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The feminism movement was created in the 19th century following the
struggles of European women to gain more freedoms and civil rights,
and it gradually became more widespread. This movement and its
consequences, like any other transformation, found their way into
literature, and concerned writers and poets in their works, according to
their situation, raised women's issues and supported their rights. One of
these writers, Ali Badr, is an Iraqi novelist who deals with the problems
and issues of women in his novels, including The Family's Winter In this
research, The Family's Winter has been analyzed with a descriptive-
analytical method based on the first trend of feminist criticism, which is
the prominence of women in men's works. The research results indicate
that Ali Badr, along with highlighting the role of women and her
feminine characteristics, also indirectly challenges the patriarchal
society. He tries by drawing two female characters (aunt and nephew),
on the one hand, to depict the limitations of women in Iraq in the 1960s
and 1970s, and on the other hand, during the events of the novel, he
defends women and women's rights and emphasizes the education and
training of girls and women, women's independence and women's
power, and most importantly, Ali Badr in this novel, undermine the
anonymity of women and forced heterosexuality in the atmosphere of
patriarchal Iraqi society.
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1. Introduction

The feminism movement was created in the 19th century following the struggles of European women
to gain more freedoms and civil rights, and it gradually expanded. This movement and its
consequences, like any other transformation, found their way into literature, and concerned writers and
poets addressed women's issues and supported their rights in their works.

In the prehistoric period, throughout the first society, which was a type of communal society, women
were equal to men and it was the same from the eyes of men, but at the same time with the emergence
of class society and its special institutions, namely: the patriarchal family, private property. And the
power of the government, the social position of women declined, and the communal society of Ili
collapsed, and gender inequality and the inferiority of women gradually emerged; Thus, throughout
history, women have often been recognized as the second gender of society, and most women also
admit that in order to continue living or have a successful life, they must be next to men and under
their control. On the other hand, the patriarchal laws that are always in favor of men and place women
in a lower category, have limited the possibility of personal, professional and social growth for
women; Although the feminism movement was created in the 19th century following European
women's struggles to gain more freedoms and civil rights in pursuit of women's rights, and its initial
waves were aimed at achieving citizenship, family and social rights, and very soon opened its place
and women were able to achieve their wishes to some extent by being in the society, but unfortunately
in eastern societies, the dominance of traditional thoughts on women's minds and the inappropriateness
of social platforms have made women in They are not very successful in bringing their true identity.
Anyway, after the beginning of the movement, many books were written that question patriarchal laws
and support women's rights, and social novels have also played a good role in this. Because the
systems governing the society depict gender inequalities well. The novels of Iraqi novelist Ali Badr,
including the novel "Shita’ al-‘a’ila " also have a social approach and pay special attention to women
and the problems and limitations of women, and for this reason the novel " Shita’ al-‘a’ila " which has
not been examined with a woman-centered approach, we have chosen to read and analyze its feminist
components from the perspective of a male writer.

2. Literature Review

Some researches have been conducted with a feminist approach in Arabic novels and stories, and some
researches have been conducted on some of Ali Badr's novels with different critical approaches, but
the only research that has been conducted on the novel “Shita’ al-‘a’ila” It is available It is a master's
thesis under the title “Narrative techniques and aesthetics in the novels The Family Winter by Ali
Badr, and The Symphony of the Dead by Abbas Maroufi” (1401), written by Qahtan Adnan
Mohammad under the guidance of Behrooz Gurbanzadeh and advised by Hasan Guderzi Lemaraski.
In this thesis, the narrative elements of Ali Badr's novel Shata Al-Aale and Abbas Marouchi's
Symphony of the Dead are analyzed and compared.

3. Materials and Methods

In this research, relying on the descriptive-analytical method, we examine the feminist elements of this
novel. In fact, this research aims to analyze the feminist components of the mentioned novel based on
the first trend of feminist criticism, i.e. the appearance of women in the works of men, and specifically
to analyze the situation of the female protagonist of this novel in the atmosphere of a patriarchal
society.

4. Discussions and conclusion

In this research, Ali Badr's novel “Shita’ al-‘a’ila” was analyzed and criticized based on a woman-
centered approach, and the following results were obtained:

1- On the one hand, this novel indirectly challenges the patriarchal system in the sixties and seventies
of Iraq, and on the other hand, in the heart of this patriarchal system, it creates two types of female
characters: a hero character (aunt) and a victim character (nephew); The aunt, who was engaged in
business in the past, and now, due to the collapse of her family following the fall of the monarchy in
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Iraq and the dominance of the patriarchal system, manages her economic issues far away, and the
nephew, who actually becomes a victim of the traditional thoughts of the society and his aunt, and
stops studying at school, and finally, due to his identitylessness and intense dependence on a stranger
and despair of having a bright future, he gives up. She commits suicide, and her aunt also dies due to
her failure to understand the joy of love with this strange man, and in other words, she also becomes a
victim.

2- Feminist components that serve to support women and their rights in this novel include: attention to
the education and training of girls and women, women's independence, women's power and freedom
from patriarchy and finding the joy of love. In other words, these components are more or less present
in the novel through the character of the protagonist's aunt, but they are not fully realized in the
restrictive framework of the patriarchal system; Nephew's education is done at home, without any
home teacher, using aunt's books and novels, independence of nephew when he leaves his mother
because he is not under the guardianship of his stepfather, to some extent. It shows, but it loses color
by taking refuge in the aunt who is a captive of traditional thoughts. Feminine power shows itself in
the aunt, who owns most of the family's property and takes care of the rebellious property and
property, but in another place, when she is facing a strange man, she shows weakness. He gives and
becomes blindly heterosexual, no trace of this power can be seen anymore.

3- At the same time as highlighting the role of women and her feminine characteristics, Ali Badr
indirectly criticizes the patriarchal society, and in other words, the need for girls to stay at home to
preserve family integrity. It questions women's desire to attract men's attention (forced
heterosexuality) and women's identitylessness, and through the nephew's suicide and aunt's death, it
shows how a woman in a patriarchal system A woman becomes a victim. Of course, in the end, Ali
Badr ends the story after the suicide of the nephew and the death of the aunt, and without depicting the
solutions to fight against the patriarchal system in Iraq for the audience, he leaves the reader confused.
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