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interconnected with each other within specific relationships; one of these
elements and components is the character element (personage), which is a
central element and a fundamental component in every narrative, as a novel
cannot be imagined without characters. Due to the importance of this topic, we
studied the characters and their different types in the novel "Gha'ib" by the
Iraqi writer Batoul Al-Khudayri according to the theory of the French critic
and theorist Philippe Hamon on the semiotics of the character, which is based
on four principles: Hamon classified them into three categories: referential

characters, indexical characters, and evocative characters. The results of the

descriptive-analytical research indicate that the characters of this novel are
symbolic characters used by the author to express her ideas. Through these
characters, she has depicted the political, economic, and social reality of Iraq
during the period of wars and the imposed siege. These characters can also be
considered social characters because each of them has a social role in Iraqi
society at that time. The meaning and descriptive level of the characters is
expressed through the presentation of the story's heroine. The author has paid
great attention to providing the reader with the intellectual and mental level of
the characters, as well as their physical, psychological, and social
characteristics. The author's choice of names for the characters was deliberate
and not random, and it achieved its readability throughout the tex.
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1.Introduction

The novel is the longest and most diverse narrative genre in terms of size, multiplicity of characters, and
diversity of events, and it always attracts the attention of scholars and researchers because it is considered
a fertile field for study and scientific research. The fictional character is considered one of the most
important components of this narrative genre, because all functions, emotions, and inclinations revolve
around it. Because it is the one who narrates to others or the narration is done to it, so it is a tool of
narration and presentation. The study of the fictional character is one of the important topics in semiotics.
Because every character in the novel represents a special and specific group in society, Therefore, the
names of the characters and their actions are chosen as a sign indicating specific meanings, so studying
the fictional character semiotically helps to reveal the author’s hidden intentions in the text.

From this standpoint, we decided to study the characters of the novel “Ghayeb,” a semiotic study, by the
Iraqi writer Batoul Al-Khudairi, through which she embodied the siege imposed on Iraq. As for the plan
followed in this research, we decided that it would be in two axes: The first axis is theoretical and deals
with the concepts of the novel, the semiotics of the fictional characters, and the element and types of
personality. And also about the principles of Hamon’s theory, especially the three personality categories
according to this French critic. As for the second axis, which is practical, we touched on the novel’s
characters and their levels of characterization from Philip Hamon’s point of view. However, due to the
large number of personalities, we decided to study five of them that had a prominent presence, and they
are: Dalal, the heroine of the novel, her aunt, her sterile husband called Abu Ghayeb, and two of their
neighbors, the nurse Elham and Umm Mazen, the cup reader.

This research relies on the descriptive-analytical approach to study the characters of the novel “Ghayeb”
semiotically, according to the theory of the French critic Philippe Hamon, and seeks to know the types of
characters that the writer relied on in her feminist novel. As for Hamon’s theory, it is based on four
principles:

First: dividing characters into three categories, the category of reference characters: which “refer to a full
and fixed meaning determined by a culture, and also refer to fixed roles, programs, and uses, such as
historical figures (Napoleon), mythical figures (Venus, Zeus), and metaphorical figures.” (Love, Hate)
and social characters (the knight, the worker, the swindler)” and the category of indicative characters: It is
evidence of the presence of the author, the reader, or their representative in the text: characters speaking
on his behalf, passing characters, narrators and the like them, characters of a painter, writer, gossipy
artists, and... And the category of memorable characters: What determines the identity of this category of
characters is the reference to the specific style of the work alone. They are signs that stimulate the reader's
memory.

Second: The meaning of personality: In the opinion of Philip Hamon, “Personality is a semantic unit, to
the extent that it is a separate meaning, and we will assume that this meaning is capable of analysis and
description. If we accept the starting hypothesis that the character of a novel is born from units of
meaning, and that this character is only built through sentences that are spoken or spoken about, then it
will be a basis for maintaining the story and its transformations.

Third: Levels of personality description: Philip Hamon says: “If we consider personality as a sign, that is,
a separate morpheme for example, then we will look at it as complementary or compound. This definition
calls for the saying “levels of description.” As is known, this saying is an essential element in linguistics
and in every semiotic activity.

Fourth: The character’s significance: “Philip Hamon distinguishes between the character’s name as a
lexical sign and the character’s name in the novel. He believes that the name is not a sign based on a
random relationship between the signifier and the signified, but on a contractual relationship between the
signifier and the signified.

Analysis of the semiotics of the character in the novel Ghayeb

Analysis of character semiotics in Gay’s novel, according to Philip Hamon’s theory that we used in our
study, most of the characters in this novel recede within the social reference characters; Although most of
the characters are made up of women, each of them has a social profession. Umm Mazen works as a cup
reader, Umm Ghayeb works as a seamstress, [lham works as a nurse, and an auctioneer studies at the
university and works in women’s hairdressing. So, all the female characters have an active social role in
Iraqi society at that time.
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We can also consider her among the indicative characters, because it embodies the writer’s thoughts and
concerns regarding the tragic situation of Iraq in a time of war, siege, and deprivation. The writer used the
character of Dalal as a narrator for the events of the novel and to describe the physical, intellectual and
social dimensions of the characters. Batoul Al-Khudairi, by using the direct method to present the events,
we find her present in all the scenes of the novel.

At the level of description, the writer expressed each character’s obsession and hope in life. We find Dalal
searching for a solution to restore her beauty, which was diminished as a result of the paralysis that
afflicted her in childhood, her aunt searching for her lost sense of motherhood, and Abu Ghayeb
searching for the cause of the disease that afflicted him and the cure for his Illness, Elham searching for
her mother who left her and the hope that she will see her one day, and umm Mazen who is searching for
a better life and finds it sometimes in trade, sometimes in reading the cup and opening the faal, and once
in folk medicine.

After morphological and etymological analysis of the characters' names, we concluded that the writer's
choice of the characters' names was not arbitrary, but rather those names were chosen with complete
awareness and a certain obsession. Each name of these characters was able to play an important role in
presenting the personality of its owner to the reader.
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