University of Tehran Prees

ADAB-E-ARABI B

(Arabic Literature) (Scientific)

Online ISSN: 2676-4105

http://jalit.ut.ac.ir

The Pragmatic Semiotics of Human Positional Movement Verb in the Holy Quran
Jalal Marami'“'=', Bijann Karmi Meir Azizi'", Ghader Prize'*”, Taebe Abbasi'""*
1. Corresponding Author Passociate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Persian Literature and Foreign Languages, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:

jalalmarami@yahoo.com

2. Passociate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Persian Literature and Foreign
Languages, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: dr.b.karami@gmail.com

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and LiteratureFaculty of Persian Literature and
Foreign Languages, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: ghpariz@yahoo.com

4. PhD Student, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Persian Literature and Foreign
Languages, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, [ran. E-mail: eghbal1976@gmail.com

Araticle Ifo

Abstract

Araticle type:
Research Article

Araticle History:

Article History :
Received:
9, September, 2023

In Revised form:
24, December, 2023

Accepted:
19, April, 2025

Published online:

Keywords:

semiotics, pragmatics,
action verbs, positional,

the Holy Quran

The present study investigates dynamic verbs from pragmatic
semiotics as one of critical approaches among others which clarifies
the analysis of signs and their invisible relationships in meaning of the
components. The application of this approach is not actualizing the
meaning of a signs. It is rather an approach which defines the process
of evolution of signs. These verbs are of a tridimensional abstract or
concrete nature. Deprivation of any dimension is equivalent to losing
the sign altogether. Human acts in holy verses studied are the means to
non - verbal communication and common behavior represent culture
which culminates in doing or avoiding them. The verbs are restricted
meaning wis, hence they were investigated with regard to their
communicative use. The present study analyses these verbs from a
pragmatic semiotics perspective. The description and analysis of the
aforementioned verbs starts from a materialistic level and move on to
the effective use of a sign in society. According to the results some
features of these verbs can be generalized to other pragmatic signs.
From among the feature, open -endedness in meaning. Some of the
dimensions are regarded as equivalent in meaning. This makes these
signs significant in the process of semiosis.

Cite this The Author(s): Marami, J., Karmi Meir Azizi, B., prize, G., Abbasi, T., (2025): The Pragmatic Semiotics
of Human Positional Movement Verb in the Holy Quran: Journal of Adab-e-Arabi (Arabic Literature-Scientific)
Vol. 17, No. 2, Summer, Serial No.44.(1-25). DOI: 10.22059/jalit.2023.364980.612726

m Publisher: Unversity of Tehran Press



https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3304-5096
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8461-6563
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4903-7325
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-0782-0124
https://litd.atu.ac.ir/
mailto:jalalmarami@yahoo.com%E2%80%AC%E2%80%AC%E2%80%AC
mailto:jalalmarami@yahoo.com%E2%80%AC%E2%80%AC%E2%80%AC
mailto:dr.b.karami@gmail.com
https://litd.atu.ac.ir/
mailto:ghpariz@yahoo.com
mailto:eghbal1976@gmail.com
https://jalit.ut.ac.ir/article_95225.html?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3304-5096�
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8461-6563�
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4903-7325�
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-0782-0124�
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/�
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/�

2 Journal of Adab-e-Arabi (Arabic Literature-Scientific) Vol. 17, No. 2, Summer, 2025 - Serial No.44
Introduction

This article examines human positional action verbs from the perspective of pragmatic
semiotics. This approach analyzes signs and invisible semantic relationships, aiming to uncover
the process of sign production. Action verbs in the Quran, viewed as pragmatic signs, consist of
three dimensions: material and immaterial. Dissecting these dimensions reveals the fragility of
the sign. These actions reflect general behavior and cultural manifestations, serving as non-
verbal communication channels. The lexical meanings of these actions are limited, highlighting
the need to focus on their social application and communicative aspects. This research employs

an analytical-descriptive method based on Peirce's pragmatic semiotics, emphasizing contextual
intuition.The increasing knowledge of the Holy Quran and the emphasis on the necessity of
drawing scholars' attention to the importance of semiotic science necessitates research in this
area. The aim of this article is to provide a pathway for re-reading Islamic heritage from various
aspects and in a novel way. This article seeks to rediscover the cultural and civilizational
characteristics of Muslims through the Holy Quran.

