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From the Heideggerian philosophical perspective, the world is not merely a
collection of things or conventional relations; rather, it is essentially and
continually connected, at a deeper level, to the question of Being. The world
itself is a mode of Being, and the task of authentic philosophy is to serve as
an ontology (science of Being) of this world. On the other hand, when we
turn to contemporary literature and poetry, we find that one of the main
characteristics of current poetry is its engagement with the world, its
phenomena and elements, as well as the relations dominating it, from this
very perspective. In modern Arabic literature, the poetry of Adonis
undoubtedly represents one of the most prominent embodiments of this
approach. Adonis is a poet-philosopher, or a philosopher-poet, who invests
the latent energy of language to delineate an epistemic vision of Being, to the
extent that it can be said that his central poetic preoccupation is the question
of existence itself. In this article, focusing on the concept of the "worldhood
of the world" and tracing a limited number of examples in his new poetry
collection, Adoniada, we seek to provide a reading that reveals this
ontological presence. The methodology of this research is descriptive-
analytical, and the findings indicate that Adonis sometimes works in
harmony with Heidegger's ontological insights in creating the text within the
space of language, while at other times, as a creative poet, he offers a more
progressive and even divergent vision in analyzing certain themes. He invests
the potentials of poetry, and it is natural that poetry, as a self-standing being,
should have a broader and more essential relationship with addressing
ontological issues.
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1. Introduction

The relationship between poetry and philosophy has long been a site of profound intellectual
exchange. While some philosophers since antiquity have dismissed poets, others—most notably
Martin Heidegger—have turned to poetry as the privileged space where Being discloses itself. In
modern Arabic poetry, Adonis stands as one of the most significant figures embodying this
intersection. A poet-philosopher and philosopher-poet, Adonis has forged a distinctive poetic
language that grants each word a philosophical and universal identity, treating language not merely
as a medium of expression but as the very house of Being. His ontological approach to the
phenomena of the world and their representation in language has made his poetry a rich corpus for
philosophical and existential readings. Adonis’s intellectual formation draws broadly from Western
philosophical thought—Heraclitus, Nietzsche, and Heidegger—alongside Eastern intellectual
traditions. His most recent poetic work, Adoniada (2022), represents a culmination of this trajectory.
Within the framework of Heidegger’s concept of the worldhood of the world as articulated in Being
and Time and supplemented by his later writings, the present study seeks to uncover how the
ontological dimensions of Adonis’s poetic vision are reconstructed in Adoniada. The study argues
that Adonis sometimes works in harmony with Heidegger’s ontological insights in creating the text
within the space of language, while at other times, as a creative poet, he offers a more progressive
and even divergent vision in analyzing certain themes. He invests the potentials of poetry, and it is
natural that poetry, as a self-standing being, should have a broader and more essential relationship
with addressing ontological issues.

2. Methodology

Based on the aforementioned theoretical framework, the present study adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach with an applied-interpretive orientation. It focuses on uncovering the ontological
structures of Adonis’s poetic language and analyzing their philosophical patterns by addressing two
central questions: How is the relationship between Heideggerian worldhood of the world and
Adonis’s poetry determined and articulated? And what are the distinctive characteristics of Adoniada
in representing Adonis’s philosophical orientations?

The corpus consists of the complete diwan Adoniada. The sample is purposive, selected according to
two criteria: the density of ontological signification and the connection to one of four theoretical
axes derived from Heidegger’s thought: world-drawing, generalization, reference, and the tool.
Accordingly, the following poems were selected: London for the axis of generalization, the twentieth
poem for the axis of reference, “Da Da Da” for the axis of the tool, and poems from the opening of
the diwan for the axis of world-drawing. Each sample is analyzed on three levels: linguistic-pictorial,
semantic-referential, and ontological. Heideggerian concepts are not treated as ready-made templates
but as an interpretive horizon. The study follows a graduated sequence: an exploratory reading of the
diwan, construction of the theoretical framework from Being and Time, selection of samples,
analysis, and comparison of findings with Heideggerian concepts. The study is limited to four axes,
while temporality, historicity, and comparison with other Arab poets remain avenues for future
research.

