives such as warning and neglect,
disillusioning, humiliation, reprimand, surprise, and persuasion, along with due
evaluation of the audience as well. The audience of these propositions were
sometimes the relatives, friends, and people of the cities under the Imam's rule,
and sometimes they were his enemies, which the Imam often used when
complaining about and reproaching them. In the margin of his translation,
Garmaroodi has pointed out the aspects of their meanings along with the
semantics of a number of these expressions and has tried to create a correct
concept of these types of expressions as infused within translation, by considering
the secondary meanings of these expressions, such as contempt, expressing
surprise, warning and reprimand, etc., and has put forth the interpretations within
the translation.

Nahj al-Balagha, execration, Garmaroodi's translation, implicit meaning,
pragmatics.
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1.Introduction

In Nahj al-Balagha, the social culture and natural fabric of Arab life can be observed in many different
aspects. The curse statements are one of the expressive linguistic elements of the culture of those times
that are important from various linguistic, anthropological, and psychological dimensions. The
deliberate and purposeful selection of these expressions in Nahj al-Balagha, which sometimes reflect
the Imam's (AS) tone of sharpness, severity, and seriousness, captures every audience's attention.
These expressions, alongside supplicatory sentences, have a noticeable diversity and abundance that
are used in their specific forms due to the position they hold and sometimes have metaphorical and
secondary implications. The use of such expressions in Nahj al-Balagha may create suspicion for
today's audience due to their lack of knowledge of the cultural content of Nahj al-Balagha; in other
words, in Nahj al-Balagha, because of its distance from our time and the detachment of our generation
from the foundation of our language, we find seemingly strange and unfamiliar words and authentic
combinations that the reader (today) may struggle to understand some of the words and parts of the
sentences, which is not a sign of weakness or ambiguity of words, but rather a lack of understanding
on the reader's part. Supplicatory and curse sentences are often placed in the form of objections in
various positions within the text structure and, due to their lack of syntactic connection with other
parts of the sentence, they appear as superfluous and padding phrases (Ilbn Athir, 1939/2: 183), in a
way that their removal does not disrupt the syntactic structure of the sentence; this has led to their
importance and functions not being properly examined, and with a superficial interpretation, their
apparent purpose in translations is overlooked, and their cultural implications are neglected.
Uniformity in equivalence selection, lack of attention to the situational context, and failure to mention
the context in translating these phrases are often observed. As the late Dashti puts it, in the existing
translations of Nahj al-Balagha, the main purpose of communication is often not followed, and with a
literal translation of phrases, the real intentions of the speaker are not accessible (Dashti, 1391: 11).

In the analytical reading of these passages, in addition to the speaker and the text of the speech,
other elements such as motivation, audience, and the context of the communication (including time,
place, etc.) must be considered to clarify the prevailing atmosphere surrounding the delivery of these
statements. One of the linguistic areas that focuses on the mentioned aspects and pays attention to the
study of the language's functional dimension is Pragmatics. This approach seeks to rescue linguistic
analyses from being stuck at the level of traditional semantics by using cognitive and communicative
tools (Nik, 2005: 28). From a pragmatic perspective, the issue arises as to how listeners make
inferences about the speaker's intentions from their words and how a significant part of the unsaid is
considered part of the message of a text or utterance (Yule, 1393: 11). This issue marks the
intersection of this modern branch of linguistics with translation, revealing the close connection
between the two in unraveling the speaker's intentions.
2.Methodology
In this study, an attempt is made to examine the types of imprecatory statements in Nahj al-Balagha
and investigate how these statements are translated in the translation by Garmaroudi. Furthermore, to
provide a clear picture of the translator's performance in analyzing the evidence, reference is made to
other contemporary translations such as Ayati, Faiz al-Islam, Dashti, Shahidi, Makarem Shirazi, and
others, to highlight the differences in translation coordinates. It is noteworthy that Garmaroudi's
translation stands out from other contemporary translations due to the marginal notes and research
additions regarding the explanation of some of the rhetorical expressions and figurative language in
Nahj al-Balagha (including imprecatory expressions). According to Khormashi, this translation
contains around three thousand useful research annotations that distinguish it from other Persian
translations (Garmaroudi, 1399: 1294).

Therefore, in this research, Garmaroudi's translation was chosen as the basis for examining the
translation evidence. Additionally, to avoid dispersion and limit the scope of the research, prominent
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and diverse evidence of imprecatory statements was selected, which the translator has analyzed the
semantic aspects of in the margins of the translation.

This article aims to provide appropriate answers to the following questions in line with the focus of
this study: a) What rhetorical functions do imprecatory statements in Nahj al-Balagha serve based on
context and implicit conditions? b) To what extent has the translator (Garmaroudi) succeeded in
conveying the hidden dimensions of meaning and implicit connotations of imprecatory statements?
3.Findings
From the perspective of applied linguistics, the implication of a statement derives from the whole of
verbal communication; that is, the use of a proposition in an interactive context makes the intended
meaning clear. Disregarding these implications in translation distorts the speaker's intention from its
natural course and disrupts the logical structure of the text. In this study, examples of translating curse
statements in Nahj al-Balagha, based on Mosavi Garmaroudi's translation, were analyzed. The
audience of these statements has sometimes been close associates and residents of cities under the
Imam’s rule and at times his enemies, whom the Imam often addressed during moments of grandeur
and complaint. A notable point in these statements is that their usage is accompanied by audience
assessment, and the Imam indirectly urges his audience to perform or refrain from certain actions by
relying on persuasive or emotional influence. Due to their diverse connotations and specific
ideological and cultural significance, these statements hold particular importance in translation. As
revealed in this analysis, the secondary meanings derived from these expressions somehow
complement their explicit meanings, requiring an examination of the situational context and linguistic
structure. Examining the situational and textual context of the usage of curse statements in Nahj al-
Balagha indicates the depiction of motivations such as warning and vigilance, contempt and reproach,
expressing wonderment, persuasion, and more.

Unlike most contemporary translators, Garmaroudi, in translating some of these curse statements,
has paid sufficient attention to the position of the speaker, the diversity of the audience, and the
context of the application of these statements. For example, in the translation of the phrase ", Ui v,"

according to its application context, he equated it to "fathers of forgiveness" (in reproaching allies) and
the equivalent of "fatherless" (in reproaching enemies), while in most contemporary translations, this
distinction in equivalence is not observed, and the explicit meaning of the phrase is considered in the
translations. In some statements, such as the translation of "<.i <:ss," like other translators, he has

rendered the explicit meaning (desiring death); however, this concept does not align with the speaker's
intention and the conversational context.
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