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Araticle Ifo Abstract
In recent decades, Arabic poetry has undergone a profound transformation in
Article type: its structure and function. It is no longer merely a means of aesthetic or

Research Article personal expression, but rather a central discourse for questioning reality,

exposing hidden structures of power, and representing the cultural and
political tensions tearing Arab societies apart. In this context, the poet
Article Type: Adonis's experience stands out as an advanced model of modernist poetry,
Research Araticle which goes beyond mere representation, but rather engages in deconstructing
and reproducing prevailing cultural and ideological structures through critical
interpretive methods. His poem "Orbits of the Orchestra of the Hundred-Year

Article History: Islamic-Islamic War?" is a telling example of this endeavor, reflecting the
struggle of the self against systems of hegemony and attempting to establish a
Received: poetic horizon that reshapes the relationship between humanity, history, and

10, May, 2025 identity.This research begins with a fundamental question: How does the

poetic discourse in this poem contribute to reshaping collective consciousness

and cultural identities in the Arab world, away from stereotypical
In Revised form: representations and ideological repetition? From this perspective, the research
17, October, 2025 . .

seeks to explore the poetic and symbolic tools the text employs to create a

different discourse that intersects with concepts of power, self, and reality,
Accepted: through a critical vision that transcends the political surface to the symbolic
29, October, 2025 interior. The research adopts the method of critical discourse analysis as
developed by Norman Fairclough, through three stages: description,
interpretation, and clarification, to reveal the mechanisms of meaning
formation within the text and its relationship to the surrounding social,
cultural, and political contexts. The research results revealed that the poetic
Keywords:  Poctic discourse in this poem not only reflects reality, but also reproduces it through
discourse, ~ Adonis, 1images and metaphors that engage in symbolic resistance, opening the way for
critical — discourse a new awareness that transcends isolation and proposes critical possibilities
analysis, ~ modemn  for dismantling power and liberating the self from the constraints of the
poetry, Fairclough dominant discourse.
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1.Introduction

Adonis (Ali Ahmad Said Esber) is one of the most prominent contemporary Arab thinkers and poets, and
his distinctive voice is characterized by a rebellion against established cultural and political norms and a
continuous quest to redefine Arab identity in a changing world. His long and complex poem, "The Orbits
of a One-Hundred-Year Islamic War — Islamic?", reveals a bold attempt to represent the discursive and
social crisis experienced by the Arab and Islamic world, and to reconstruct the discourse surrounding
identity, religion, and power. In this context, this article provides a detailed analysis of the poem's
content, employing Gérard Genette's method of Discourse Analysis. This method focuses on the
relationships between the various voices and discursive strata within the text, and how the text interacts
with prior discourses (a hypotext) to generate new discourses (present and future). Through this method,
we can understand how Adonis uses the poem as an "orchestra" to represent the conflict of multiple
discourses and how he attempts to reconstruct the Arab-Islamic discourse by deconstructing the dominant
discourse and offering a critical, alternative future.First: The Discursive Context: A Fragmented Hypotext
Before delving into the text itself, it is essential to identify the discursive context with which Adonis
interacts. The poem does not emerge in a vacuum,; it is a reaction to what Genette calls the "hypotext"—
the body of prior discourses, narratives, and myths that dominate the consciousness of Arab and Islamic
societies. In this poem, we can identify several prior discursive strata that it interacts with:Traditional
Religious Discourse: This discourse, built upon the Quran, the Sunnah, and its exegeses, presents a
central narrative of Muslims as a single nation, united in faith and purpose. This discourse paints a picture
of society as an ideal "Ummah" (community), founded on justice and unity under the banner of
Islam.Official Historical Discourse: This provides a narrative of the Arab-Islamic society as a great
civilization that reached its peak in the Abbasid era, only to fall into a state of decline, colonization, and
defeat. This discourse is often a popular nationalist or Islamic discourse, carrying a nostalgia for a
glorious past and regret for a dark present.Contemporary Political Discourse: This includes the official
discourse of Arab and Islamic states, and the political discourses of Islamism (Salafist, Muslim
Brotherhood, jihadist), all of which attempt to revive the hypotext (religious or historical) to justify their
political existence or wield power. It is this discourse that the poem's title, "The One-Hundred-Year
Islamic War," directly references.Western Orientalist Discourse: This presents a narrative of the East (the
Islamic world) as a strange, backward, violent, and un-modernizable "Other." This discourse, whether
antagonistic or patronizingly sympathetic, has served as a mirror in which Arab society has seen itself,
leading to profound identity divisions.These different discourses interact violently and disharmoniously in
"The Orbits of an Orchestra," creating a state of discursive chaos that reflects the disintegration of the
actual society.Second: The Poem's Discursive Formation: Multiple Voices and Discursive StrataAdonis
uses the poem's structure as an "orchestra" as a central metaphor. An orchestra is not merely a collection
of musical instruments but a space for interaction, conflict, harmony, or disharmony. This analogy allows
him to represent the multiplicity of voices within society. Using Genette's method, the text can be
analyzed through several elements:

1. Intertextuality and Polyphony:

The poem is not a single voice but a field of conflict between multiple voices, each representing a
discourse from the past. We find:The Voice of Religious Heritage: This is manifested in Quranic
quotations or metaphors related to prayer, pilgrimage, paradise, and hell. However, this voice is not
presented simply or directly; it is stripped of its original context and made alien. For example, the word
"paradise” is used not as a divine promise but as a "metaphysical city," or as a political goal for which
some fight.The Voice of History and Myth: Historical figures (like Hussein ibn Ali) and mythological
characters (from Sufism or One Thousand and One Nights) appear, but they are presented symbolically
and transformed. The figure of Hussein, for instance, is no longer just a symbol of victimhood but has
become "the city of Hussein," indicating the transformation of historical figures into fixed, inescapable
political symbols.The Voice of Power and Politics: The voice of the ruler, the leader speaking in the name
of "Islam" or "the Ummah," is heard. However, this voice is presented as cold, mechanical, and devoid of
humanity, issuing orders from a city run with an iron fist. The Poet/Critic's Voice: Adonis's voice appears
as the "maestro" of the orchestra, but he is not in complete control. His is the voice that tries to
orchestrate the chaos, poses questions ("Islamic??"), and attempts to create new music from the clash of
voices.This polyphony is not merely an artistic choice but a precise representation of the actual societal
divisions, where no single, central discourse exists, but rather contending discourses compete for power
and legitimacy.



Representing and Reshaping Society in Adonis's Poem "Orbits of the War Orchestra": An Analytical Approach According to Fair 3
2. The Discursive Order:

The poem creates a new discursive order by deconstructing the old one. The old discursive order was
based on: The Central Discourse: Islam as religion and civilization.The Dominant Discourse: The Arab-
Islamic nation. The Peripheral Discourse: Minorities and the "Other" (the West, the religiously or
denominationally different).In "The Orbits of an Orchestra," this order is deconstructed:

Deconstructing the Central Discourse: The traditional religious discourse is deconstructed through
desacralization. The poem does not use religious language as an absolute truth but as a "text" that can be
read, interpreted, and defined. The sacred is turned into a dead metaphysics, a political symbol to be used
or transcended.Deconstructing the Dominant Discourse: The concept of the unified "Ummah" is
deconstructed. The German word "Ummah" in the title and the word "city" in the poem's text no longer
refer to a cohesive community but to a group of warring cities, each with its own past and voices. The
"Ummah" becomes a battlefield, and the "city" a prison.Deconstructing the Peripheral Discourse: The
"Other" (the West, the Jews) is no longer just an external "Other" but has become part of the internal
crisis. The Western Orientalist discourse interacts with the internal Islamic discourse, and each reinforces
the other, creating a state of mutual reflection that deepens the crisis. Third: Discursive Reconstruction:
From the Chaotic Orchestra to the Future City If the text represents the fragmented hypotext, its goal is to
reconstruct the future discourse. According to Genette, the purpose of discourse analysis is not just to
understand the text, but to understand how it contributes to generating new discourses. This is where the
importance of "The Orbits of an Orchestra" lies: Rejecting the Single Discourse: The first step in
reconstruction is the explicit rejection of any central discourse that claims a monopoly on truth. The
orchestra does not end in classical musical harmony but leaves the listener in a state of conflict and
questioning. This rejection is a rejection of the political-religious discourse that seeks to impose its
singular vision. Redefining Foundational Concepts: Adonis attempts to redefine central concepts like
"Islam" and "the City.""Islam"??: The question mark in the title is not one of inquiry but a marker of
doubt. It is an invitation to deconstruct the concept of "Islam" from its political and power-laden contexts.
"Islam" is no longer just a religion but a political project and a one-hundred-year war. The question is an
attempt to reclaim "Islam" as a spirituality, a philosophy, a culture, removed from the contexts of power
and conflict. "The City": In traditional Arab discourse (like Al-Farabi's "The Virtuous City"), the city was
a symbol of justice and unity. In the poem, the city becomes "the city of Hussein," a city of conflict, of
painful remembrance, of enclosure. Yet, at the same time, the city is the only space where "orbits"
(movement, rotation) can occur. Reconstruction comes from understanding the city not as a final
destination, but as a dynamic space for conflict and renewal, as a stage for interpretation and
reenactment. The Shift from Representation to Creation: The poem is not merely a mirror reflecting reality
(representation) but a tool for changing it (reconstruction). The chaotic orchestra is the first stage. The
ultimate goal is not to end the conflict but to create a state of awareness that allows society to become a
"city" that governs itself through the free interaction of its voices, without an absolute ruler or a central
discourse. This future "city" is not an Islamic city in the traditional sense, but a "human city" founded on
dialogue, difference, and freedom.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, Adonis's "The Orbits of a One-Hundred-Year Islamic War — Islamic?" provides a unique
model for using literature as a tool for analytical and critical discourse. Through Genette's method, we can
see that the poem was not merely a poetic expression of pain, but a systematic process for:

Analysis: Representing and deconstructing the various discourses (religious, historical, political) that
form the hypotext of Arab and Islamic society.Critique: Exposing the repressive and consumptive
relationships within these discourses and showing how their conflict has led to a state of chaos and
division.Reconstruction: Offering a future-oriented vision for society, where a single discourse is
transcended, foundational concepts are redefined, and the door is opened to a new discourse based on
difference, dialogue, and freedom.The poem, with its orchestral structure and polyphony, is in essence a
call for a new "Islamic project"—not in the narrow religious sense, but in a civilizational, human one. It is
a project that seeks to reconstruct the Arab-Islamic discourse to be more open, diverse, and humane,
transcending the "One-Hundred-Year War" by understanding its discursive roots and offering a critical,
alternative future.
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1. Introduction

A full understanding of a character in a play occurs when we observe them in the moment of action and
reaction, or in their interactions with other characters. Through their actions, we gain insight into their
essence and deeper feelings. This requires, more than anything else, a psychological analysis of the
artwork, because the psychological aspect is known to be the most important aspect of character
development. Meanwhile, Gordon Allport's psychoanalytic ideas have had a tremendous impact on
literature, particularly on character types. Allport believes that personality is the dynamic (living)
organization of a person's physical and psychological systems that determines how that person adapts to
the environment. What he means by "dynamic organization” is that personality, although all of its
constituent elements are interconnected, connected, and cooperative, is constantly growing, changing, and
evolving (Sharif Al-Amara, 2014: 16). Meanwhile, physical and mental activities are not separate from
each other, and neither alone creates personality. Rather, they blend together and together form
personality (Allport, 1967: 28). The main feature of Allport's personality theory is his individualistic
approach, so much so that he can be called a champion of this approach, as many researchers, influenced
by his theories, have questioned the tenets of the law-oriented approach and believe that personality
theory must also take into account individuality (Allen, 1967: 89). According to Allport's view,
personality traits consist of three parts: the original traits that dominate a person's entire life and the extent
to which the person is identified with these traits. In fact, hearing someone's name conjures up these traits.
The primary traits are formed in small quantities throughout life. The central traits that form the basic
foundation of personality, although they are not the same as the primary traits, can also be used to
describe another person, such as intelligence, shyness, and anxiety. Secondary traits are sometimes related
to situations or specific circumstances. For example, feeling anxious when speaking in front of a group of
people (Allport, 1937: 144). After presenting personality traits, Allport moves on to identify differences
in personality and mentions the characteristics of a mature personality, which include an expanded
concept of self, intimate contact with others, emotional security, realistic perception, skills and duties, a
true self-image, and a unified philosophy of life. These traits can be addressed in literary works,
especially the play under investigation, " Mother's Salam " by Fatima Abdullah, which we attempted to
address using a descriptive-analytical approach. This research aims to study the psychological analysis of
the characters and the components of their patterns portrayed by the writer Fatima Abdullah in the play,
based on Gordon Allport's psychological theory. This study aims to gain insight into the author's position,
help understand hidden angles, and lead the audience to a deeper understanding of the fiction.

2. Research problem

What are the components of the character patterns in the play " Mother's Salam,” according to Gordon
Allport's psychological theory?

what extent was the writer able to conceptualize the characteristics of the characters in Mother's Salam "?
3. Research methods

This research is based on the descriptive analytical approach based on content analysis and deals with the
psychological study of the characters and their characteristics in the play " Mother's Salam " by Fatima
Abdullah, based on Gordon Allport's theory that emphasizes character description.

4. Conclusion

According to Allport, we should focus on a healthy, mature personality, which consists of specific
behavioral characteristics and has characteristics that describe it, including: an expanded concept of

self, which indicates a person's preoccupation with important matters outside of themselves. In the

play, we see: the character of Abbas, who, despite his preoccupation with his family life and his
concerns, did not abandon jihad; the character of Ahmed, who constantly persuaded his mother to go to
the front; The character of Abdullah, who was a farmer but didn't stop there and stood firm in the face of
the enemy's attacks until he was martyred; and the real character of Amina, who finally joined the
resistance after the events she experienced. These traits—real and honest struggle—are characteristics of
a complete and mature person. Intimate communication with others includes this type of trait, the
closeness and empathy a person feels in their intimate relationships with relatives. In the play, Ahmed's
kindness and love for his uncle Masoud, Masoud's compassion for his sister Amina, who was worried
about losing her children, Amina's help and kindness to Abbas in healing his wound, Abbas's assistance
to his brothers and sisters in their livelihood, and Sheikh Ibrahim's kindness and compassion for the
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orphans. These traits indicate a mature personality and its empathy and intimacy with loved ones in
relationships. According to Allport, an adult enjoys emotional security and psychological peace and can
manage their emotions. In the play, Ahmed's behavior is depicted as having been able to go to the front,
but due to his living conditions, his mother's morale, his love, and compassion for her, he refused to fight.
Also, when Abdullah's body was transferred to Amina, despite her love and compassion for her son, she
did not give in to her feelings and joined the front lines of struggle and resistance. Weakness and failure
do not cause despair or stagnation, and positive aspects do not cause arrogance. Realistic perception
means that a mature person is realistic about themselves, and due to their true self-assessment, they
interact well with others. The results of the study indicate that the main traits, such as the courage and
bravery of Amina's sons and the spouses, and the central traits, such as the courage of Amina, and the
secondary traits, such as the anger of Zeinab Khatiba Abdullah, are represented in the play. The author
portrayed the elements of a healthy and mature personality, such as expanding the concept of self: Ma'eel
Abbas and his jihad, intimate communication with others: Masoud's sympathy with Amina's sister,
emotional security: Ahmad not going to war and respecting his mother because of worries about what
happened to her before, realistic perception: Amina's joining the resistance at the end of the play, skills
and duties: Amina's nursing, true self image: courage and courage of Amina's sons and couples Al-
Shaheed, Philosophy of Al-Hayat al-Mawhada: The freedom of resistance figures.

of the non-Western other, and leading the backward ones to progress, democracy, and civilization.
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Al-

Halliday's functional theory is one of the important theories in the systematic
vision. According to Halliday, meaning is divided into three sections, each of
which complements the other. Halliday expressed it as the three functions of
language: the experiential function, the communicative function, and the textual
function. In the experiential function, we express our experiences in relation to
external reality, and language becomes a mirror of life. The experiential function is
one of the functions that represent to us the miniature and tested experiential model
of external reality. But does the author have a role in stating his intention in
relation to this reality? The important thing in Halliday's approach is the issue of
choosing between different meanings; that is, in his use of language, he believes in
the importance of the linguistic possibilities that language itself provides, and they
go back to the author/writer who chooses a meaning instead of a meaning from
among the unlimited and multiple possibilities of language according to the text he
writes. As Halliday sees it, the possibility of language is the possibility of meaning.
Therefore, this study seeks to analyze the six operations of the experiential function
in Surat Al-Anfal and to clarify the author's position and role in choosing their
type, because the meaning and content of the text are involved in choosing the type
of the six operations. (i.e. material, mental, relational, behavioral, verbal, and
existential). The question posed in this study is: What are the most and least
employed operations and their effectiveness in clarifying the author's intention in
Surat Al-Anfal? The research method in this descriptive analytical article is to
analyze Surat Al-Anfal according to Halliday's experimental function and apply its
six operations to the surah to reveal its relationship with the author's intention and
his role in choosing the operations and their meanings. The study concluded that
the material operation contains the highest percentage of employment compared to
the rest of the operations; as the number of repetitions reached 40 percent
compared to the rest of the operations in this surah, and this shows the material
mentality of the pre-Islamic society that accepts tangible reality more than abstract
reality. As for the contemporary addressee, employing this operation here makes it
easier for him to conjure up the war image and represent the historical reality, even
if a time has passed that exceeds 1400 years, so life emerges before him and the
image is drawn for him with its terrain and he witnesses the revival of the Battle of
Badr with its material features and it lives again and again in his mind.
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Introduction