3. Results
The findings reveal that the ontological structure of Adoniada is organized around four major
Heideggerian axes, each manifesting a distinct mode of worldhood. In the first axis—world-

drawing—Adonis reconstructs the world not as a mere aggregate of objects but as an existential
space in which the human being is embedded. The opening poems depict the world as a horizon of
disclosure, where language functions as the primary mode of bringing beings into presence. This
aligns with Heidegger’s conception of the world as an existential structure of Being-in-the-world.
The poet’s direct questions about “the path,” “the beginning,” “arrival,” “the bridge,” “saying,” and
“doing” reflect the very elements that constitute the worldhood of the world: tools, ends, and the
language that shapes our world. Yet Adonis declares that all these structures are in a state of
collapse. In the second axis—generalization—the poem London exemplifies how Adonis critiques
the dominance of the They. London becomes a symbol of an organized world governed by the logic

of generalization, where authenticity is lost in repetition and consumption. The poet places himself
in a position of questioning, seeking to break through the crust of generalization and reach an
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authentic understanding. His final question about Odysseus represents the peak of the search for an
authentic life in a world defined by limits and possibilities, culminating in a tragic but authentic
acceptance of responsibility. This is what Heidegger describes as Being-toward-death in its authentic
sense—living with awareness of limits and responsibility for one’s own choices. In the third axis—

reference—the twentieth poem demonstrates how the referential system of the world has collapsed.
The moral referential system is inverted: Cain is presented as Abel and Abel as Cain, revealing how
the symbolic and ethical order can depict the killer as victim. Humans are reduced to mere objects,
even “food” for one another—the pinnacle of alienation in a diseased referential system. The body
itself becomes a stranger, separated from the self. Adonis rejects the sanctity of any fixed reference
and opens new referential horizons. The sign and reference sometimes correspond to Heideggerian
worldhood, while at other times they rebel against the logic of language and the structure of the
literary text. In the fourth axis—the tool—Da Da Da” interrogates the human being’s relationship

with the things of the world. Tools such as words, ink, books, silk, iron, coffee, the river, the ship,
and even cities function as referential networks that confer meaning. However, in the modern world,
tools no longer serve authentic projects; time becomes a tool of destruction, the book becomes a
negative tool, and technology becomes a framework of domination. Yet Adonis does not abandon
the tool; he radically redefines it through poetic language. Poetry itself becomes a counter-tool, and
language transforms from a means into a mode of Being—from readiness-to-hand to creative Being.
The concept of the tool thus shifts from Being-under-hand to creative Being, from use to creation.

The interweaving of these four axes reveals a transformative path in Adoniada: world of prison,
world of ruin, world of metaphor, world of creation. Poetic discourse thus acquires a distinct
ontological density, as language emerges not merely as a means of expression but as a generative
cognitive system that contributes to the construction of meaning and the shaping of existential
experience.

4.Conclusion

Accordingly, the study demonstrates that Adonis’s engagement with Heideggerian concepts in
Adoniada is not a mechanical application but a poetic rewriting. While Heidegger remains within the
horizon of Being-in-the-world, Adonis transcends it toward a more encompassing and enigmatic
cosmic Being, making language a creative force rather than merely a house of Being. Adoniada can
be read as a poetic space that redefines the relationship between the human being, the world, and the
tool, revealing both partial consonance and essential divergence between the poet and the
philosopher—consonance in diagnosing the crisis, divergence in the solution. The study proposes the
concept of poetic creation of the world instead of application or reflection; Adoniada is not a mirror
of Heidegger’s philosophy but a poetic laboratory for reinventing the world. The study is limited to
four axes, while temporality, historicity, and comparison with other Arab poets remain avenues for
future research.

