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Al-

Halliday's functional theory is one of the important theories in the systematic
vision. According to Halliday, meaning is divided into three sections, each of
which complements the other. Halliday expressed it as the three functions of
language: the experiential function, the communicative function, and the textual
function. In the experiential function, we express our experiences in relation to
external reality, and language becomes a mirror of life. The experiential function is
one of the functions that represent to us the miniature and tested experiential model
of external reality. But does the author have a role in stating his intention in
relation to this reality? The important thing in Halliday's approach is the issue of
choosing between different meanings; that is, in his use of language, he believes in
the importance of the linguistic possibilities that language itself provides, and they
go back to the author/writer who chooses a meaning instead of a meaning from
among the unlimited and multiple possibilities of language according to the text he
writes. As Halliday sees it, the possibility of language is the possibility of meaning.
Therefore, this study seeks to analyze the six operations of the experiential function
in Surat Al-Anfal and to clarify the author's position and role in choosing their
type, because the meaning and content of the text are involved in choosing the type
of the six operations. (i.e. material, mental, relational, behavioral, verbal, and
existential). The question posed in this study is: What are the most and least
employed operations and their effectiveness in clarifying the author's intention in
Surat Al-Anfal? The research method in this descriptive analytical article is to
analyze Surat Al-Anfal according to Halliday's experimental function and apply its
six operations to the surah to reveal its relationship with the author's intention and
his role in choosing the operations and their meanings. The study concluded that
the material operation contains the highest percentage of employment compared to
the rest of the operations; as the number of repetitions reached 40 percent
compared to the rest of the operations in this surah, and this shows the material
mentality of the pre-Islamic society that accepts tangible reality more than abstract
reality. As for the contemporary addressee, employing this operation here makes it
easier for him to conjure up the war image and represent the historical reality, even
if a time has passed that exceeds 1400 years, so life emerges before him and the
image is drawn for him with its terrain and he witnesses the revival of the Battle of
Badr with its material features and it lives again and again in his mind.
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Introduction

This study examines the relationship between Halliday’s functional theory of language and the issue of
authorial intentionality through an analysis of Surat Al-Anfal, with a focus on what is known in functional
linguistics as the experiential function and the six types of processes associated with it. The study
proceeds from the theoretical foundation established by the British linguist Michael Halliday, who views
language not merely as a formal system of rules, but, above all, as a system for creating meaning within
human culture. Based on this conception, language is part of a broader semantic system, in which
linguistic signs are connected to the cultural and social context in which they are used. From this
perspective, Halliday’s view belongs to the semiotic approach, which considers language to be one of the
systems of meaning that shape human culture.Halliday divides linguistic meaning into three major
functions of language: the experiential function, the interpersonal function, and the textual function. The
experiential function is concerned with representing human experience of the external and internal world,
as language functions as a tool for depicting human experiences and various events. The interpersonal
function, on the other hand, is concerned with the relationships between the speaker and the addressee,
that is, with how language is used for social interaction. The textual function relates to organizing the
linguistic message in the form of a coherent and cohesive text. This study focuses specifically on the
experiential function because it represents the domain in which the types of linguistic processes used by
the speaker or writer to express events and experiences appear.The study raises a central problem, namely
the relationship between the choice of linguistic processes and authorial intentionality. Halliday maintains
that the production of a text does not occur randomly, but rather is based on a series of organized choices
made by the speaker or writer from among the available linguistic possibilities. Language offers a wide
range of expressive alternatives, and the writer chooses from them what best suits the meaning he or she
wishes to convey. Thus, textual analysis is based on identifying the choices made by the writer, as well as
considering the other possible alternatives that were not selected, since these choices reveal the intended
meaning of the text. In this context, the study is based on a fundamental idea: authorial intentionality is
manifested in the way linguistic processes are selected and distributed within the text. When the writer
chooses a particular type of linguistic process, such as material or mental processes, this reflects a specific
view of the world and a particular way of representing events. Therefore, studying these choices helps
reveal the deeper meanings of the text and the purpose the author seeks to achieve.

