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The main purpose of satire is to show problems and strive to correct them.
The writer’s intention is not only to make others laugh, but behind this
laughter lies deep thinking, contemplation, and screaming that awakens a
person from heedlessness. Jalal Amer was one of the satirical writers who
lived during the era of Hosni Mubarak in Egypt and wrote satirical works to
express some issues using satire. Amer has been called the prince of satirists
in Egypt, which shows his skill in writing satire and his great influence on the
audience. By descriptive-analytical approach, this research deals with the
book The Palace of Speech by Jalal Amer and aims to clarify the techniques
used by this satirical writer to show the hidden corners of the Egyptian
government and society and what people suffer from. The writer employed
many methods, such as satire, surprise, sarcastic definition, simile, analogy,
looking from an unusual point of view, and contrast, and he implicitly
clarified his purpose to the reader. Among the contents that Amer addressed
in his prose, we can point out his criticism of some issues, such as the rulers
and officials not giving up power, denouncing the National and Brotherhood
parties, the showy and fraudulent elections, the issue of inheritance, false
achievements, mocking the candidates, and the three authorities’ lack of
interest in their duties, as these matters are considered a reflection of the
Egyptian reality, the life of this people, and the problems that people faced in
that period.
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Introduction:

Literature is a reflection of the social and political reality of society. Sometimes the writer
reflects this reality through satire because he is unable to express some topics frankly. When
there is no freedom in society and oppression and strife prevail, these circumstances do not
allow the problems and shortcomings to be highlighted directly, as the writer is forced to use
satire as a tool to criticize the government or other issues explicitly. The main purpose of satire
is to show problems and strive to correct them. The writer’s intention is not only to make others
laugh, but behind this laughter lies deep thinking, contemplation, and screaming that awakens a
person from heedlessness. One of the reasons why a poet or writer tends to be sarcastic is the
lack of ability to directly express opinions or ideas. This literary art has flourished in recent
years with the spread of colonialism or the presence of authoritarian governments in some Arab
countries. In the contemporary Arab world, all the actual reasons that circumstance attaches to
politics are available. There is a wide gap between previous promises and expected hopes, the
glorious past, huge resources, strategic location, and human potential, on the one hand; On the
other hand, there is political chaos, coercive rule, social division, destruction of the people of
the country, and a long series of failures and defeats. Egypt is considered one of the countries
where sarcasm has always been common and many satirists have appeared in this country. Jalal
Ameer was one of the satirical writers who appeared in Egypt and criticized the government in
their way using social and political satire. By studying this writer's sarcasm, the techniques and
methods he used in his prose are identified. On the other hand, we learn about the conditions of
Egypt in the period in which the author lived in terms of the political and social dimensions and
the hidden corners of society and people's lives. Jalal Ameer was one of the satirical writers who
lived during the era of Hosni Mubarak in Egypt and wrote satirical works to express some
issues using satire. Ameer has been called the prince of satirists in Egypt, which shows his skill
in writing satire and his great influence on the audience.

Methodology:

Based on the descriptive-analytical approach, this research deals with the book The Palace of
Speech by Jalal Ameer and aims to clarify the techniques used by this satirical writer and
analyze the contents referred to in it to show the hidden corners of the Egyptian government and
society and what people suffer from. In the context of addressing the topic of sarcasm according
to Ameer Jalal, we are looking for the answer to these two questions: What methods and
techniques did Jalal Ameer use to create irony in Ghosr al-Kalam? What political and social
implications did the author address in this book?

Results:

Through studying and analyzing Jalal Ameer’s sarcasm, it appears to us that he was living in an
atmosphere that did not allow him to express explicitly the problems and shortcomings that
existed in society. He must resort to sarcasm and use it as a way to show these problems so that
he can show government officials these shortcomings, on the one hand, so they can try to fix
them, and on the other hand, the writer seeks to educate people. Since the satirist lived during
the rule of Hosni Mubarak, and this person was one of the tyrants who suppressed his
opponents, satire was the best way through which the writer could express his intended
purposes. In his book, The Palace of Speech, Jalal Ameer used several techniques, such as
sarcasm, surprise, sarcastic definition, simile, analogy, looking from an unusual point of view,
and contrast. He expressed his intention implicitly and indirectly through and with the help of
each of these methods of humorous expression, especially the techniques of sarcastic definition
and surprise. Then, in terms of content, his prose contains many topics related to the
government, which he could not explicitly refer to, so he dealt with them sarcastically and
criticized some matters, such as the rulers and officials not giving up power, denouncing the
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National and Brotherhood parties, the government officials working in several positions, the
showy and rigged elections, and the issue of Inheritance, false achievements, doctors ignoring
patients, mocking candidates, and the three authorities’ lack of interest in their duties. The
satirist reflected the lives of the Egyptian people by expressing these matters. In summary, Jalal
Ameer was able, in his book The Palace of Speech, to provide a true reflection of the political
and social issues that govern Egyptian society and criticize the many problems and
shortcomings that the country faced in their political and social dimensions. It also reveals many
hidden political and social angles in Egypt and raises awareness about them.

Conclusion:

The writer employed many techniques, such as satire, surprise, sarcastic definition, simile,
analogy, looking from an unusual point of view, and contrast, and he was able to implicitly
clarify his purpose to the reader. Among the contents that Ameer addressed in his prose, we can
point out his criticism of some issues, such as the rulers and officials not giving up power,
denouncing the National and Brotherhood parties, the showy and fraudulent elections, the issue
of inheritance, false achievements, mocking the candidates, and the three authorities’ lack of
interest in their duties, as these matters are considered a reflection of the Egyptian reality, the
life of this people, and the problems that people faced in that period.
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