5.Following Studies

Previous studies have addressed Adonis’s philosophical and ontological dimensions. Some have
examined Adoniada as an epic project that positions the diwan within the Homeric and Virgilian
tradition while breaking new ground. Others have explored its existential questions, the absence of
certainty, and the impossible return to the first place, arguing that Adonis attempts to rebuild the
ruined world upon the ruins of the soul. Further studies have analyzed the duality of self and world,
the symbolic return to Damascus and Beirut, and the poet as myth. They note that Adoniada crosses
boundaries between history and philosophy, love and poetry, mathematics and astronomy. However,
none of these studies focuses specifically on Heidegger’s “worldhood of the world.” The present
study fills this gap by offering the first research analysis of Adoniada in light of this concept,
demonstrating how Adonis both aligns with and transcends Heideggerian ontology through a poetic
rewriting of the world..
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This study offers a comparative analysis of Badr Shakir al-Sayyab’s poetry,
examining two classical poems, “I Have Broken a Bond” and “Hurricanes,”
alongside two free-verse poems, “A Poem to Revolutionary Iraq” and “A
City without Rain.” Drawing on Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), the
study investigates how poetic form contributes to the representation of
social and human issues and reflects cultural and political transformations.
The analysis focuses on linguistic structures, lexical choices, and
metaphorical imagery across three interconnected levels: textual practice,
discursive practice, and social practice.The findings show that the classical
form, despite its symbolic richness, rhetorical force, and epic qualities, is
shaped by metrical and rhyming constraints that may limit the direct
representation of concrete lived experiences, particularly in contexts of
social crisis. Free verse, by contrast, provides greater structural and
linguistic flexibility through variations in line length, rhythm, and lexical
choices. This flexibility enables al-Sayyab to represent everyday life,
human suffering, social crises, and collective experiences in more concrete,
dynamic, and multilayered ways. His use of natural and social imagery also
contributes to the representation of broader issues such as corruption,
economic hardship, drought, and political change.The study argues that al-
Sayyab’s transition from classical poetry to free verse was not merely an
aesthetic transformation but was closely connected to broader social and
historical changes. Free verse provided him with expressive resources that
enabled him to engage more directly with social realities, articulate human
suffering, and develop a more effective mode of social critique.
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1. Introduction

The mid-twentieth century witnessed severe socio-political turbulence in the Arab world,
specifically in Iraq, fueled by anti-colonial movements, rapid urbanization, and acute class friction.
Traditional Arabic poetry (Qasidah), governed by monorhyme (Qafiyah) and rigid symmetrical
meters, proved inadequate for articulating the fragmented, contradictory, and urgent realities of
modern society. Within this historical rupture, the Free Verse (a/-Shi r al-Hurr) movement emerged,
pioneered by Badr Shakir al-Sayyab. While the formalist and stylistic innovations of Al-Sayyab have
been widely investigated, the organic dialectic linking poetic-metric form to ideology, power
relations, and socio-discursive shifts remains under-theorized. This study examines how Al-Sayyab’s
formal transition mediated underlying social transformations and reconfigured the discursive
representation of subaltern struggles.

2. Methodology

The research adopts Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
framework:

1.Textual Dimension (Description): Statistical and qualitative examination of morphosyntactic
features (verbal tense and aspect), lexical choice, and prosodic architectures.

2.Discursive Practice Dimension (Interpretation): Investigation of textual production and reception
processes, focusing on the shifting persona of the speaker.

3.Social Practice Dimension (Explanation): Situate linguistic-formal patterns within the broader
historical matrix of 1950s Iraq, marked by British imperial hegemony, peasant oppression, and
revolutionary unrest.

The corpus was selected purposively from Al-Sayyab’s Complete Works (2005 documentary
edition), contrasting two thematic pairs to isolate the formal variable:

3.Revolutionary/Exhortative Discourse: The classical ode «Hattamtu Qaydan min Quyudy» vs. the
free-verse poem «Qasidah ila al-Iraq al-Tha’iry.

4.Discourse of Crisis and Social Injustice: The classical ode «4’asir» vs. the free-verse poem
«Madinah bila Matar».

3. Results

Textual and quantitative analysis revealed stark structural divergence:

-Verbal Aspect and Tense: Classical poems exhibited a heavy dominance of past-tense and
imperative forms, accounting for 65%65\%65% of verbal structures (111111 past/imperative verbs
vs. 666 present-tense verbs; e.g., hararrtu, raqaytu, i’sifi, thuri). Conversely, free-verse
compositions demonstrated an overwhelming prevalence of present-tense and imperfective verbs,
reaching 73%73\%73% (191919 out of 262626 identified verbs; e.g., sayadhubu, tatfahu, tu’arrigu,
yaghidu, nadhbulu, nahimu).

-Lexical and Sensory Choices: The classical corpus relied on abstract, grandiloquent tropes (absolute
freedom, mythical tyrants, eternal martyrdom). Free verse favored tangible, visceral, and subaltern
imagery rooted in immediate material deprivation (parched alleys, clay braziers, dry reed throats,
empty rooms, and bodily hunger).

