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Araticle type: The Abbasid era witnessed an efflorescence of Arabic prose,
Research Araticle characterized by its rich diversity and stylistic versatility. Among
the literary genres that flourished during this period, the magama
Araticle history: stands out as a testament to the artistry and intellectual prowess of
Abbasid writers. This study delves into the intricate world of
magamat by employing a semiotic approach, meticulously

Article history : dissecting the works of al-Hamadani and al-Hariri. Through a
Received: comparative analysis, the study reveals a fascinating interplay
28, May, 2024 between the two authors, with al-Hariri emerging as a master
| i ) innovator who not only challenged al-Hamadani's conventions but
n Revised form: . . , . .
16, June, 2024 also built upon his predecessors legacy. On the phonetic and lexical
levels, al-Hariri exhibits adherence to al-Hamadani's stylistic
Accepted: approach, while on the vertical level, he demonstrates respect for al-

19, June, 2024 Hamadani's groundwork. However, it is on the grammatical and

rhetorical levels that al-Hariri's true originality shines through. In
Published online: conclusion, the semiotic analysis unveils a captivating narrative of
19, April, 2025 literary innovation and homage. While al-Hariri's works exhibit a
profound appreciation for al-Hamadani's contributions, they also
stand as a testament to al-Hariri's own creative genius, his ability to
Keywords: Semantic, Push the boundaries of the magama genre, and his enduring legacy

Semiotics, Magama, Al- as one of the most celebrated figures in Arabic literature.
Hamdhani, Al-Hariri.
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Introduction

Arabic prose in the Abbasid era was distinguished by its various types and many styles.
Magamat flourished in this era, and it is considered one of the most important arts of Arabic
literature that reveals the writer’s ingenuity and skill in the literary industry and the use of
exquisite colors that are decorated with rhyming motifs. At the same time, they bring social
signals such as the expansion of poverty, misery, and the deterioration of morals in Abbasid
society, with its narrative aspects that She engages in a dialogue between the two people: the
narrator and the hero. It seems that the first person to invent the art of Maqamat was Badi’ al-
Zaman al-Hamdhani. Then, Hariri followed suit, and composed and classified Magamat to
oppose him, so that he named eight of his Magamat after the names of Magamat al-Hamdhani.
To comprehend and master these literary texts, the recipient must engage in scientific studies of
the elements of the language and its literary trends. Therefore, semiotics is one of the most
important and prominent linguistic trends that explores the depths of texts, penetrates into their
depths to decode the semiotic connotations, and erases the veil of the horizontal and vertical
levels with its various branches from the phonetic, lexical, grammatical, and rhetorical levels.
So, after comparing (Kufiya and Shirazi) as two models for Al-Hamdhani and Al-Hariri in the
field of semiotic trends, the article reached the following results that confirm that Al-Hariri did
not challenge Al-Hamdhani by repeating the names of the shrines only, but rather he followed
suit on the phonetic and lexical levels, as well as on the vertical level that represents Thematic
and plot balance and harmony, but he opposed it in the field of the grammatical and rhetorical
level, so that he brought rhetorical and grammatical arts contrary to what Al-Hamdhani brought
in the Kufic and Shirazi.

Semiotics is considered one of the most important contemporary critical approaches that aim
at the process of researching and refining the linguistic elements and connotations that give
suggestive meanings hidden beneath their words. The semiotics of signification is a search for
readings hidden in the depths of the text. This trend is attributed to Roland Barthes, who
believes that an entire part of contemporary semiological research is due to the issue of
signification, as Barthes made the science of signs part of the science of linguistics. He changed
Sauscer's thought and took a clear position on the literary text. He believed in production
instead of consumption Searching for a written text that can be written with multiple voices.
Barthes's semantic semiotics start from the consideration that things do not acquire the character
of a semiotic system except from language, and he declares that the meaningful perception that
essence aims at means inevitably resorting to the dissection carried out by the tongue. Meaning
does not exist except what is named, and the world of meanings is nothing other than the world
of language.

Semiotic research is the study of signifying systems by focusing on the linguistic dualities of
language/speech/signifier/meaning/complex/system..., and accordingly, the semiotic approach
has gained specificity, and critical reading in its light has become productive reading that
attempts to bring reading closer to writing, so the reader becomes Writer and producer.
Therefore, Roland Barthes’s opinions varied according to his critical books. He denied the
characteristic of consumption and transformed the recipient into a second reader who possesses
sophistication and intelligence, which makes him able to read the depths of the literary text, just
as criticism is the meaning, and the literary work is the form.

Froland Barthes, who believes that the reader or critic is not only a consumer of the text, but
also a producer of it, believes that the reader interacts with the text productively and
knowledgeably, searching for deeper revelations. In this context, the article turns to the shrines
that flourished in the Abbasid era. Literature in this era achieved its goal while it was at the peak
of the summit and the other at the far foot, so this era was considered the golden age in the
history of Arabic literature.

Prose participated in this remarkable development, and its contents branched out into other
branches of translation, reproach, congratulations, sympathy, debates, and others. Then, writers
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and writers devoted themselves to using and employing the creative and graphic enhancements
of assonance and alliteration in their writings, and they practiced different and wonderful
methods in developing expressions and terminology so that this matter led to the emergence of a
new class of prose called Magamat. Magamat appeared in the late fourth century in Arabic
literature and was repeated from time to time on the lips of writers and writers.

The origin of the word “maqama” is taken from: “He rose as a people, so the magam is: the
place of the feet, and the magam and maqama are: the residence and the magamah with fathah
means the council and the group of people, and God Almighty says: “There is no place for you:
that is, there is no place for you” (Ibn Manzur, 1414: 12/498). Likewise, maqamat is the plural
of maqama with the fathah on the mim, and in the origin of the language it is a name for a
gathering and a group of people, and the occurrence of speech is called magamabh, as if it is
mentioned in a single gathering in which a group of people gather to hear it.

Then magamat became a term for a special type of prose in which the writer and writer
narrates stories using rhyming expressions and rhymes decorated with quotations from poetic
verses and mixing prose and verses. This style was undertaken by Badi al-Zaman al-Hamdhani,
as he was the first person to give magamat its conventional meaning. Then Hariri followed suit
in the following years, and he is considered one of the most famous imitators in the art of
magamat. Al-Hariri followed the example of his pioneer, Badi’ al-Zaman, and went to extremes
in this matter, such that he named eight of his shrines with the same names, including:
(Sasanian, Al-Halawaniyah, Dinariyya, Kufiyya, Baghdadiyya, Ash-Sha’ariyyah, Shiraziyyah,
and Basriyyah).

These positions are not limited to the similarity of titles only, but there are hidden
mechanisms that lead to semantic convergences in texts, and decoding these hidden components
is not a simple matter, so the article sought to approach the text according to the semiotics of
semantics, of which Roland Barthes is one of the pioneers, and he believes that it is a complete
part of the research Contemporary semiology returns to the issue of significance.
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