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In order to gain a more accurate understanding of the meanings
and messages in a text, it is not enough to just focus and rely on its
main world. Indeed, it is also necessary to examine its sub-worlds.
Following advances in cognitive approaches in literary criticism,
terms such as hypothetical worlds, possible worlds, secondary
worlds, sub-worlds etc. were taken into consideration to examine
literary texts through a more comprehensive and modern lens.
Among such theories is Paul Werth's Text World Theory. In his
theory of world discourse, he addresses three categories for text
analysis, among which is the sub-worlds' approach. Through this
approach, certain parameters are used to examine the existence of
another world that exists in the context of a main world, and thus
its meanings and functions are investigated. Considering the
pluralism of discourse and the variety of semantic contexts in
post-modern poetry, this paper examines and analyzes the poetry
book of Wadih Sa'adeh, a prominent Lebanese poet, to find out to
what extent sub-words exist in his poetry and how the poet has
used them to expand on and promote his meanings. The result of
the research shows that by creating sub-worlds along the the one-
dimensional and static world, Wadih Sa'adeh has added
dynamism, reflected silent voices or voices in exile, departed from
the absolute reality and approached multiple and diverse realities.
Moreover, he has used different parameters of time, place, speech,
and attitude.
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1.Introduction

In order to know and be aware of the meanings and messages of a text, it is not enough to be
satisfied with its main world, but it is also necessary and necessary to examine the worlds that
are included in it. After the progress of cognitive approaches in literary criticism, the category
of hypothetical, possible, sub-worlds, sub-inclusive worlds and worlds with these titles were
taken into consideration for examining literary texts from a comprehensive and new lens, which
among these theories can be He referred to the world theory of "Pulworth” text. In the theory of
the world of discourse, he deals with three categories for text analysis, among these categories is
the approach of sub-worlds or sub-worlds that use parameters to the existence of another
existing world that is formed in the context of the main world. and examines its meanings and
functions. The new approaches of theory and literary criticism, the progress of cognitive science
and its relationship with literary criticism, led to the development of research in the field of
humanities and literary research and to achieve more accurate and realistic results. Cognitive
science entered the field of linguistics and caused the formation of a trend called cognitive
linguistics. Cognitive linguistics emerged in the late 1970s in response to constructivist
approaches. The origin of this linguistic approach is embodied in empiricism and realism,
among which we can mention mental visualization and the unconscious superiority of thinking -
which is rooted in Hersol's works - as well as the metaphorical nature of abstract concepts. The
debate about the possible world, sub-world, mental or parallel world is one of the important
debates in cognitive linguistics in the contemporary era, and considering the connection
between mind and language in this approach, exploring this world is considered necessary and
important. In Paul Worth's theory of the world of discourse, this case is referred to as inclusive
worlds. Based on this idea, in a general view, just as other parallel and secondary worlds are
mentioned in the main and present world, the principle of multiplicity of worlds and its division
into main/current worlds and parallel, possible and secondary worlds is also mentioned in the
text. What is important in the semantics of literary and linguistic texts is the discovery and
investigation of these worlds for the development of the circle of literary criticism, which can be
effective for understanding the functions and inference of the main and basic world. The
theoretical body of the text world, of which the sub world is one of them, was first proposed by
Paul Worth. Ideas and articles about this approach that were presented between the eighties and
the nineties, Finally, in 1999, it was published by his students and friends under the title of a
special book called "Text Worlds, Representation of Conceptual Space in Discourse". Then
after him, people like Peter Stockwell (2002), Joanna Govins (2007), developed and completed
this theory and approach and made its theoretical foundation coherent. According to this theory,
when humans communicate with each other, they picture the scene, space and world in their
mind. According to Stockwell Jahan, the text is a linguistic event that includes at least two
participants, as well as a representation that contains textuality, beyond the combination of text
and context. Therefore, cognitive approaches and especially the theory of the world of the text
and more precisely the axis of inclusive worlds create the possibility of creating different
meanings and interpretations and require multiple readings that are specific to contemporary
texts.

2. Methodology

This article examines one of Wadih Saadeh's poetic divans as an " Trying to connect two banks
with sound ", based on the world axes included in Paul Worth's world of discourse theory. Just
as the cognitive approach considers the text as a product of the author's mind, Paul Worth also
considers criticism and interpretation as a product of the reader's mind, and none of them have
certainty. Therefore, in this article, by accepting the principle of relativity and forming the
discussed textual body from multiple worlds that can be visualized in Paul Worth's theoretical
foundation into three worlds, Also, by accepting dynamism and pluralism in the discourse of
postmodern poetry, the investigation of these worlds and the functions discussed in it is done in
one of the postmodern poetry divans of Wadih Saadeh, in order to finally find an answer to the




A Function-oriented Study of Sub-worlds in the Poetry of Wadih Sa'adeh Based on Paul Werth’s Theory: A Case Study.. 3

following two questions: What sub-universes does the discussed poetry book of Wadih Saadeh
have? - What role have the worlds included in the discussed poetry book played in terms of
semantic development and the type of induced meanings?

3.Findings

Wadih Saadeh's poetry book is the result of his turbulent mind and introspection, and this means
duality in the construction of secondary worlds. On the one hand, introversion leads to the
shrinking of secondary worlds, and on the other hand, the domination of the mind and the
excessive reliance of the poetic world on the cognitive power has caused the proliferation of
secondary and parallel worlds. As a result, secondary worlds are used with a high frequency in
Wadih's poems, but worlds consisting of less external elements and internal and mental
elements play a more effective role. The world of reference by direct quotation has been given
less attention due to the lack of frequent involvement of external elements, and the quotations
are more about associations and retelling of the poet's own thoughts, which have been used in
various direct and indirect forms in some cases. Also, temporal and spatial adjustments have
played a greater role in the formation of this world, and the specific timelessness of post-
modern poetry and the lack of attribution to a specific time in the mental world of Wadih, have
caused multiple worlds based on times to be formed in the work. Attitudinal worlds with their
three sides are used repeatedly in Wadih's poetry and have a high frequency. What is the
connecting link of these multiple worlds is the specific world views of the poet. In such a way
that the world of desire is based on the achievement of the poet's fantasy and unrealistic goals,
and the world of belief is based on the belief in nothingness and silence, and the goal world is
expressed to express the minimum that man is deprived of.

4.Conclusion

Considering the pluralism of discourse and the variety of semantic contexts in postmodern
poetry, this research tries to investigate how it is used and analyzed in the poetry notebook of
one of the prominent Lebanese poets named Wadih Saadeh to investigate how much the worlds
included in the poem He has an active presence and how the poet has used them to multiply and
develop meaning. The result of the research shows that in his poetry, by using the construction
of inclusive worlds, along with animation, the reflection of silent voices and on the margins or
exile, Wadih Saadeh avoids absolute reality and turns to multiple and diverse reality instead of a
static world and One dimension has used  this word and has used different parameters of
timeplace, speech , attitude.
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