This study examines the relationship between Halliday’s functional theory of language and the issue of
authorial intentionality through an analysis of Surat Al-Anfal, with a focus on what is known in functional
linguistics as the experiential function and the six types of processes associated with it. The study
proceeds from the theoretical foundation established by the British linguist Michael Halliday, who views
language not merely as a formal system of rules, but, above all, as a system for creating meaning within
human culture. Based on this conception, language is part of a broader semantic system, in which
linguistic signs are connected to the cultural and social context in which they are used. From this
perspective, Halliday’s view belongs to the semiotic approach, which considers language to be one of the
systems of meaning that shape human culture.Halliday divides linguistic meaning into three major
functions of language: the experiential function, the interpersonal function, and the textual function. The
experiential function is concerned with representing human experience of the external and internal world,
as language functions as a tool for depicting human experiences and various events. The interpersonal
function, on the other hand, is concerned with the relationships between the speaker and the addressee,
that is, with how language is used for social interaction. The textual function relates to organizing the
linguistic message in the form of a coherent and cohesive text. This study focuses specifically on the
experiential function because it represents the domain in which the types of linguistic processes used by
the speaker or writer to express events and experiences appear.The study raises a central problem, namely
the relationship between the choice of linguistic processes and authorial intentionality. Halliday maintains
that the production of a text does not occur randomly, but rather is based on a series of organized choices
made by the speaker or writer from among the available linguistic possibilities. Language offers a wide
range of expressive alternatives, and the writer chooses from them what best suits the meaning he or she
wishes to convey. Thus, textual analysis is based on identifying the choices made by the writer, as well as
considering the other possible alternatives that were not selected, since these choices reveal the intended
meaning of the text. In this context, the study is based on a fundamental idea: authorial intentionality is
manifested in the way linguistic processes are selected and distributed within the text. When the writer
chooses a particular type of linguistic process, such as material or mental processes, this reflects a specific
view of the world and a particular way of representing events. Therefore, studying these choices helps
reveal the deeper meanings of the text and the purpose the author seeks to achieve.

Theoretical Framework

The concept of choice in language, as presented by Halliday, emphasizes that the linguistic system is
essentially based on a network of multiple choices available to the speaker. Meaning is not generated
automatically; rather, it is formed through a conscious selection from among different linguistic
alternatives. As these choices continue throughout the text, meaning becomes complete and appears in its
final form. Thus, the text becomes the result of a complex process of linguistic decisions made by the
author in order to achieve his or her expressive purpose. The idea of choice in language is not entirely
new; its roots can be found in the Arabic rhetorical tradition, especially in the work of Abd al-Qabhir al-
Jurjani, who emphasized that the arrangement of words in a text reflects the arrangement of meanings in
the author’s mind. The author first thinks of meanings, then selects the words that express them according
to a specific system that reveals his intention. This conception largely intersects with Halliday’s view,
which sees the text as reflecting a set of intentional semantic choices. Within the framework of the
experiential function, Halliday distinguishes between six types of processes used to represent human
experience in language. These processes are divided into two main categories: primary processes and
secondary processes. The primary processes include the material process, the mental process, and the
relational process, while the secondary processes include the behavioral process, the verbal process, and
the existential process. Each of these processes is used to express a particular type of experience or event.
The material process is associated with actions and tangible events that can be perceived through the
senses, such as killing, movement, or change in the external world. The mental process, however, is
related to internal processes such as thinking, perception, and feeling. The relational process is concerned
with establishing relationships between things or describing qualities and states. As for the secondary
processes, each has a specific function: the behavioral process expresses the behavior of living beings; the
verbal process is related to acts of saying and communication; and the existential process indicates the
existence of something in a particular place.To clarify these types of processes, the study provides a
simple example of a traffic accident that can be described in several different ways depending on the type
of process used. It may be expressed through a material process, such as “The car collided with the tree”;
through a mental process, such as “The wife was terrified by the accident”; through a relational process,
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such as “The husband is the driver of the car”; through a behavioral process, such as “The wife cried”;
through a verbal process, such as “The wife said: Woe is me”; or through an existential process, such as
“There was a tree on the side of the road.” This example shows that the choice of linguistic process
changes the angle from which the event is viewed and highlights a particular aspect of it.After presenting
the theoretical framework, the study moves on to the applied analysis of Surat Al-Anfal in order to reveal
the relationship between the distribution of linguistic processes and the intentionality of the text.