4. Discussion

At the discursive and social levels, these linguistic choices reflect fundamental shifts in ideology and
power relations:

-The preponderance of past and imperative verbs in classical forms projects categorical finality and
oratorical didacticism, positioning the poet as a transcendent, authoritative vanguard instructing the
masses. In contrast, the present tense in free verse enacts an unfinalized temporal ongoingness,
foregrounding lived crisis and continuous collective struggle.

-By emancipating the poetic line from the rigid, self-contained distich (Bayt), the free-verse structure
dismantled the hierarchical distance between the elite intellectual and the subaltern. The pervasive
use of the inclusive first-person plural (“we wander” / nahimu, “we await” / nantaziru) embeds the
poetic persona within communal vulnerability. Furthermore, metric plasticity enabled the seamless
synthesis of ancient myth (Tammuz, Ishtar) with concrete anti-feudal and anti-imperial resistance.

5. Conclusion

Al-Sayyab’s formal rupture from classical prosody to free verse was not merely an aesthetic or
formalist experimentation, but a structural imperative driven by socio-historical transformations. The
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monorhyme ode, by virtue of its symmetrical rigidity, inherently reinforced a totalizing, monologic,
and abstract discourse. In contrast, the spatial and rhythmic elasticity of free verse democratized
poetic discourse, creating a polyphonic, realistic, and counter-hegemonic medium capable of
exposing institutional domination and articulating the visceral suffering of marginalized
communities in modern Iraq.
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The conceptual metaphor of time is one of the most prominent cognitive
mechanisms through which abstract concepts are reconstructed within
tangible linguistic structures. Time, as an immaterial concept, is not directly
perceived through the senses; rather, it is cognitively reconstructed through
conceptual mappings grounded in concrete experiential domains, conferring
upon it an existential character that can be imagined and engaged with. Based
on this framework, and given the remarkable density of conceptual
metaphors of time in Nazik al-Malaika's poem "Marthiyyat Yawm Tafih,"
this study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach. It examines the mapping
structure of these metaphors and their cognitive patterns, addressing two
central questions: How is time reconstructed through conceptual metaphors
in this poem? And what cognitive and existential functions do these
metaphors perform within poetic discourse?The findings reveal that the
metaphorical structure of time is organized around three major cognitive
schemas: time as an object, time as a place, and time as a direction. In the
first schema, time is represented as a limited resource that can be lost, saved,
or invested, placing it within a logic of possession and loss. In the second
schema, time appears as a symbolic spatial domain within which the poetic
self moves, reorganizing events and experiences at the level of emotional
perception. In the third schema, time is depicted as a flowing dynamic
direction or path that cannot be resisted, reflecting a dimension of existential
determinism.The interweaving of these metaphorical structures leads to a

reconstruction of time within the poetic text. Time ceases to function merely
as a chronological framework for organizing events and instead becomes an
active entity that occupies a position and exerts direct influence on the
formation of the self's identity and the trajectory of its destiny. Accordingly,
poetic discourse acquires a distinct ontological density, as language emerges
not merely as a means of expression but as a generative cognitive system that
contributes to the construction of meaning and the shaping of the horizon of
existential experience.
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1. Introduction

The conceptual metaphor of time is regarded as one of the most prominent cognitive mechanisms
through which abstract concepts are reconstructed within tangible linguistic structures that mirror
human experience. In this sense, language functions as a philosophical tool for generating meaning
and intensifying emotion. Time, as an immaterial concept, is not directly perceived through the
senses; rather, it is cognitively reconstructed through conceptual mappings grounded in concrete
experiential domains, which confer upon it an existential character that can be imagined and engaged
with. The poem “Marthiyyat Yawm Tafih” (Elegy of a Trivial Day) by the Iraqi poet Nazik
al-Malaika stands out for its remarkable density of conceptual metaphors of time, making it a rich
corpus for cognitive-poetic analysis. Within the framework of Lakoff and Johnson’s conceptual
metaphor theory, the present study seeks to uncover how the abstract concept of time is cognitively
reconstructed in this poem and what existential and cognitive functions these metaphorical structures
perform within the structure of poetic discourse.

2.Methodology:

Based on the aforementioned theoretical framework, the present study adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach. It focuses on uncovering the mapping structure of these metaphors and
analyzing their cognitive patterns by addressing two central questions: How is the concept of time
reconstructed through conceptual metaphors in this poem? And what cognitive and existential
functions do these metaphors perform within the structure of poetic discourse? The analysis is
conducted within the framework of Lakoff and Johnson’s conceptual metaphor theory, examining
the source domains, target domains, and the mapping components that structure the
conceptualization of time in the poem.

