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Muslim linguists and Arab writers paid special attention to the
structures of the Holy Qur’an and its unique methods for accessing
its rich secrets and knowledge.Regarding the importance of this

noble book in word and meaning, this research intends to study the
discourse of Moses, and his people in the Holy Qur’an, after
studying how meanings are used in these verses based on the
Functional Systemic Grammar based on Halliday ( v--¥AD) through

the descriptive-analytical approach. It is one of the most important
trends in functional linguistics.Therefore this article tries to check

that the initial structure in the discourse of Moses, and his people in
the Holy Qur’an based on the Functional Systemic Grammar theory
based on Hallida. And it explore the role of intial in explaining the
purpose of this prophet and his people and clarifying the topic of
discussion. Therefore, the Qur’anic verses that include his
discourse, and the discourse of his people were studied in the Holy
Qur’an as one discourse, after revealing and defining them. Then
we categorized the data and studied it and determined its frequency.

What we found in this study is that the statistical percentages for
declarative sentences are more frequent and imperative sentences
are in second place.The reason of that is the Prophet, used

admonition in the first step and then advice and The multiple theme
is more frequent compared to the topical theme in both discourse
and Most of the sentences are unmarked in the two discourse.
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1. Introduction

From their inception, Muslim linguists and Arab scholars have dedicated themselves to
meticulously examining the intricate structures and unique stylistic features of the Quran,
striving to comprehend its profound nuances. This sustained scholarly endeavor has catalyzed
the proliferation of Quranic studies, fostering the development of diverse linguistic schools,
notably the Kufan and Basran traditions. Consequently, various disciplines such as philology,
linguistics, and applied linguistics have flourished. However, traditional linguistic research has
predominantly concentrated on lexical analysis, grammatical intricacies, and occasional
semantic explorations. Contemporary linguistic theories, particularly those emerging in the last
century, offer promising avenues for enriching Quranic studies, yet their potential remains
largely untapped by linguists and religious scholars.

Among these contemporary frameworks, Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG) stands out.
Rooted in the principle of language's multifunctional nature, SFG, as articulated by Halliday,
posits that language comprises three interconnected strata: semantic, lexicogrammatical
(formal), and contextual. Central to Halliday's grammar is the concept of choice, wherein
speakers navigate a spectrum of linguistic, social, and cultural conventions to effectively convey
their intended meanings.

This study endeavors to elucidate the selection of Themes within the discourses of Moses and
his people in the Quran, employing Halliday's SFG framework. Specifically, it aims to delineate
the deployment of simple and complex Themes, as well as marked and unmarked Themes,
within their dialogic exchanges.

An investigation into the deployment of Themes and their markings across diverse texts holds
the potential to mitigate challenges related to textual interpretation, thereby fostering a more
nuanced understanding of the speaker/writer's communicative intent. In the context of the
Quran, such an analysis facilitates deeper contemplation of its verses, unveiling its rich tapestry
of hidden meanings and profound insights. Furthermore, it contributes to the refinement of
Quranic exegesis, shedding light on the multifaceted dimensions of the Quran's inimitability.
This study seeks to address the following research questions:

How can the thematic structures within the discourses of Moses and his people be
systematically analyzed through the lens of Halliday's SFG?

What role does the strategic deployment of Themes play in conveying the communicative
intentions of Moses and his people, and in elucidating the thematic focus of their Quranic
dialogues?

2.Methodology

This study endeavors to discern the distinctive characteristics that differentiate the discourses of
Moses and his people within the Quranic text. To achieve this, we will examine the construction
of meaning within these verses, employing the theoretical framework of Systemic Functional
Linguistics (SFL) through a descriptive-analytical approach. The Quranic verses containing the
dialogues of Moses (comprising 213 simple and complex clauses extracted from 79 verses
across 16 surahs) and his people (consisting of 179 simple and complex clauses from 61 verses
within 12 surahs) will be analyzed as a unified corpus. This process involves the identification
and segregation of these verses, followed by the segmentation of clauses—the designated unit
of analysis—according to Halliday and Matthiessen's (2004) Systemic Functional Grammar, to
determine their respective clause types. Subsequently, the data will be systematically
categorized based on the identification of Themes and their corresponding typologies. Finally,
the collected data will undergo quantitative analysis to determine the frequency of thematic
choices, utilizing the SPSS software for descriptive statistical analysis. Notably, this study will
encompass the examination of declarative, interrogative, and imperative clauses, providing a
comprehensive analysis of the discursive strategies employed.
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3.Results

This study investigated the thematic organization within the discourses of Moses and his people
as presented in the Holy Quran. Through a comprehensive analysis of 393 clauses, several key
findings emerged:

Firstly, an examination of clause types revealed a predominance of declarative clauses in both
discourses, followed by imperative clauses. This distribution reflects the prophetic role of
disseminating guidance and counsel, with declarative clauses serving as the primary vehicle for
imparting wisdom. However, in instances where admonitions proved ineffective, the prophets
employed imperative clauses, utilizing direct commands and prohibitions. This pattern
elucidates the higher frequency of declarative and subsequent imperative clauses. Essentially,
Moses initially adopted declarative clauses for advisory purposes, but recognizing the potential
for resistance to direct commands, he employed this style judiciously.

Secondly, an analysis of simple and complex Themes demonstrated a higher prevalence of
complex Themes across both discourses. The cohesive function of textual Themes, which
contribute to the discourse's coherence by establishing intersentential linkages and thematic
progression, is evident. These Themes transform the text into a unified and coherent whole,
reflecting the overarching theme of faith. The prominence of interpersonal Themes in Moses's
discourse, relative to other Theme types and his people's discourse, underscores his conviction
and certainty regarding the content of his utterances. A closer examination of complex Themes
reveals that Moses frequently initiates his discourse with interpersonal and affective Themes,
signifying his profound concern for his people and his desire to shield them from harm, despite
their transgressions. Conversely, interpersonal Themes in his people's discourse include
appellations such as "O magician™ and "O Moses," indicating a more confrontational stance.
Regarding marked and unmarked Themes, no significant disparity was observed between the
two discourses, with unmarked Themes consistently predominating. Notably, marked Themes
were primarily concentrated within declarative clauses in both discourses, reflecting the
syntactic flexibility of declarative sentences, which permits variations in word order.

Finally, this study demonstrates the applicability of Systemic Functional Grammar to the
analysis of Arabic, highlighting both its alignment with general linguistic principles and its
unique structural features. The application of this theoretical framework to Quranic studies
facilitates a more nuanced understanding of the Quranic text, unlocking its intricate layers of
meaning and contributing to the ongoing refinement of Quranic exegesis.

4.Conclusion

This study introduces a novel analytical perspective to the examination of Quranic discourse,
leveraging the robust framework of Systemic Functional Grammar. The research has
successfully identified and delineated significant linguistic patterns embedded within the
dialogues of Moses and his people, thereby offering profound insights into the nuanced
dynamics of these discourses.

A central contribution of this study lies in its emphasis on the imperative of integrating
contemporary linguistic theories into the realm of Quranic studies. These theories possess the
capacity to unveil hitherto unexplored dimensions of the Quranic text, thereby enriching our
understanding of its multifaceted nature. Furthermore, the study underscores the critical role of
thematic structure analysis in the comprehensive interpretation of discourse, as it provides
invaluable insights into the speaker's communicative intentions and the thematic focus of the
interaction. In essence, this research significantly advances the field of linguistic studies of the
Quran, paving the way for innovative approaches to the interpretation and analysis of the
Quranic text.
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