Findings

The findings show that the total number of processes in the surah reached 374, distributed in different
proportions among the six types. It became clear that the material process is the most frequent, accounting
for approximately 40% of all processes. This indicates the dominance of actions related to movement and
material events in the surah. The study explains this result in light of the content of Surat Al-Anfal, as it
deals with the events of the Battle of Badr, which is considered the first major military confrontation in
Islamic history. Therefore, depicting war and the accompanying material actions, such as fighting, killing,
throwing, and confrontation, requires the intensive use of material processes. This extensive use reveals a
clear intentionality in highlighting the dynamic and realistic dimension of the event, enabling the recipient
to imagine the battle in all its details.The study also notes that the main agents in these material processes
are Allah Almighty and the Muslims. The role of Allah often appears in the form of the third-person
pronoun, indicating the unseen dimension of divine support for the Muslims in the battle. This choice
reflects the text’s view of the battle as an event that combines both the material factor and the divine
factor.The relational process comes in second place, with approximately 20%. It is mainly used to
describe the characteristics of people, places, and circumstances related to the battle. It is also used to
describe the attributes of Allah Almighty, as a considerable number of processes refer to His attributes
such as knowledge, power, and wisdom. This reveals another intentionality, namely linking historical
events to Allah’s attributes and will. The mental process comes in third place, with approximately 19%. It
focuses on the concepts of faith and disbelief, reflecting the doctrinal conflict between the camp of truth
and the camp of falsehood. In many of these processes, Allah appears as the principal perceiver of
knowledge and awareness, which affirms the idea of divine omniscience.The behavioral process follows
with a lower percentage. It is divided into positive and negative behavior, with negative behavior
associated with the disbelievers being more frequent. This includes meanings such as betrayal, breaking
covenants, fear, stubbornness, and hostility. This use aims to highlight the characteristics of the camp
opposing Islam within the context of the battle.As for the verbal process, it appears with a relatively low
percentage; however, it plays an important role in the structure of the Qur’anic discourse, especially in
dialogic contexts such as “They ask you... Say...”. The Qur’anic text is distinguished here by multiple
levels of address: Allah Almighty is the first speaker, the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, is the
transmitter of the discourse, the Companions are the second addressees, and the general public in later
ages becomes a third level of addressees.The study ultimately concludes that the distribution of linguistic
processes in Surat Al-Anfal is not random, but rather reflects a clear intentionality in constructing
meaning. The strong dominance of the material process corresponds to the martial nature of the surah,
while the other processes contribute to describing and interpreting the events and highlighting their
doctrinal and moral dimensions. Thus, the study confirms that the choice of process type in a text is an
essential tool for revealing the author’s vision and the meaning of the text, and that analyzing these
choices provides a deeper understanding of the structure of Qur’anic discourse and its implications.
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Poetic space,” the world constructed by the poet, consists of multiple and
intricate elements, with time holding a prominent position. The past, present,
and future are embodied in a unique interplay, enabling the poet to explore the
depths of the human psyche and express their visions. As the poet begins to
craft their poem, they paint a personal temporal canvas, evoking memories of
the past, experiencing the present moment in its sensory and emotional details,
or looking to the future with apprehension or hope. These multiple temporal
dimensions, through their interaction and intertwining, lend poetry depth and
richness, allowing the reader to experience a fully dimensional poetic journey.
This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to study the
poetic time space in Fadel Ibrahim Al-Hamdani's poetry based on Gérard
Genette's narrative theory. The research findings indicate that the temporal
structure in Al-Hamdani's poetry is characterized by its linear (sequential) and
interactive (non-linear) nature, where external time, linked to tangible events
and historical occurrences, intersects with internal time, associated with the
poet's self-awareness and emotions. To achieve this complex temporal
structure, Al-Hamdani skillfully employs a range of narrative techniques. He
uses flashback to document human experiences, recall past events, and
highlight their impact on the present. He also uses foreshadowing to express
his inner self and allude to what the future may hold. Additionally, Al-
Hamdani utilizes descriptive pauses and dialogue to slow down the narrative
pace, highlight minute details, and showcase psychological and emotional
conflicts. Conversely, he employs ellipsis and summary to accelerate the
narrative pace, condensing long periods, thereby aiding in the delivery of
focused and impactful ideas. These temporal techniques are clearly manifested
in Al-Hamdani's poetry through his recollection of memories with his beloved
and the events he witnessed in his homeland during the American occupation
of Irag, highlighting the organic relationship between time and the sense of
belonging and identity.
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1.Introduction
Time is an absolute category with multiple dimensions while displaying complex philosophical
characteristics. Research into time's fundamental nature creates complex mental pathways for
investigation. This research examines time in relation to poetic discourse while excluding all
philosophical and metaphysical aspects. Time as a narrative element in literary texts has received
substantial academic study, particularly in narrative and poetic discourse. Researchers have studied time
manifestations in texts by applying narrative criticism models, especially the theoretical framework
developed by Gérard Genette. Genette established himself as a prominent literary theorist through his
work, including his temporal analysis that identified three distinct time levels: story, narrative, and
reading time.
Fadel Al-Hamdani published three poetry collections: the first, titled Window on Seduction, appeared in
2018; the second, Drops of Light, was published in 2021; and the third and most recent, The Scent of
Mint, was released in 2022. However, the act of writing these poems is not confined to the years in which
the collections were published (2018-2022); rather, some poems date back significantly earlier. For
instance, certain texts are noted as having been written in the year 2000, which indicates that the poet’s
creative production spans over two decades. This temporal breadth reflects the depth and diversity of his
poetic experience.
Simultaneously, when a poem reaches the reader, the nature of time shifts—from a horizontally extended
timeline of writing experiences to a vertically concentrated moment of reception. The “time of reception”
thus refers to the duration the reader requires to engage with and comprehend the poem, which may be
brief but carries a profound impact.
Research Methodology
Based on the above premises, this study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine narrative
time techniques in the poetry of Fadel Ibrahim Al-Hamdani, grounded in Genette’s narrative theory. We
analyzed all three of his collections and extracted key examples that illustrate these techniques. The study
aims to answer the following research questions:
1. How is poetic time manifested in the poetry of Fadhil Ibrahim Al-Hamdani?
2. How is temporal discrepancy (anachrony) represented in his poetry?
3. What are the main techniques for slowing down and speeding up the narrative in his poetry?
Theoretical Framework of the Study
A poem's structure depends on time as a fundamental axis because literary time represents emotional
experiences and psychological states that emerge during the creative process. Time in poetry exists
according to the poet's vision rather than following the standard linear progression of time. Time is a tool
for creative exploration while revealing how poets connect with the universe, themselves, and their
environment. The analysis of time within poetic texts reveals an aesthetic dimension that remains hidden
from the naked eye.
Time holds significant importance in poetic texts and is considered a foundational element in literary
works. Characters and events only exist within a temporal framework.
Narratologists have divided time into two types: external time, which is objective and measurable (e.g.,
years, months, hours, days, morning, noon, night), and internal time, which is the narrative fabric woven
from emotions and thoughts.
Jean Ricardou distinguished between narrative time and story time, dividing time into three categories:
adventure time (the span of events, e.g., two years), writing time (e.g., two months), and reading time
(e.g., two hours). Gérard Genette studied the relationship between story time and narrative time through
three main dimensions: the chronological sequence of events (order), the varying durations of events
(duration), and the frequency with which events are narrated (frequency).
Research Findings
The study arrived at several key findings:
e  The structure of time in Fadel Al-Hamdani’s poetry is characterized by its linear and interactive
nature. Past, present, and future temporalities interweave to form an integrated temporal fabric.
This structure oscillates between external time (linked to tangible reality) and internal time
(linked to the poet’s emotions and thoughts), influenced by the meanings and ideas he aims to
express.
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In Al-Hamdani’s poetry, time is not merely a temporal setting but a vital element that shapes the
poem’s internal structure. It influences character development and event progression while
reflecting the depth of the poet’s human experience. Time serves as a central driver of poetic
drama, directing the flow of events, creating tension and conflict, and enhancing the emotional
depth of the poem. The poet crafts a layered temporal dimension that adds richness and suspense
by shifting between different time frames.

Time thus emerges as a stylistic hallmark in Al-Hamdani’s work, forming the core of his poetic
experience and maintaining a close connection with the lyrical self and the meanings it conveys.
The use of temporal discrepancy (anachrony) in Al-Hamdani’s poetry is evident in the forms of
flashbacks (analepsis) and foreshadowing (prolepsis). The poet frequently employs internal and
external flashbacks and blended forms, making them central elements of his poetic structure.
These devices enable him to recall past moments and events, enriching the poetic text and
preserving human experiences.

He also uses preparatory and declarative foreshadowing as tools for self-expression and hinting
at future outcomes. His use of foreshadowing is notable for its clarity and directness, allowing
readers to explore the layers of meaning and follow the poem’s trajectory.
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interconnected with each other within specific relationships; one of these
elements and components is the character element (personage), which is a
central element and a fundamental component in every narrative, as a novel
cannot be imagined without characters. Due to the importance of this topic, we
studied the characters and their different types in the novel "Gha'ib" by the
Iraqi writer Batoul Al-Khudayri according to the theory of the French critic
and theorist Philippe Hamon on the semiotics of the character, which is based
on four principles: Hamon classified them into three categories: referential

characters, indexical characters, and evocative characters. The results of the

descriptive-analytical research indicate that the characters of this novel are
symbolic characters used by the author to express her ideas. Through these
characters, she has depicted the political, economic, and social reality of Iraq
during the period of wars and the imposed siege. These characters can also be
considered social characters because each of them has a social role in Iraqi
society at that time. The meaning and descriptive level of the characters is
expressed through the presentation of the story's heroine. The author has paid
great attention to providing the reader with the intellectual and mental level of
the characters, as well as their physical, psychological, and social
characteristics. The author's choice of names for the characters was deliberate
and not random, and it achieved its readability throughout the tex.
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1.Introduction

The novel is the longest and most diverse narrative genre in terms of size, multiplicity of characters, and
diversity of events, and it always attracts the attention of scholars and researchers because it is considered
a fertile field for study and scientific research. The fictional character is considered one of the most
important components of this narrative genre, because all functions, emotions, and inclinations revolve
around it. Because it is the one who narrates to others or the narration is done to it, so it is a tool of
narration and presentation. The study of the fictional character is one of the important topics in semiotics.
Because every character in the novel represents a special and specific group in society, Therefore, the
names of the characters and their actions are chosen as a sign indicating specific meanings, so studying
the fictional character semiotically helps to reveal the author’s hidden intentions in the text.

From this standpoint, we decided to study the characters of the novel “Ghayeb,” a semiotic study, by the
Iraqi writer Batoul Al-Khudairi, through which she embodied the siege imposed on Iraq. As for the plan
followed in this research, we decided that it would be in two axes: The first axis is theoretical and deals
with the concepts of the novel, the semiotics of the fictional characters, and the element and types of
personality. And also about the principles of Hamon’s theory, especially the three personality categories
according to this French critic. As for the second axis, which is practical, we touched on the novel’s
characters and their levels of characterization from Philip Hamon’s point of view. However, due to the
large number of personalities, we decided to study five of them that had a prominent presence, and they
are: Dalal, the heroine of the novel, her aunt, her sterile husband called Abu Ghayeb, and two of their
neighbors, the nurse Elham and Umm Mazen, the cup reader.

This research relies on the descriptive-analytical approach to study the characters of the novel “Ghayeb”
semiotically, according to the theory of the French critic Philippe Hamon, and seeks to know the types of
characters that the writer relied on in her feminist novel. As for Hamon’s theory, it is based on four
principles:

First: dividing characters into three categories, the category of reference characters: which “refer to a full
and fixed meaning determined by a culture, and also refer to fixed roles, programs, and uses, such as
historical figures (Napoleon), mythical figures (Venus, Zeus), and metaphorical figures.” (Love, Hate)
and social characters (the knight, the worker, the swindler)” and the category of indicative characters: It is
evidence of the presence of the author, the reader, or their representative in the text: characters speaking
on his behalf, passing characters, narrators and the like them, characters of a painter, writer, gossipy
artists, and... And the category of memorable characters: What determines the identity of this category of
characters is the reference to the specific style of the work alone. They are signs that stimulate the reader's
memory.

Second: The meaning of personality: In the opinion of Philip Hamon, “Personality is a semantic unit, to
the extent that it is a separate meaning, and we will assume that this meaning is capable of analysis and
description. If we accept the starting hypothesis that the character of a novel is born from units of
meaning, and that this character is only built through sentences that are spoken or spoken about, then it
will be a basis for maintaining the story and its transformations.

