Unbvrmiity of Tehras Proes

ADAB-E-ARABI i
(Arabic Literature) (Scientific)

Ouline ISSN: 26764105 o2

http://jalit.ut.ac.ir

Reinterpretation of Ashura Culture in Jassim al-Sahih’s Poetry Based on Michael
Riffateree's Theory (A Case Study of the Ode of Zikrak Fuwaheh Al-Thorat)

2

Ezzat Mollaebrahimi®™ , Mona Nadeali

1. Corresponding Author, Professor.Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Arabic Literature Group, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: mebrahim@ut.ac.ir

2. Ph.D. Candidate Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, Kharazmi
University, Karaj, Iran. E-mail: monanadeali@gmail.com

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

Article History:
Received:
31 October 2023

In Revised Form:
22 November 2023

Accepted:
14 July 2023

Published Online:
21 June 2024

Keywords:

Riffateree's semiotic approach is one of the approaches of contemporary
literary criticism that provides a coherent framework for criticism and analysis
of poetry. The basis of this theory is the discovery of the semantic network of
the poem based on interpretation, the literary ability of the reader, and
presenting a systematic method of reading the text so that the origin of the text
or the main meaning of the poem can be obtained by passing from exploratory
reading to retroactive reading. The current research, relying on the semiotic
approach of Riffateree, aims to investigate the processes of symbolization in
the ritual thoughts of Jassim al-Sahih. In this way, one can reach the most
important ideology and position of the poet and present a precise and deep
reading of the hidden layers of the poem. From the research findings, it can be
concluded that the signs of Ashurai culture are abundantly found in this ode.
However since the nature of the poem is ungrammatical, these sighs must be
understood through several readings and by discovering the meanings among
the signs. Among the signs of the Ashura culture that are found in the ode of
Zikraka Fuwahah al-Thawrat, we can mention the permanence of the memory
of Imam Hussain (AS), his tragic martyrdom, and the expression of the man-
building teachings of the Ashura culture.
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Introduction

According to Michael Riffateree, poetry is a special use of language. "Ordinary language is practical
and practical and is used to refer to some kind of reality. However, poetic language emphasizes the
message as a goal in itself" (Selden and Widdowson, 2017: 97). Therefore, the main emphasis of
Riffateree's theory is on the main structure and content of the poem. This helps to understand the main
text of the poem without looking at other factors such as social, political, etc. By putting signs
together, it becomes possible to reach the poem's main message. Therefore, the poem itself is
considered as a sign, which together form a semantic unit.

The present article aims to first enumerate the main features of the ode of Zikraka Fuwahahat al-
Thawrat by Jasim al-Sahihand then analyze and explain the signs of Ashurai culture in this poem by
applying the Riffateree theory. This can lead to a better understanding of different aspects of the poem.
Because by putting the descriptive lines together, the secondary meaning of the poem is discovered
and explained to the reader, and he can finally reach the hypogram and the origin of the poem.

" Riffateree's proposed model has its roots in constructivism and is especially influenced by Jacobsen's
opinions" (Eagleton, 1380: 135). Riffateree's theory was first proposed in the 20th century by
Riffateree in his book Semiotics of Poetry. Since the arrangement of words in poetry does not have
special order and rules, unlike ordinary words and deeper concepts are hidden behind these words,
Riffateree's theory first examines the interest between words by relying on linguistic ability. Then,
with the help of his literary ability, he reaches the final destination of the poem (Alan, 2009: 38).
Naturally, the knowledge of semiotics in the field of literature has special characteristics and the
interpretation of a literary text is measured by applying the principles and rules of this science
according to literary criteria. Since the language of contemporary literature, especially poetry is more
symbolic and semiotic, poets hide their ultimate meaning beyond the literary arts. In this case, "the
reader must understand the text and industries and find the codes. Receiving the final meaning of the
poem is provided after deciphering and interpreting the signs™ (Makarik, 1388: 137). What is meant by
the signs of poetry are semantic signs and not phonetic signs and other signs. Because the nature of the
poem is to avoid examples and norms, and the semantic signs in it go beyond their limit and preserve
the literary and original identity of the poem (Dine San, 1380: 12). According to Riffateree, the
difference that is understood between poetic and non-poetic text is obtained through the meanings that
exist in the poem (Bennett and Ruil, 1388: 12). He says: "Literature is a dialectic between the text and
the reader." If we want to set rules for this relationship, we must consider the reader's point of view
and know that this matter depends on his point of view. We must know that the reader's vision is only
dependent on what he reads or he has a freer vision and does not limit himself to the text. You should
also be aware of the inference method. In the great realm of literature; Poetry seems particularly
inseparable from the concept. If we do not consider a specific realm for poetry, we will never
understand the difference between poetic discourse and literary language” (Riffateree, 1978: 1-2).
Poetry reading in this approach includes the stages of "exploratory reading, arvinic reading,
accumulation, descriptive system, hypogram, structural matrix, and the origin of the poem" (Abu al-
Adoos, 2007: 145).

In this research, the components of the Rifatr theory in Jassim al-Sahih's poems were discussed in
detail, and in order to answer the questions raised, the results obtained can be expressed in the
following cases:

1 -Symbols play a very important role in this poet's poems. The hidden meaning of the text can be

obtained from the relationship between the words, or what can be discovered only by relying on
literary ability. In Riffateree's theory, initial reading is first done with linguistic ability to discover
meaning, and then hidden meaning is obtained during retroactive reading with the help of literary
ability. Retrospective reading also has several important stages, including accumulation, descriptive
system, hypogram, structural matrix, and origin.
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2 -Poems are indirect in nature, that is, they do not convey their meaning directly, and in many cases it

is not possible to present a single pattern of poetry without analysis. As it was said, Riffateree's theory
is placed in two areas of structuralism and semiotics. Therefore, it examines and analyzes the two
aspects of the structure of the poem and the relationship between the signs, or the level of their
signification, and this issue leads to the understanding of the main concept of the poems.

3 -Jassim al-Sahih's poem reflects many signs of Ashurai culture, which are:

*Permanence of Imam's memory

*Drawing a bright future for future generations by him

*Showing the path of guidance and salvation

*The sad martyrdom of the Imam and the reflection of the teachings of Ashura culture
«Imam'’s greatness and high position

*The all-pervading immortality of His Holiness

*Finding the meaning of the concept of eternal love for Imam

* Endless lessons of Him on the day of Ashura.
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