The methodology for studying action verbs in this article is analytical-descriptive based on
pragmatic semiotics. The researcher begins by examining the meanings of lexical verbs to
highlight the narrow boundaries of those lexical meanings. The study then continues according
to the context in which these communicative signs were created, starting from the material
element and ultimately reaching the interpretants or intended meanings. Here, the interpretant is
not considered an explicator.Previous studies on action verbs in the Holy Quran are scattered.
Among the most significant studies in this field is the article "Analysis of the Function of
Action Verbs in the Quran from a Cognitive Perspective" by Fatemeh Mirkhalkhadad and
Valiollah Hosseini, which examines action verbs from a cognitive viewpoint without addressing
pragmatic meanings.

Action Verbs: Channels of Non-Verbal Communication

Action verbs serve as non-verbal signs, encompassing traffic signals, sign language, and body
movements. They are categorized into three main types: transitional action verbs, those leading
to stability, and positional action verbs.

Human Action Verbs

Human action verbs play a significant role in non-verbal communication and can be innate or
learned. These actions may be culture-specific or universally applicable to all humans.
Dimensions of Pragmatic Action Verbs

As pragmatic signs, action verbs consist of three dimensions: the representative, the subject, and
the interpretant. The representative replaces something, the subject refers to reality, and the
interpretant encompasses emotional and logical impacts.

Principles of Sign Analysis

Sign analysis is based on the production of signs and related processes. This process, first
examines the representative, then the subject, and finally the interpretant.

Semiotic Analysis

Semiotic analysis involves various signs, such as images and posters, and explores their
connections to their subjects.

Semiotic Action

The concept of semiotics is grounded in its impact on the audience, where non-verbal signs also
possess communicative and influential aspects.
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This text explores action verbs in the Quran, analyzing their impact on religious and cultural

meanings. The verses of the Quran include descriptions of body movements that convey deeper
meanings. For instance, the action of "turning of the hands" symbolizes the regret and sorrow of
a person who realizes he has lost his wealth, effectively illustrating his feelings of defeat and
loss. This movement serves as a poignant reminder of the emotional turmoil that accompanies
material loss.

Regarding "rejection of hands in mouths," this movement signifies the denial and disbelief of
disbelievers, who repeatedly show their unwillingness to accept the truth through hand gestures.
This action clearly depicts their reluctance to heed the divine message and highlights their
persistent denial. It teaches us how some individuals, due to their biases, overlook the truth.

The act of "slapping the face" represents the astonishment and surprise of Abraham's wife at the
divine promise. This act serves as a natural reaction to unexpected news, reflecting her deep
feelings of disbelief and wonder at the prospect of a miracle. It reminds us that humans often
experience astonishment in the face of unimaginable realities.

"Turning of the face" signifies the Prophet's search for divine revelation, indicating his
eagerness and desire for guidance for his people. This movement carries a profound connection
to prayer and the expectation of mercy, showcasing the emotional and spiritual aspirations of
the Prophet.

Finally, "covering with garments" symbolizes the hypocrites' attempts to hide from God.
These movements not only enrich the textual meaning but also depict the culture and behavior
of society. Such analyses contribute to a deeper understanding of the Quranic messages and
their effects on Muslim identity, illustrating how these actions reflect emotions and social
behaviors. Overall, the exploration of these action verbs highlights their significance in
conveying complex emotional and cultural narratives within the Quran.

This study emphasizes the significance of semiotics and the analysis of action verbs in the
Quran, illustrating how these movements serve as non-verbal signs that convey deeper
meanings. Action verbs function as cultural symbols, depicting not only emotions and intentions
but also reflecting social behaviors. These movements can act as effective communicative tools,
providing a deeper understanding of human interactions.

Moreover, action verbs are intertwined with physiological and social dimensions,
representing emotional responses. Analyzing these movements within the context of the Quran
aids in better comprehension of social behaviors and cultural norms. Overall, this research
highlights the crucial role of action verbs in transmitting complex meanings and reflecting the
cultural dynamics of society. By examining these non-verbal cues, we gain insights into the
emotional and cultural narratives that shape Muslim identity and community interactions. This
study can also contribute to the development of educational and communicative methods in
Islamic societies.
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