Third: Levels of personality description: Philip Hamon says: “If we consider personality as a sign, that is,
a separate morpheme for example, then we will look at it as complementary or compound. This definition
calls for the saying “levels of description.” As is known, this saying is an essential element in linguistics
and in every semiotic activity.

Fourth: The character’s significance: “Philip Hamon distinguishes between the character’s name as a
lexical sign and the character’s name in the novel. He believes that the name is not a sign based on a
random relationship between the signifier and the signified, but on a contractual relationship between the
signifier and the signified.

Analysis of the semiotics of the character in the novel Ghayeb

Analysis of character semiotics in Gay’s novel, according to Philip Hamon’s theory that we used in our
study, most of the characters in this novel recede within the social reference characters; Although most of
the characters are made up of women, each of them has a social profession. Umm Mazen works as a cup
reader, Umm Ghayeb works as a seamstress, [lham works as a nurse, and an auctioneer studies at the
university and works in women’s hairdressing. So, all the female characters have an active social role in
Iraqi society at that time.
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We can also consider her among the indicative characters, because it embodies the writer’s thoughts and
concerns regarding the tragic situation of Iraq in a time of war, siege, and deprivation. The writer used the
character of Dalal as a narrator for the events of the novel and to describe the physical, intellectual and
social dimensions of the characters. Batoul Al-Khudairi, by using the direct method to present the events,
we find her present in all the scenes of the novel.

At the level of description, the writer expressed each character’s obsession and hope in life. We find Dalal
searching for a solution to restore her beauty, which was diminished as a result of the paralysis that
afflicted her in childhood, her aunt searching for her lost sense of motherhood, and Abu Ghayeb
searching for the cause of the disease that afflicted him and the cure for his Illness, Elham searching for
her mother who left her and the hope that she will see her one day, and umm Mazen who is searching for
a better life and finds it sometimes in trade, sometimes in reading the cup and opening the faal, and once
in folk medicine.

After morphological and etymological analysis of the characters' names, we concluded that the writer's
choice of the characters' names was not arbitrary, but rather those names were chosen with complete
awareness and a certain obsession. Each name of these characters was able to play an important role in
presenting the personality of its owner to the reader.
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1.Introduction

As a vital part of modern Arabic literature, contemporary Omani literature has flourished in recent
decades, marked by a rich diversity of themes and forms. Writers like Hamad Al-Mukhini, through
their short stories and novels, have undertaken a profound examination of social, cultural, and
philosophical issues within the context of traditional and evolving Omani society. Among Al-
MukhinT’s works, the short story “I Cross the Alleyways with My Flute in My Pocket” (‘Abur Sekak
al-Hara wa Nay f1 Jab1) holds a distinguished place due to its tight structure, rich symbolism, and
complex layers of meaning. This story is not merely a narration of a mundane event; rather, it
functions as a microcosm of the fundamental tensions of the modern individual with the past, the
social environment, and the self.

To analyze this work and achieve a deeper understanding of its philosophical and social messages,
precise analytical tools are required. Lucien Goldman’s theory of genetic structuralism provides a
powerful theoretical framework that enables an analysis of the relationship between objective social
structures, the author’s system of thought, and the internal structure of a literary work. This essay
aims to demonstrate, by applying this theory, how “I Cross the Alleyways with My Flute in My
Pocket” reflects the crisis of identity, isolation, and the search for meaning in the modern age. It also
shows how the story’s internal structure manifests a specific worldview that stands in opposition to
social reality.

Lucien Goldman, a Belgian philosopher and literary theorist, sought to build a bridge between
Marxism and structuralism. His theory is founded on the principle that a literary work is an “abstract
structure” formed through a process of “genesis.” This process involves three main elements:
objective structures, worldview (vision du monde), and the internal structure of the work. Objective
structures refer to the social, economic, political, and cultural realities in which the author lives.
These structures shape the consciousness of individuals and groups. For instance, in Omani society,
traditional structures based on tribal relations, religion, and custom exist in dynamic tension with
modern structures based on individualism, technology, and globalization.

The concept of worldview refers to a system of thought and values within a particular social group
or author that attempts to interpret reality. In Al-Mukhint’s story, the protagonist’s worldview—
reflecting the author’s critical perspective—is in direct opposition to the dominant worldview of the
alley and neighborhood. The internal structure of the work refers to the literary text itself. Goldman
argued that this structure represents the “abstract solution” the author offers to resolve the crisis
within their worldview.

Analysis

The story “I Cross the Alleyways with My Flute in My Pocket” is set in an urban yet intimately
familiar and traditional environment: the “alley” and “neighborhood” (al-hara) in Oman. This
objective structure reflects Omani society, which exists in a state of transition between tradition and
modernity. In this society, traditional values such as tribalism, religion, custom, and a rustic way of
life still maintain their influence. The alley, as a closed and familiar space, symbolizes traditional
society, where an individual’s identity is shaped through direct human relationships, collective
memory, and attachment to place.

However, alongside this traditional structure, there are clear signs of modernity. The protagonist, a
writer or intellectual, is alienated from this space and has retreated into his “pocket.” The “pocket”
symbolizes a private space—the mind, an inner world, or even a metaphorical refuge where the
individual escapes from social constraints. This contrast between the “alley” (a collective,
traditional, public space) and the “pocket” (an individual, modern, abstract space) reflects the
broader social reality in which the modern individual experiences a profound gap between external
life and inner .

consciousness

The protagonist, who serves as both narrator and focal point of the story, represents a modern,
individualistic worldview. Although he physically resides in the alley, his consciousness is detached
from it. His worldview is characterized by several key features. He is weary of superficial and
repetitive interactions with his neighbors and prefers retreat into his inner world. This isolation does
not stem from indifference but from a critical awareness of the emptiness of routine social relations.

He is engaged in a deeper search for meaning beyond the surface of everyday life. The “shadows”
and “other selves” referenced in the narrative symbolize this search. The shadows may represent
memories, the past, or hidden dimensions of reality, while the “other self” suggests a fragmented
identity. The protagonist exists physically within the alley but experiences his authentic self within
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his inner world. He seeks a genuine connection—an authentic presence—rather than a mechanical
and repetitive existence.

In contrast, the dominant worldview of the alley is grounded in tradition, repetition, and acceptance.
For the neighbors, life follows a predictable and cyclical pattern. The protagonist, however,
embodies a questioning and critical perspective, constantly searching for deeper meaning. This
fundamental contradiction generates his internal crisis. Unable to reconcile his perspective with that
of society, he is driven toward isolation and withdrawal.

Internal Structure

The internal structure of “I Cross the Alleyways with My Flute in My Pocket” is built upon the
central tension between the two symbolic spaces: the “alley” and the “pocket.” This structural
opposition reflects the protagonist’s attempt to resolve his existential crisis.

The primary conflict in the narrative lies between two conceptions of time and existence. In the
alley, time is static and cyclical; daily life repeats itself without meaningful change. In contrast,
within the pocket, time becomes dynamic and subjective. It is a space of reflection, creativity, and
self-exploration. Within this inner realm, the protagonist writes, recalls memories, and seeks to
construct meaning. These two spaces represent opposing poles: one is collective and limited, while
the other is individual and boundless.

Unlike traditional narratives that resolve conflict through reconciliation, the protagonist’s attempt at
resolution ultimately fails. He cannot fully belong to the alley due to his critical worldview, nor can
he completely escape into his inner world, as he remains physically embedded in society. This
unresolved tension reflects a broader human condition: the struggle between individuality and social
belonging.

The protagonist ultimately recognizes that his inner “other self” is incomplete—a mere shadow of
existence rather than a fully realized identity. He fails to establish a meaningful connection with the
external world, while his internal retreat deepens his isolation. As a result, the narrative takes on a
tragic dimension.

The protagonist is trapped in an irresolvable dilemma. Every potential solution—whether total
withdrawal or complete conformity—proves inadequate. This sense of futility reflects the limitations
of the modern individualistic worldview in addressing the complexities of contemporary existence.
The story suggests that, in the absence of a shared and transcendent meaning, the individual remains
isolated and disoriented.

Conclusion

An analysis of “I Cross the Alleyways with My Flute in My Pocket” through the lens of Lucien
Goldman’s theory reveals that the story is not merely a personal account of isolation but a profound
exploration of the identity crisis in the modern age. The objective structures of Omani society—
characterized by tension between tradition and modernity—create the conditions for the emergence
of a critical and questioning worldview in both the author and the protagonist.

This worldview, in its search for authenticity and meaning, comes into conflict with the dominant
social reality, leading to alienation. The internal structure of the story, built upon the contrast
between the “alley” and the “pocket,” represents an abstract attempt to resolve this crisis. However,
this attempt ultimately fails, resulting in a tragic vision of the human condition.

