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Article Ifo Abstract
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Didascalia is an element of the drama structure that includes the author's

_ instructions in the form of a scene description and is second in importance
Article type: after the main text as a secondary text. This concept is one of the common
Research Article . . . . .
concepts in the field of theater, and its many functions have made it

compatible with theatrical events. These functions help the actor in playing

Article History: the roles by being able to plan and clarify the titles, characters, behavioral
_ and verbal actions as well as time and place. By focusing on these
Received: functions, the Omani poet Saif al-Rahbi has given his poems the ability to

14, August, 2023 examine them with a dramatic view. This research, with a descriptive-

analytical approach, while admiring Al-Rahbi's poetry and the uniqueness
In Revised form: of his style in his compositions, aims to reveal the main purpose of the poet
5, October, 2023 in using scene descriptions. In this regard, this research has paid attention to
five of the most prominent functions that play an important role in the
Accepted: formation of didascalia structure, that is, nominal, melodic, spatial,
4. November, 2023 temporal, and scenography functions. However the result of the research
indicates that the poet's attention to the characteristics of performing arts is
_ ) derived from his attitude towards how to express and search for a broad
Published Online: vision that covers all scenes, for him, poetry is a mixture of different arts.
22, August, 2024 Narrative language dominates Al-Rahbi's poetic structure, therefore, he
portrays his daily observations, exile, and criticism of class conflict through

didascalia to renew and avoid stereotyped methods.
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1.Introduction

Didactics work to give the reader of the text the necessary instructions by changing the written
language into a visual image and kinetic actions. Theatrical instructions help the recipient to
embody the theatrical performance through the functions that play an effective role in directing
the director, the actor, the viewer, and the reader, thus drawing their attention to the internal and
external notes that the author or writer attaches to the main text. This mechanism associated
with dramatic texts has also spread among poets, especially those who tend to innovate in their
poetic productions and focus on creating expressive poetic images that take poetry out of its
stereotypes and rigidity into new and innovative patterns.

2.Methodology

The Omani poet Saif Al Rahbi paid attention to the didactic aspect in his poetic texts in an
attempt to break out of traditional spaces. This became clear according to the descriptive-
analytical approach through which we reviewed all of Al Rahbi’s poetic productions to delve
into Al Rahbi’s poetic experience from a new perspective available in his poetry and study it
according to the mechanisms of theatrical art. Accordingly, we divided the axes in the analytical
section into five functions, including the nominal, tonal, local, temporal, and scenographic
functions according to what we extracted from evidence to determine the poet’s purpose in
focusing on this theatrical mechanism in his poetic works.

3.Discussion and Results

1- Nominal function: The nominal function helps in describing the character and we study in it
what is related to the titles chosen by the author and the names of the characters and actors:

1-1 Nominal description:

Ibn Majid: The famous Omani Arab sailor (Al-Rahbi, 2018: 1/365)

This leads us to the poet’s attachment to the Omani figures, both ancient and modern, and his
keenness to mention their names to shed light on Omani culture.

2-1 Physical description:

The child approaches/ from the lake water/ the mother follows him with her blond face/ which
has light freckles on it (Al-Rahbi, 2018: 3/103)

What comes to mind through the physical description that Al-Rahbi uses to describe the
mother’s character is that this character is not Arab and does not reflect the image of Arab
women in general and Omani women in particular, as (the blond color) and (light freckles)
reflect the foreign image of women.

3-1 Social Description:

There in the heights/ A shepherd lives with his family/ Of sheep, wife, and children/ He
descends barefoot/ In his lap a crying child/ And a jug of water (Al-Rahbi, 2018: 3/258)

The atmosphere that prevails in this scene paves the way for the embodiment of the daily reality
in which the shepherds live, such that every line and every word carries within it strong
indications that stop the reader and control him until he can touch a small part of these people’s
lives.

4-1 Psychological description:

Genghis Khan, in supplication and reverence, addresses the god who was made from the
fragments of a moonlit sky and stormy clouds :My God, with your unlimited power, help me to

unite the Mongols and overcome this barren and rugged land. The god responded to his call (Al-
Rahbi, 2018: 3/311)

Al-Rahbi invokes a historical figure by alluding to the name (Genghis Khan), the founder and
leader of the Mongol Empire, then attributes to him three states that describe the character:
supplication, reverence, and addressing.
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2- The tonal function: The tonal function focuses on the verbal aspect and determines the way
the dialogue is pronounced according to the situation or position:

Whispering/ The woman speaks to her friend/ As if there is a secret/ A hidden secret like an
aggressive fish/ Swimming with her in the water (Al-Rahbi, 2018: 2/190)

The tonal function is evident in this example by drawing attention to the word whisper. The poet
intended, through this employment, to bring the scene of the conversation between two women
closer in a tangible way.

3- Local function: It indicates the definition of places and spaces and prepares the reader to form
an idea about the environment or theatrical scene:

The Arab ruler sits, morning and evening, on the couches of gold and silk, thinking: How many
free men have | not yet enslaved, how many women have | not yet bereaved, how many hungry
men have not yet died, how many pieces of history and land have I not attached to my far-flung
farm and my name. (Al-Rahbi, 2018: 3/333) The local function here refers to the authority of
the ruler.

4- Temporal function: The temporal function usually accompanies the local function, and time
“is closely and directly connected to the theatrical text, and is important for its internal world
and also important in terms of the continuity of the text:

Pirates sail in the dark of night, wrapped in weapons and a secret oath, dreaming of the treasure
hidden in the terrain of the depths (Al-Rahbi, 2018: 3/120)

The time frame (dark night) specified in this scene goes with the course of events and is in line
with the nominal function that emphasizes the social dimension connected to the character of
the pirates.

5- Scenographic function: All aesthetic details that contribute to providing visual enjoyment for
the audience, including decor, lighting, costumes, accessories, and everything the context of the
text requires for decoration, fall within the scenographic function:

A calm sea/ Fishing boats and street vendors/ With hats on their heads/ Kites/ With Buddhist
priests on board in their yellow shirts/ Returning to their temples/ On the mountaintops and deep
in the forests (Al-Rahbi, 2018: 3/32)

Al-Rahbi shares his daily life with the addressee, and for this purpose, he uses the scenographic
function to narrate his observations in a simplified manner.

Conclusion

It seems that many motives led the poet to resort to employing rascals. From this standpoint, we
note that Al-Rahbi’s lack of satisfaction with the purely poetic experience and the search for a
broader vision that embraces his different style in terms of writing Arabic prose poetry, in
addition to his interest in guiding the recipient, is included among the factors that prompted the
poet to bring his poetry closer to the features of theatrical formation, especially the employment
of the discal text.
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