University of Tehran Prees

ADAB-E-ARABI .

(Arabic Literature) (Scientific)

Online ISSN: 2676-4105

http://jalit.ut.ac.ir

Analyzing the Mental Patterns of Nature and Homeland in Jassim al-Sahih's Poetic
Experience, Relying on the Semiotics Approach of Michael Riffaterre
(Case Study: The Ode ""Buhayra al-Qasida.. Qamar al-Qare"

and al-Watan Biabjadiya Thania)

Ezzat Molla Ebrahimi'™ , Saeed Parvaneh" 2

1.Corresponding Author, Department of Aarabic Language and Literature of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: mebrahim@ut.ac.ir

2.Department of Aarabic Language and Literature of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Tehran, Tehran, [ran. E-mail: saced.parvaneh1995@gmail.com

Article Ifo

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Araticle

Article History:
Received:
20, July, 2024

In Revised Form:
18, September, 2024

Accepted:
26, September, 2024

Published Onlin:
19, January, 2025

Keywords:
Semiotics,

Nature, Homeland.

Riffaterre's
Theory, Jassim al-Sahih,

Riffaterre's theory is one of the most important modern critical methods that
seeks to clarify the concepts of literary works, especially contemporary
poetry, and tries to discover mysterious literary concepts and convey them to
the readers of these works. This theory is based on two types of reading;
The first reading is exploratory reading and the second reading is post-active
reading, which is used to separate the basic concepts of the text in order to
understand its most basic meaning. The authors of this research analyzed two
odes from the poetry collection of Jassim al-Sahih, a contemporary and
outstanding poet of the Arab world, which in a way represents his poetic style
and circumstances by applying this theory of semiotics, in a descriptive and
analytical way. One of the results obtained in this research is that the poet has
borrowed a lot from the homeland, nature and living creatures in writing his
poems and identified with them in order to convey many great poetic
concepts to his audience. Although most of his poetic concepts are
discoverable for the readers, their complete understanding depends on the
reader himself and his analytical method, which the use of Riffaterre's critical
method helps significantly in this matter. Despite the fact that he has hidden
a part of his existence and history in the shadow of his verses, his poetry is
alive and dynamic in the passage of time in sync with nature for the use of
humans.
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1. Introduction

This article examines the mental patterns of nature and homeland in Jassim Sahih's poetry
using Michael Riffaterre's semiotic theory. By analyzing two odes of this contemporary Arab
poet, the authors sought to discover deeper concepts that are not evident in the appearance of
the verses. Riffaterre's theory is divided into exploratory and retroactive readings, and its
purpose is to separate the basic concepts of the text for a better understanding. The results of
this research show that Jassim Sahih used natural elements and homeland in his poems and
conveyed deeper concepts to the audience by identifying with them.

Pierre Giraud, a French linguist and poet, introduced semiotics as a science to study sign
systems in the 70s. He and other linguists emphasize that semiotics does not only examine
individual signs, but also analyzes sign systems as a whole. This approach contributes to a
deeper understanding of language and human communication. Michael Riffaterre, one of the
leading researchers in the field of semiotic analysis of poetry, seeks to create a coherent
theoretical framework for reading poetry. In the book "Semiotics of Poetry", he examines the
elements that make up the literary text and the reader's role in understanding these elements.
Riffaterre believes that the reader has an active role in the analysis and interpretation of poetry
and this approach helps to interpret complex poems. Riffaterre believes that poetry, as a
special denotative system, requires a deeper reading than what exists on the surface of the
text. He emphasizes that the reader should go beyond the representational meaning and pay
attention to the implicit and ungrammatical meanings. This approach helps the reader to reach
the hidden layers of the poem and understand the semantic connections. Riffaterre emphasizes
that the reader creates connections between text and interpretation by using his experiences
and literary information. He believes that the transmission of signs is formed in the reader's
mind and this process helps to better understand the poem. His theory focuses on the main
structure and content of the poem and helps to understand the text regardless of social and
political factors.

The present study analyzes two odes by Jassim al-Sahih and its purpose is to examine the
semiotics of these poems based on Riffaterre's theory. This research seeks to answer the
question of how semiotics can lead readers to deeper concepts that are not evident on the
surface of verses. The authors of this research have achieved a deeper understanding of the
poems of this contemporary Arab poet by carefully extracting semantic and structural
elements. This analysis can help clarify new dimensions of poetry and its effect on readers
and add to the richness of Arabic literature. In the first poem, there are four descriptive
systems including life, nature, poetry and time, which are formed as a network connected
around a central core. This core shows that Jassim al-Sahih's poetry is alive and dynamic for
humans in the passage of time and in sync with nature. The semantic accumulations of plants
and humans, along with various hypograms, have added to the richness of the poem and made
it beyond the level of similes. The second ode also depicts the progress of the homeland and
Arab values with the help of descriptive verses with the accumulation of nature, agriculture,
school and war. The hypogram of this ode provides a coherent and orderly picture of the main
purposes of the poet and helps to understand the structural matrix of the poem. This structure
clearly clarifies the underlying layers of the poem's meaning. The origin of the poem in the
second ode shows that the interest in preserving and developing the homeland requires work
and effort along with knowledge and skill. This point clearly states how the homeland can be
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preserved and nurtured with effort. In fact, this message is presented as a basic principle in
Jassim al-Sahih's poetry.

Finally, the semiotic analysis of Jassim al-Sahih's works shows that this poet has been able
to convey deeper concepts to the reader by using metaphor and permission. This approach
allows the reader to discover the hidden meanings and main messages of the poem through
deeper reading and achieve a better understanding of the concepts presented..
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