The modern individual is portrayed as caught between incompatible choices: a return to an
inaccessible past or acceptance of profound isolation. Through this lens, the story emerges as a
powerful example of modern Arabic literature that captures the fundamental tensions of
contemporary existence. It invites readers to reflect critically on their own position within the
modern world.
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The novels of the Moroccan novelist Abd elah Ben Arafa are distinguished by the
frequent symbolic use of letters, numbers and shapes. His novelistic experience is a
luminous study of understanding the relationships between words and shapes and
their corresponding numbers in the abjad system as Sufi philosophical symbols. In
all of this, he is influenced by Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi in his book Al-Futuhat Al-
Makkiyya according to his Sufi vision of the world. Among the twelve mystical
novels that ibn Arafa has produced since the beginning of the third millennium, his
trilogy, Jabal Qaf, Bahr Nun, and Bilad Sad, is distinguished by absorbing its
intellectual reference from the Sufi heritage and its figures, especially Ibn Arabi, in
the essence of human existence and the absolute divine self, and re-broadcasting it
in a new narrative position, as it is full of letters, numbers, and shapes with
mystical and Sufi connotations that come in continuous interaction with the
previous idea. This study, with its descriptive and analytical approach, seeks to
trace the symbolism of numbers, letters and shapes and decipher their codes
according to the views of the Sufis, especially the idea of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi in
the unity of being, which is considered the first influence on the thinking of Abd
elah Ibn Arafa. The study concluded that the letters, shapes and numbers in Ibn
Arafa’s trilogy have transcended their lexical meanings and the novelist has given
them a spiritual glow that is consistent with the Sufi idea. Ibn Arafa quoted the
titles of his three novels about the separate letters of the Qur’an to demonstrate the
Sufi idea of letters as a divine secret that aims to know and witness God. In his
three novels, the novelist repeated some numbers such as seven, twelve, four, and
forty in more than one narrative situation to correspond with the Qur’anic verses
that speak about creation. He also repeated the shapes of the square and the circle
many times to symbolize the four directions and the circular conception of
existence from Ibn Arabi’s perspective.

Cite this The Author(s): Talebi Gharegheshlaghi, J; Kalashi, M.; Roshan chesli, M.M., (2026): Manifestations of the
Sufi coding of letters, numbers and shapes in the novels of the Moroccan writer Abd al elah Ben Arafa (Jabal Qaf,
Bahr Noon, Bilad Sad as an example): Journal of Adab-e-Arabi (Arabic Literature-Scientific) Vol. 17, No. 4, Winter,
Serial No.46- (147-165). https://jalit.ut.ac.ir/article_99839.html?lang=en
Publisher: Unversity of Tehran Press
© Author(s): Jamal Talebi Gharehgheshlaghi, Mohammad Kalashi, Mohammad Mehdi Ros
By _Nc Retain the Copyright.DOI: https://doi.org/ 10.22059/jalit.2024.382442.612870



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0759-0897
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1010-7787
https://jalit.ut.ac.ir/article_99839.html?lang=en
https://jalit.ut.ac.ir/article_99839.html?lang=en
https://jalit.ut.ac.ir/?lang=en�
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0759-0897�
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1010-7787�
https://jalit.ut.ac.ir/?lang=en�

148 Journal of Adab-e-Arabi (Arabic Literature-Scientific) Vol. 17, No. 4, Winter, 2026 - Serial No.46

1. Introduction

The contemporary Arab novel has ventured into new realms since the beginning of the third
millennium. Drawing on the rich, millennia-old heritage of Arab Islamic civilization, Arab
novelists have begun incorporating mystical and Sufi themes into their works. The novelists of
the Arab Maghreb have been pioneers in this field, with Moroccan novelist Abd al-Ilah bin
Arafa creating significant works imbued with mystical elements, the foremost being his novel
Jabal Qaf. In much of his fiction, bin Arafa explores the biographies and mystical perspectives
of prominent Islamic mystics, such as Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, deeply influenced by their thoughts
and philosophies. The titles of his novels, particularly Jabal Qaf, Bahr Noon, and Bilad Saad,
are structured around Quranic letters. Bin Arafa seeks to decode these letters, employing Ibn
Arabi's philosophy to elucidate them, allowing readers to sense the pervasive influence of Ibn
Arabi's spirit within his narratives. Jabal Qaf delves into the life of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, with
the title referring to one of the surahs in the Qur'an. Bin Arafa utilizes Ibn Arabi's philosophical
framework to contemplate the realms of existence and knowledge. Bahr Noon narrates the
voyages of Jonah through the sea of truths of the Atlantic island, exploring the concept of the
perfect human. The letter Noon in the title signifies a luminous character, deriving its
significance from the first verse of the surah Al-Qalam. Similarly, Bilad Sad recounts the life
and spiritual states of the great mystic Abu al-Hasan al-Shoshtri, drawing its title from a chapter
in the Holy Qur'an. Bin Arafa's literary works are replete with mystical and Sufi symbols, as
evident from their titles. Notably, the authors of Haser's essay highlight the prevalence of
numerical, alphabetical, and geometric symbols within his novels, which are characteristic of
mystic and Sufi thought. An essential aspect of bin Arafa's work is his reliance on Muhyiddin
Ibn Arabi's interpretations and methodologies for decoding these symbols.

2. Methodology

The present study aims to find answers to the following questions through a descriptive and
analytical reading of three works by Abd al-Ilah bin Arafa, namely Jabal Qaf, Bahr Noon, and
Bilad Sad, based on the thoughts and ideas of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi:

- How did Abd al-Ilah bin Arafa use letters, numbers, and shapes as Sufi symbols in the
aforementioned three novels?

- To what extent has Abd al-Ilah bin Arafa’s use of letters, numbers, and shapes in the studied
novels been influenced by the thoughts and ideas of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi?

3.Results

The study revealed that the symbolic employment in the three novels began with their titles. In
Jabal Qaf, the letter Qaf becomes a semiotic sign symbolizing Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi. Similarly,
in Bahr Noon, the letter Nun symbolizes the truth of the perfect human being and the continuity
of communication with the divine self. Bilad Sad symbolizes the land of the perfect human
being, realized through pure servitude, all in line with Ibn Arabi’s views on the unity of being.
The numbers six, seven, twelve, forty, and others are repeatedly referenced throughout the three
novels and are imbued with Sufi connotations related to the creation of the heavens and the
earth. The novelist deciphers these numbers based on Qur’anic verses from Ibn Arabi’s
perspective, employing the abjad calculation. The square and the circle are among the most
significant geometric shapes in Ibn Arafa’s trilogy. These shapes are used to symbolize the four
directions and the circular conception of existence from the viewpoint of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi.
This symbolic use of letters, numbers, and shapes underscores the profound influence of Ibn
Arabi’s views on the unity of existence on the novelist's works.

