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Analyzing signs within a broader, universal context yields more
comprehensive and effective results. This approach allows for the
discovery of the dominant worlds and how the discourse of the text is
formed in a given work. In this regard, the theory of the semiosphere by
the Russian theorist Yuri Lotman is worthy of attention and analysis.
According to this theory, all signs are interconnected and are reproduced
within a specific, limited cultural and abstract space. This sphere
facilitates an accurate analysis of signs and fosters coherence within the
literary text, offering a suitable approach for a precise analysis of literary
works. Rejection, differentiation, and absorption are the three main
components of this theory, which examines how signs are formed and
lead to the creation of a semiosphere. This article employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to investigate the environmental poem Al-Miyah Al-
Miyah by Lebanese poet Wadih Sa'adeh based on this theory, aiming to
analyze the semiosphere formed within the work and its role in creating
discourse and meaning. The results indicate that the poet has rejected
abstract elements from his semiosphere, erased the boundaries between
himself and nature and water, and attempted to convey an environmental
discourse by absorbing elements of nature.
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1. Introduction

The examination of literary signs within universal and global contexts yields more fruitful and
efficient results. Through this approach, one can uncover the dominant worldviews and the
formation of discourse within a text. In this regard, Yuri Lotman's theory of the semiotic sphere,
a Russian theorist, is worthy of attention and analysis. According to this theory, all signs are
interconnected and are reproduced within a specific and limited cultural and abstract space. This
sphere enables the correct analysis of signs and creates coherence within a literary text,
providing a suitable framework for the precise analysis of literary writings. Rejection,
distinction, and acceptance are the three main components of this theory, through which the
formation of

signs is examined and leads to the formation of the semiotic sphere.

2.Lotman's Theory

Lotman's theory stems from the approach of semiotics. "Semiotics has changed in recent
decades. One of its successes has been in the difficult path of joining history. Historical
understanding has become semiotic, and semiotic thinking has acquired historical
characteristics. Traditional historical research stems from the assumption that history is limited
to the past. Historical materials were placed in the past, the historian in the present, and the
reader in the future. History was seen as static or at least something that stopped when a
historical work was written. The semiotic approach aims to prevent this conventional
interruption in the historical process (Aeraji, Khazali, 2023: 37). It is noteworthy that, from
Lotman's perspective, historical changes in concepts and meanings are not exacerbating
deficiencies, but rather inevitable conditions and even prerequisites for cultural and intercultural
communication. Lotman wrote about imperfect translatability, both linguistically and
conceptually, as a generative mechanism of knowledge and communication. In his conception
of the semiotic sphere, linguistic and cultural diversity is considered an essential principle (ibid.,
38) Lotman's theory is a subset of cultural semiotics and is one of the important approaches in
semiotics. This approach is "one of the fields of semiotics that is more than forty years old. With
the publication of a collection of theses on the semiotic study of cultures by Lotman, Ivanov,
Toporov, Piatigorsky, and Uspensky, the Tartu-Moscow school entered the international
scientific scene in 1973 with a program. These theses laid the foundation for the semiotics of
culture as a separate discipline, whose main goal was to study the correlation of the functioning
of various sign systems. From this perspective, it gave special importance to issues related to the
hierarchical structure of the languages of a culture (religion, myth, literature, etc.) (Ahmadi,
1991: 123). In fact, in Lotman's theory, culture plays the main role in organizing signs, and by
understanding culture, one can discover and analyze the semiotic sphere. Language, art, and
culture are two important issues in Lotman's pattern-making system. "The semiotic sphere is a
sign-space outside of which semiosis is not definable. In fact, anything that has the capacity for
meaningfulness within a given semiotic system is located within the semiotic sphere. The sign
unit is not located independently in language, but rather in the entire semiotic space of a culture.
This space is the same as the semiotic sphere. This space consists of two pattern-making
systems that Lotman has defined: the first-level pattern-making system (language) and the
second-level pattern-making system (culture and art). In other words, neither language nor
communication exists outside the semiotic sphere" (Lotman, 1990: 125). These two categories,
with the help of each other, determine the pattern-making system and play their role under the
influence of various factors.

3. Methodology

The language of contemporary poetry is full of signs, and the convergence of approaches in
modern poetry has forced the reader and researcher to choose a systematic method for the
correct and efficient analysis of poems. In the semiotic sphere, one can understand the discourse
and approach of works using meaning-making patterns. Given the importance of this topic and
approach, this article, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to discuss and analyze the
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environmental poem "Al-Miyah Al-Miyah" by the Lebanese poet Wadih Sa'adeh based on this
theory, in order to examine the semiotic sphere formed in the work and its contribution to the
creation of discourse and meaning in the work. The poem "Al-Miyah Al-Miyah" by the
Lebanese poet Wadih Saadeh is examined based on the approach of cultural semiotics. The
reason for choosing this poem is its connection to environmental issues, one of the most
important challenges of the modern world. Wadih has made one of his most important concerns,
the environment, the central theme of this poem. The repetition of the word "miyah" and its
plural form indicate a kind of expansion and extension of the semantic signifier of water, which
pervades the entire poem and underlies the existing semiotic spheres. In this article, this poem is
examined relying on the three categories in Lotman's theory of the semiotic sphere in order to
find answers to the following questions: What elements of the sign sphere of the poem "Al-
Miyah Al-Miyah" have been rejected? To what elements does the poet differentiate himself in
the poem? What elements is the poet trying to utilize to complete his semiotic sphere?
4.Findings

The sign space in Lotman's theory develops or declines due to dualities. In general, space in this
approach is a process that is constructed and developed through mechanisms such as rejection,
distinction, and acceptance. The poet relies on the elements of nature and water to attract the
semiotic sphere of the poem. His poetry is constructed from the manifestations of these two.
The absorption of these elements has taken place from the beginning to the end of the poem,
and in the absence of human factors and their rejection, various elements of nature, such as
trees, grass, soil, plants, water, etc., dominate the poem. The elements of nature have been
added to the circle of the self and are treated as the self. The poet, using plural forms such as "
ghuyum" (clouds), "al-miyah" (waters), and others, has emphasized the absorption of numerous
natural elements, and using personification, he has declared the limitless and easy entry of these
elements into the semiotic sphere.

5.Conclusion

Wadih presents his semiotic sphere as a combination of realistic and romantic space. In his sign
space, real and abstract elements are combined. Disorder, chaos, and noise are rejected in his
poetry, and a space of silence and greenery is present in his poetry. The poet tries to eliminate
the noise and harmful elements of nature from his semiotic sphere, and by using words that
indicate inclusiveness, as well as relying on repetition and association, he tries to rise up against
the dominant system in nature and impose a new environmental order. Regarding the
mechanism of distinction, the poet does not distinguish between nature and humans, and instead
focuses on the non-distinction between himself and nature. Just as nature is a symbol of the
general "non-culture" in contrast to humans as "culture," this distinction between the poet
himself and nature, who is the only representative and lover of nature, is not seen. The poet tries
to distance human elements from his sign sphere, because in his view, these elements are in
conflict with nature and cause harm to it. Here, humans are only a linguistic symbol of culture,
and in the semiotic sphere of poetry, they cause destruction of nature. The result shows that the
poet has rejected abstract elements from his semiotic sphere, erased the boundary between
himself and nature and water, and by utilizing natural elements, he tries to convey an
environmental discourse.
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