3. Results:

The findings reveal that the metaphorical structure of time in the poem is organized around three
major cognitive schemas: time as an object, time as a place, and time as a direction.In the first

schema, time is represented as a limited resource that can be lost, saved, or invested, thereby
attributing to it a sense of objecthood and placing it within a logic of possession and loss. In the
second schema, time appears as a symbolic spatial domain within which the poetic self moves,
reorganizing events and experiences at the level of emotional perception. In the third schema, time is
depicted as a flowing dynamic direction or path that cannot be resisted, reflecting a dimension of
existential determinism that frames the human experience in the world.The interweaving of these

metaphorical structures leads to a reconstruction of the concept of time within the poetic text. Time
thus ceases to function merely as a chronological framework for organizing events and instead
becomes an active entity that occupies a position and exerts a direct influence on the formation of
the self’s identity and the trajectory of its destiny.

4, Conclusion:

Accordingly, poetic discourse acquires a distinct ontological density, as language emerges not
merely as a means of expression but as a generative cognitive system that contributes to the
construction of meaning and the shaping of the horizon of existential experience. The study
demonstrates that Nazik al-Malaika’s employment of conceptual metaphors of time is not a
decorative rhetorical device but a deep cognitive mechanism that reconstructs the poet’s existential
perception of time, transforming it into an active, influential entity within the poetic world.

5. following studies:

In the context of exploring metaphorical concepts and temporal structures in language and literature,
many studies have focused on analyzing the cognitive, narrative, and philosophical dimensions of
conceptual metaphors, aiming to understand the mechanisms of their representation and formation
within various literary and linguistic discourses, particularly with regard to how time is perceived
and represented through the systems of conceptual metaphor. Time is regarded as one of the most
abstract concepts in human experience, which drives language to evoke more embodied perceptual
domains—such as space, movement, and path—to depict and comprehend it. Within this framework,
comparative studies are concerned with analyzing the manifestations of the conceptual metaphor of
time in diverse literary texts, in order to uncover the cultural and cognitive patterns of thinking
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underlying them, as well as the similarities and differences in the representation of time among
writers and poets in different historical and cultural contexts. Among these studies:

Zainab Fayyazi et al. (1401 SH/2022) in a study entitled “Conceptualizing the Systematic Mapping
of Correspondences from the Source Domain to the Target Domain in the Conceptual Metaphor
‘The Hereafter is a Race’ in the Holy Quran” concluded that the Holy Quran employs the tool of
conceptual metaphor to present abstract, imperceptible metaphysical concepts—such as the
transcendent concept of the afterlife—in tangible language and within experiential frameworks close
to human perception. Moreover, studying conceptual metaphors in the Quran within the framework
of cognitive linguistics not only represents an approach to understanding Quranic metaphysical
concepts—such as “the Hereafter”—in the form of experiential concepts like “race,” but also serves
as a means to reach deeper layers of meaning in the verses that address this metaphysical concept.
Furthermore, evoking the imperceptible concept of the Hereafter in the mind through the transparent
image of a race opens new horizons of interconnected Quranic knowledge for recipients seeking a
more embodied understanding of the eternal abode. This study is based on Lakoff and Johnson’s
theory of conceptual metaphor, addressing the concept of “the Hereafter” as a target domain within
the structure of the well-known concept of “race” as a source domain, and—from a quantitative
perspective—represents this metaphorical mapping in the form of schematic diagrams illustrating
the relations of correspondence.

Matin Nahavandi and Arsalan Golfam (1401 SH/2022) in their article “The Effect of Multi-Modal
Conceptual Metaphors on Improving English Reading and Writing Skills” investigate the issue that
conceptual metaphors have a wide presence in our daily lives and therefore occupy a distinguished
position within the framework of cognitive linguistics. Many researchers have emphasized the
importance of metaphors in the process of language learning. Language learners face multiple
challenges when encountering metaphorical expressions in the target language, and given the dense
presence of metaphors in various discursive contexts, they cannot be ignored in the teaching process.
Accordingly, this study examines the effect of teaching multi-modal conceptual metaphors on
improving reading and writing skills in English as a foreign language among Persian-speaking
Iranian learners.
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1. E. Kant.