4. Conclusion

This study examines the use of letters, numbers, and shapes in the trilogy of Abd al-Ilah bin
Arafa (Jabal Qaf, Bahr Noon, and Bilad Sad) and concludes that these elements have acquired a
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mystical character among Sufis. They have been transformed into mystical symbols and special
codes with existential cognitive connotations. The Sufis, moving away from the superficial
appearance of letters, numbers, and shapes, sought to uncover their hidden meanings through
interpretation. They believed that the science of letters was the easiest way to attain knowledge
of metaphysical truths. Abd al-llah bin Arafa utilized these elements symbolically, in
accordance with the beliefs of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, allowing the reader to feel as though they
are engaging with the works of Ibn Arabi.
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	- ما القضايا الاجتماعية التي عكف عليها الكاتب؟
	- كيف تتجلّى رؤية العالم في القصة؟
	2. کلیات البحث
	2-1. البنيوية التكوينية عند غولدمان
	علم الاجتماع أو السوسيولوجيا؛ علم قد جعل الحياة الاجتماعية وأنماط السلوك الإنسانية محوراً لدراساته، فالحياة بناء وهو العلم الذي يهتم بمعرفة كل طبقاته وتأثيرها وكذلك تأثّرها. علم الاجتماع هو المركز الذي انشعبت منه علوم اجتماعية كعلم الاجتماع الاقتصادي،...
	ظهر كثيرٌ من النقاد الذين طوّروا علم الاجتماع ومناهجه ومن ضمنهم لوسيان غولدمان؛ الذي «شقّ طريقه للمساهمة الرئيسية في تأسيس علم اجتماع الأدب من خلال بلورة تيار ماركسي-بنيوي يؤكد تأثير الحياة الاجتماعية على الإبداع الأدبي بمنظور جدلي يتفادى الحتمية الآل...
	2-2. البنية الدالة
	البنية الدالة أو البنية الدلالية هي التي تسعفنا في فهم النصوص الأدبية وهي «المبدأ الأوّل في مسار التحليل البنيوي التكويني، كونها أشمل خطوات هذا المنهج، والمقولة الأساسية التي تتقصاها دراسته نحو استكشاف رؤية العالم» (الأمين بحري، 2015م: 146)، فالبنية ا...
	2-3. الفهم والتفسير
	إحدى العمليات التي يقوم بها منهج البنيوية التكوينية في النصوص الأدبية هي عملية الفهم والتفسير، فـ «تحليل الرواية ينبغي أن يتجه إلى بنية العمل الداخلية. وهو ما يطلق عليه اسم (الفهم). ثم ينتقل إلى المرحلة الثانية (التفسير) الذي يؤكد انتماء منهجه إلى سوس...
	2-4. الوعي الواقع
	الوعي الواقع أو ما يسمّى بالوعي القائم والوعي الفعلي؛ هو «الوعي الناتج بطبيعته عن الماضي كموروث بكل زخمه الحضاري، والثقافي، والتاريخي الذي جاء إلى الحاضر الذي يعيد فهمه وصياغته انطلاقاً من تلك المؤثرات والمعتقدات الراسخة في ذهن الجماعة الاجتماعية، الت...
	2-5.الوعي الممكن
	إنّ تطور الوعي الواقع ينتج الوعي الممكن؛ وهو الوعي الذي يطمح إلى التحوّل ويمنح حلولاً للطبقات الاجتماعية لمجابهة المشاكل والأزمات، فيصبح منصة إجلاء القوى الكامنة والإرادات المكبوتة في عمق المجتمع وكذلك عاملاً فعّالاً في الوصول إلى أماني الفئات الاجتما...
	2-6.رؤية العالم
	إنَّ آخر محطَّة تقف عندها البنيوية التكوينية أو بالأحرى المحطة الخاتمة للخطوات السابقة؛ هي رؤية العالم والتي لا تُنتج عن الوعي الفردي بل عن الوعي الجماعي. وإنَّ رؤية العالم هي «تلك المجموعة من التطلّعات والأحاسيس والأفكار التي تجمع أفراد فئة ما (وغالب...
	3. القصة العمانية
	أحد الفنون النثرية التي ظهرت في الأدب العربي الحديث وذلك أواخر القرن التاسع عشر وأوائل العشرين؛ هو فن القصة القصيرة الذي نشأ عن عوامل فنية وثقافية واجتماعية وسياسية. والقصة القصيرة هي «فن أدبي يُكتب بلغة نثرية مباشرة، أو تصويرية أو إيحائية للتعبير عن ...
	واجهت القصة القصيرة بعض العراقيل في شقّ طريقها إلى الأدب العماني ولم تلقَ اهتماماً من هذا الشعب كالاهتمام الذي لقاه الشعر؛ وذلك كان بسبب ظروف العصر ووغولهم في التراث واستهانتهم بها، فأدَّت هذه الأسباب إلى الانحدار في الأدب ولكن انتهى هذا الانحدار أعقا...
	4.نبذة عن قصة «أعبر سكك الحارة ونايي في جيبي»
	تروي لنا القصة أحداث حياة شاب في الثامنة عشرة من عمره والراوي هو ضمير المتكلم أو الشاب نفسه. يعيش هذا الشاب في قرية ما بين عائلة تعيش تحت سلطة الأب وعنفه. ذهب الشاب يوماً إلى أسفل التلة باحثاً عن مصدر صوتٍ سمعه وجرّه إلى هناك، فشاهد فتاة تدعى «ناديا» ...
	5. النقد البنيوي التكويني في قصة «أعبر سكك الحارة ونايي في جيبي»
	إنَّ لوسيان غولدمان يقسّم مراحل النقد البنيوي التكويني إلى مرحلتين وهما: مرحلة الفهم ومرحلة التفسير؛ فسبق وأشرنا إلى أنَّ مرحلة الفهم تتناول البنية الداخلية للنص الأدبي دون أن تضفي عليه شيئاً من خارجه وتسعى إلى الكشف عن بنية دالة، وأمّا مرحلة التفسير ...
	5-1. مرحلة الفهم
	في هذا المنحى نحاول أن نبيّن البنية الدالة وأن نقوم بتفكيك شخصيات القصة وكذلك البطل الإشكالي ووعي الشخصيات قبال المسائل الاجتماعية:
	5-1-1. البنية الدالة في القصة
	البنية الدالة هي الرابط الأساسي لأجزاء النص وعناصره وهي التي توصلنا إلى رؤية العالم وذلك لوجود علاقة متشابكة بينهما. وتنشأ هذه البنية عن ثيمة النص، ولكل عمل أدبي ثيمة تُستخرج من زواياه والثيمة هي مفهوم أعم من الموضوع و«إنَّها ما يقع بين السطور؛ تلك ال...
	5-1-2. شخصيات القصة
	الشخصية هي أساس القصة ومن أهم عناصرها، فدون الشخصية لا يمكن أن يكون للحدث وجود، «ومن المستحيل فصل تلك الشخصيات عن الحبكة ومجرد محاولة ذلك أمر غير مجدٍ مثل محاولة فصل الرقصة والراقصين في الباليه. تتكون الحبكة من شخصيات تكافح قوى الطبيعة أو ضد الجو المح...
	- شاب ذو ثماني عشرة سنة: إنّ الشخصية الرئيسة التي تدور حولها الأحداث في هذه القصة هي شخصية شاب في الثامنة عشرة من عمره، فلم يحدد الكاتب اسمه بل اكتفى بتحديد عمره وبعض الصفات التي ينسبها الشاب إلى نفسه: «بعد الآن سأعيش حياتي كما أحب. ثمانية عشر عاماً و...
	- ناديا: أحد أنواع  الشخصيات هي الشخصية الثانوية؛ وهي «التي لا يطرأ عليها تغيير أو تتغير في إطار الظروف المحيطة» (أندرسون إمبرت، 2000م: 339)، فإحدى الشخصيات الثانوية والمهمة التي برزت في القصة هي شخصية «ناديا» وهكذا عرّفت نفسها عندما سألها الشاب عن هو...
	- الأب: هو الشخصية التي ظهرت بعنفها تجاه الأولاد والزوجة: «وما إن تخطيتُ عتبة الباب لطمني صراخ أبي على أمي، كان صوته أشبه بشاحنة حفر، وصوت أمي مثل دجاجة تحت سكين ذبّاح» (المصدر نفسه، 21)، وكما يقول الراوي كان يحب خرافه أكثر من أبنائه، فالراوي لم يذكر ...
	- الأم: شخصية الأم في هذه القصة شخصية ثابتة ومسطحة ولم نسمع عنها كثيراً في أحداث القصة ولم يكن لها دور كبير في تطوير الأحداث.
	- الإخوة: ينعت الراوي إخوته بالجواميس حيث يقول: «يجب أن لا ينتبه لي إخوتي المتمددون حولي مثل الجواميس» (المصدر نفسه، 20)، فبدت شخصية الإخوة كـ «أنماط أو أشكال كاريكاتورية ومحركات ميكانيكية في إحدى الحلقات الهامشيية أو معوقات» (أندرسون إمبرت، 2000م: 340).