Theoretical Framework

The concept of choice in language, as presented by Halliday, emphasizes that the linguistic system is
essentially based on a network of multiple choices available to the speaker. Meaning is not generated
automatically; rather, it is formed through a conscious selection from among different linguistic
alternatives. As these choices continue throughout the text, meaning becomes complete and appears in its
final form. Thus, the text becomes the result of a complex process of linguistic decisions made by the
author in order to achieve his or her expressive purpose. The idea of choice in language is not entirely
new; its roots can be found in the Arabic rhetorical tradition, especially in the work of Abd al-Qabhir al-
Jurjani, who emphasized that the arrangement of words in a text reflects the arrangement of meanings in
the author’s mind. The author first thinks of meanings, then selects the words that express them according
to a specific system that reveals his intention. This conception largely intersects with Halliday’s view,
which sees the text as reflecting a set of intentional semantic choices. Within the framework of the
experiential function, Halliday distinguishes between six types of processes used to represent human
experience in language. These processes are divided into two main categories: primary processes and
secondary processes. The primary processes include the material process, the mental process, and the
relational process, while the secondary processes include the behavioral process, the verbal process, and
the existential process. Each of these processes is used to express a particular type of experience or event.
The material process is associated with actions and tangible events that can be perceived through the
senses, such as killing, movement, or change in the external world. The mental process, however, is
related to internal processes such as thinking, perception, and feeling. The relational process is concerned
with establishing relationships between things or describing qualities and states. As for the secondary
processes, each has a specific function: the behavioral process expresses the behavior of living beings; the
verbal process is related to acts of saying and communication; and the existential process indicates the
existence of something in a particular place.To clarify these types of processes, the study provides a
simple example of a traffic accident that can be described in several different ways depending on the type
of process used. It may be expressed through a material process, such as “The car collided with the tree”;
through a mental process, such as “The wife was terrified by the accident”; through a relational process,
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such as “The husband is the driver of the car”; through a behavioral process, such as “The wife cried”;
through a verbal process, such as “The wife said: Woe is me”; or through an existential process, such as
“There was a tree on the side of the road.” This example shows that the choice of linguistic process
changes the angle from which the event is viewed and highlights a particular aspect of it.After presenting
the theoretical framework, the study moves on to the applied analysis of Surat Al-Anfal in order to reveal
the relationship between the distribution of linguistic processes and the intentionality of the text.

Findings

The findings show that the total number of processes in the surah reached 374, distributed in different
proportions among the six types. It became clear that the material process is the most frequent, accounting
for approximately 40% of all processes. This indicates the dominance of actions related to movement and
material events in the surah. The study explains this result in light of the content of Surat Al-Anfal, as it
deals with the events of the Battle of Badr, which is considered the first major military confrontation in
Islamic history. Therefore, depicting war and the accompanying material actions, such as fighting, killing,
throwing, and confrontation, requires the intensive use of material processes. This extensive use reveals a
clear intentionality in highlighting the dynamic and realistic dimension of the event, enabling the recipient
to imagine the battle in all its details.The study also notes that the main agents in these material processes
are Allah Almighty and the Muslims. The role of Allah often appears in the form of the third-person
pronoun, indicating the unseen dimension of divine support for the Muslims in the battle. This choice
reflects the text’s view of the battle as an event that combines both the material factor and the divine
factor.The relational process comes in second place, with approximately 20%. It is mainly used to
describe the characteristics of people, places, and circumstances related to the battle. It is also used to
describe the attributes of Allah Almighty, as a considerable number of processes refer to His attributes
such as knowledge, power, and wisdom. This reveals another intentionality, namely linking historical
events to Allah’s attributes and will. The mental process comes in third place, with approximately 19%. It
focuses on the concepts of faith and disbelief, reflecting the doctrinal conflict between the camp of truth
and the camp of falsehood. In many of these processes, Allah appears as the principal perceiver of
knowledge and awareness, which affirms the idea of divine omniscience.The behavioral process follows
with a lower percentage. It is divided into positive and negative behavior, with negative behavior
associated with the disbelievers being more frequent. This includes meanings such as betrayal, breaking
covenants, fear, stubbornness, and hostility. This use aims to highlight the characteristics of the camp
opposing Islam within the context of the battle.As for the verbal process, it appears with a relatively low
percentage; however, it plays an important role in the structure of the Qur’anic discourse, especially in
dialogic contexts such as “They ask you... Say...”. The Qur’anic text is distinguished here by multiple
levels of address: Allah Almighty is the first speaker, the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, is the
transmitter of the discourse, the Companions are the second addressees, and the general public in later
ages becomes a third level of addressees.The study ultimately concludes that the distribution of linguistic
processes in Surat Al-Anfal is not random, but rather reflects a clear intentionality in constructing
meaning. The strong dominance of the material process corresponds to the martial nature of the surah,
while the other processes contribute to describing and interpreting the events and highlighting their
doctrinal and moral dimensions. Thus, the study confirms that the choice of process type in a text is an
essential tool for revealing the author’s vision and the meaning of the text, and that analyzing these
choices provides a deeper understanding of the structure of Qur’anic discourse and its implications.
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