	-  الجار: شخصية الجار أيضاً لم يحدد اسمها كسائر الشخصيات وهي ترمز إلى الطبقة الاجتماعية التي تؤمن بالقصص الخرافية وتروّجها: «صارت الجنية حديث أهل القرية، أقسم جارنا أنّه شاهدها فوق نخلته تجلس وقد غطّت الأغصان بشعرها الأسود الطويل» (المخيني، 2018م: 22)...
	5-1-3. البطل الإشكالي
	شخصية البطل هي العنصر والمحرك الأساسي الذي ترتكز عليه الروايات والقصص، والبطل الإشكالي أو ما يسميه غولدمان بـ «البطل البروبلماتيك» (Problematic hero) هو الذي تجعله الحياة والقيم أمام مشاكل لا يمكن حلّها ولا يمكن له أن يستوعبها بشكل دقيق وهذه الصفة هي ...
	«وكنت أودّ أن أقف في وجه القرية، حيث الجميع ينتظرك أن تخطئ، أجرّب هذا الشعور، أن تخبرهم حقيقتك، تقول لهم من أنت وماذا لديك من دون أن تخشى شيئاً» (المخيني، 2018م: 23).
	نلاحظ سطوة العادات والتقاليد على القرية حيث جعلت الخوف يغلب على أبنائها حتى عند التكلّم عن نفسهم وعمّا يحبّون أن يقيموا به وسلبت منهم حرية التعبير، فأصبحت طبقة الشباب وميولهم مهمّشة في هذا المجتمع، المجتمع الذي يرغب في الاستماع إلى الأخطاء بدل التحفيز...
	أنا أهرب يا أهل بيتي، .... سأكتفي بالعزلة أمام البحر أو فوق رمل الصحراء، أبكي مع نايي لوحدي من دون أن تمسحوا دمعتي، وإذا تحقق حلمي، وأصبحت عازفاً معروفاً يتبادل الناس ألحاني في أقراص مرنة، وعبر هواتفهم المحمولة، لا تعترفوا بي، وإذا مت في منتصف رحلتي، ...
	فالبطل واصل حلمه في بيئة أخرى ولكنَّه لم يحاول إحداث تغيير في المجتمع الذي كان يعيش فيه سابقاً أو تغيير نظرته إلى تقدّم الشباب نحو مستقبل زاهر، فهو تبرأ من ذلك المجتمع ولم ينظر إلى وراءه، حيث يقول بأنَّه إذا تحقق حلمي لا تعترفوا بي، فهو كان عاجزاً عن ...
	5-1-4. الوعي الواقع والممكن عند الشخصيات
	الوعي الواقع هو إداراك الطبقات الاجتماعية لما تواجهه من مشاكل دون أن تتجاوزها أو تسعى لإيجاد حل لها، نلمح هذا الوعي عند الزوجة والإخوة الذين يواجهون عنف رب الأسرة وعسارته في التصرف معهم ولكنهم جامدون ولا يحاولون إيجاد حل لهذه المشكلة وتقبّلوا الأمر، و...
	«الآن أحملك في يدي، وحيدين، هاربين، شريدين، لا مأوى لنا سوى الليل وظلامه، وربما الفجر ونوره، نحمل أحلامنا، ونرمي مخاوفنا خلفنا كي يتعثّر بها أعداء حريتنا؛ لن أخشى شيئاً بعد الآن، أسوأ شيء حصل لي قد حصل في البيت بين أربعة جدران، لماذا قد أخاف من الشوار...
	فهو لم يتنازل عن تحقيق حلمه وحتى في ذروة خيبته كان يجد بصيص أمل. وغيّر مسير حياته التي كانت ستكون امتداداً لحياة أسرته أو لتلك الطبقة التي كانت تعيش في القرية:
	«في هذا البيت، سأصير معلِّماً يمسد لحيته كلما لاحت في باله فكرة، سأتزوّج فتاةً من البلدة تجيد صنع خبز الرخال مع البيض والعسل، وسأنجب أولاداً كثراً، مثلهم، لم يكن ليتغيّر شيء. لكنّني أدركت أنّه ثمّة أمنيات في الحياة تخرجك من صندوق البيت» (المصدر نفسه، ...
	فهو كان يحلم بحياة جديدة تختلف عن الحياة التي اعتاد رؤيتها في القرية حيث الكل كان يشبه بعضه وكانت حياتهم تمشي في مسار محدّد دون أي تغيير، فإنَّه قد سئم هذه الحياة التى كان يخشى مواجهة أناسها بحقيقته، وكما يظهر من العنوان «أعبر سكك الحارة ونايي في جيبي...
	«أحلام مشتركنا القادم خرجت من البيت ولم تعد!» (المصدر نفسه، 19).
	هنا نرى بأنَّ الرواي ترك البيت والقرية حاملاً حلمه إلى مدىً أبعد من تلك البيئة ومختلف عنها وعن كلّ ما تحمله من رؤى، ويأتي الكاتب بكلام مقدمة الحفل ويقول أنَّ أحلام المشترك خرجت ولم تعد، حيث قدّم الأحلام على الراوي ويدلّ هذا على أنَّ الأحلام أهمّ من كل...
	5-2.مرحلة التفسير
	إنَّ مرحلة التفسير هي المرحلة المكملة لمرحلة الفهم حيث لا يمكن الفصل بينهما، «فهما عمليتان متكاملتان بل هما في جوهرهما عملية واحدة تعمل على توضيح معنى النص ودلالته الكلية وربطها أو إيجاد الراوبط التي تربط هذا النص أو البنية الذهنية المشكلة لهذا النص ب...
	5-2-1.تحليل العوامل الثقافية والاجتماعية في القصة
	المخيني هو كاتب عماني وقد جعل مجتمعه وأفراده محوراً تدور حولها قصص مجموعته «الهروب من البيت»، فهو الفرد الذي ينتمي إلى هذه الجماعة ولا يرى نفسه خارج هذا الإطار، وعند قراءة قصة «أعبر سكك الحارة ونايي في جيبي» نلاحظ أنَّ الكاتب لم يحدد اسماء الشخصيات إل...
	5-2-1-1. العادات والتقاليد الاجتماعية
	تلعب العادات والتقاليد الاجتماعية دوراً هاماً في بناء المجتمع، وتختلف هذه التقاليد حسب البيئات، فهناك تقاليد لها طابع إيجابي وأخرى لها طابع سلبي، وإنّ العادات «والبنى والأطر العقلية القديمة التي تستمر قائمة في وعي معظم الناس، تحول بينهم وبين إدراك الو...
	«أمام الملأ يوم العيد، وقفت على منبر القرية، أخرجت الناي من جيبي، نفخت فيه، سرى صوته الشجي مع نسمات الريح، سمعه كل من في القرية، ولم أشعر إلّا وإخوتي يحكمون القبض عليّ، جروني إلى البيت، اقترب أبي، بصق في وجهي، هل انفطر قلبه كما ينفطر كلما سُحب خروف من...
	هنا نلاحظ معارضة أهل القرية ولا سيّما الأب للعزف ولسماع الآلات الموسيقية، وتمثّل شخصية الأب تلك الطبقة التي ترسّخ في ذهنها أنّ هذه الأمور تنافي الدين وتعاليمه أو تنافي عادات المجتمع. ولهذه الأفكار والمعتقدات تأثير في أبناء الأسرة ومعاملتهم لأخيهم حيث ...
	«أردت وبكل ما للرغبة من قوة أن أسمعهم صوت الناي يوم العيد بدلاً من طلقات «التفق»، وفعلتها كي لا يضيعني الخوف» (المصدر نفسه، 23).
	في هذه السطور يشير إلى طلقات البنادق في يوم العيد؛ الطلقات التي تخرق أذان الناس ولاسيما الأطفال وترعبهم، فالراوي يريد أن يغير هذه العادات بشيء أفضل وألطف وهو عزف الناي، فجعل الخوف جانباً وقام بالعزف أمام الناس، «فالعادات والتقاليد الاجتماعية هي ممارسا...
	5-2-1-2. العنف الأسري
	القضية الأخرى التي نلمسها من باطن القصة هي قضية العنف الأسري؛ وهي التي كانت ومازالت محط اهتمام المجتمعات البشرية ومع كل هذا التقدّم الذي شهدته الشعوب فإنّنا ما زلنا نواجه هكذا قضايا إلى هذا العصر، «إنّ العنف الأسري يشكل خطورة كبيرة على حياة الفرد والم...
	«أحياناً... يكون البيت حيث توجد العصا التي جلدت ظهرك، أو حيث جفت دمعتك على طرف ستارة، أو حيث شُلّت أحلامك بكلمة واحدة...» (المخيني، 2018م: 24).
	فعنف رب الأسرة للأبناء سبّب للراوي الشعور بالخوف من المكوث في البيت، البيت الذي من المفترض أن يكون مصدر أمن وملجأً لمن يعيش تحت سقفه. ظهر العنف في القصة بعدة أنواع كالعنف اللفظي والبدني والنفسي، فعنف الأب لم يكن ضد الأبناء فقط بل كان ضد الزوجة كذلك:
	«لطمني صراخ أبي على أمي، كان أشبه بشاحنة حفر، وصوت أمي مثل دجاجة تحت سكين ذباح، نسيت أمي حفظ الخبز اليابس كي يطعم به أبي خرافه التي يحبها أكثر مما يحبنا نحن» (المصدر نفسه، 21).
	الأب هنا يعطف على الحيوان أكثر مما يعطف على زوجته وأولاده. وإنَّ للعنف دوافع عديدة منها: الدوافع الذاتية، والفقر وضيق العيش، والتصورات الحضارية، والقيم الثقافية والمعايير الاجتماعية، و... وأغلبها «تجري تحت ستار التربية والتأديب، والقيام بالمسؤولية في ...
	5-2-1-3. المعتقدات الخرافية
	يُظهر لنا القاص في القصة معتقدات الطبقة الاجتماعية القروية، وهي معتقدات منحدرة من الخرافات و«إذا عرّفنا الخرافة بأنّها الأفكار والممارسات والعادات التي لا تستند إلى أي تبرير عقلي ولا تخضع لأي مفهوم علمي سواء من حيث النظرية أو التطبيق، فإنَّ الذهنية ال...
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