2. Ubiquitous.
3. sense of time.
4. isomorphic.
5. linear.

6. cyclic.

7. spirial.

8. Conceptual Metaphor Theory.

9. Metaphors we Live by.

10. A Contemporary Theory of Metaphor.
11. conceptual system.
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1. Mapping.

2. systematic metaphorical correspondences.
3. metaphor.

4. conceptual metaphor.
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3. Time as an object.
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1. Mapping Components.
2. Source Domain.
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1. Target Domain.
2. Time as a place.
3. conceptual schema.
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Two distinct intellectual traditions-existential psychology and Islamic
philosophy-examine human beings and their existential concerns from
different perspectives. Comparing these two approaches in the context of
existential concerns enables a deeper understanding of fundamental
concepts such as death, freedom, loneliness, and meaninglessness. Such a
comparison contributes to an interdisciplinary and multicultural
understanding of human nature and existence. It is not merely a step toward
civilizational dialogue but also contributes to the development of local
knowledge and to a critical examination of modernity. This study employs a
descriptive-analytical method with a comparative approach and is grounded
in two anthropological worldviews: one secular, represented by Irvin D.
Yalom, and the other theistic, represented by Allameh Mohammad-Taqi
Ja'fari. It analyzes the existential concerns experienced by Muhyiddin Ibn
‘Arabi, the main character in the novel “The Little Death”, and explores
how he confronts them. The findings reveal that both thinkers regard
existential concerns as fundamental issues; however, their epistemological
foundations differ significantly: while Yalom is rooted in Western
existentialism and searches for meaning within the individual, Ja'fari
emphasizes divine values and transcendent sources of meaning. Yalom
views death and loneliness as inevitable yet potentially motivating forces,
whereas Ja'fari sees them as opportunities for spiritual elevation. The novel
“The Little Death” presents these concepts within a narrative framework,
beginning with themes that can be interpreted through Yalom’s perspective
and gradually moving toward an Islamic mystical dimension. The novel is
not merely a philosophical or mystical narrative; rather, it reflects the crisis
of meaning and humanity’s efforts to overcome existential anxiety through
the pursuit of liberation and self-transcendence. Ultimately, it invites
readers to reflect on their own existential condition.
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1 .Introduction

This study examines two distinct schools of thought - existential psychology and Islamic
philosophy - that analyze the human being and existential concerns from different perspectives.
Comparing these two currents in the context of existential concerns allows for a deeper
understanding of fundamental concepts such as death, freedom, isolation, and meaninglessness,
and contributes to an interdisciplinary and cross-cultural understanding of human nature. This
comparison is not only a step toward civilizational dialogue, but also contributes to the
development of local knowledge and the critique of modernity.The study adopts a descriptive-

analytical method with a comparative approach and draws on two anthropological visions: a
secular one represented by Irvin Yalom, and a divine one represented by Allameh Jafari, in
order to analyze the existential concerns experienced by Ibn Arabi, the protagonist of the novel
"The Little Death," and to reveal how he confronts them.The findings show that both thinkers

regard existential concerns as fundamental issues, though their epistemological starting points
differ: while Yalom draws on Western existentialism and searches for meaning within the
individual, Jafari emphasizes divine values and transcendent sources of meaning. Yalom
considers death and isolation inevitable yet potentially motivating, whereas Jafari sees in them
the possibility of spiritual transcendence.

Research Questions:What are the similarities and differences between Irvin Yalom's existential

approach and Allameh Jafari's philosophical vision in interpreting existential concepts? How
does the protagonist of "The Little Death" deal with these concepts?
2 .Methodology

The research method in this article is comparative analysis. The researcher compares two
different visions of existential concerns:

*A Western secular vision represented by Irvin Yalom, focusing on human experience in the
absence of metaphysical faith.

*A divine Islamic vision represented by Allameh Mohammad Tagi Jafari, grounded in a
religious and philosophical framework based on monotheism (Tawhid).

This comparative analysis is applied to the character of Muhyi al-Din Ibn Arabi in the novel
"The Little Death,"” to reveal how he confronts these major existential concerns - death,
freedom, isolation, and meaninglessness.

Theoretical Framework:

The study first outlines the conceptual structure of Yalom's theory, in which "existential
anxiety" occupies the center, and from which four existential concerns systematically emerge:
death, freedom, isolation, and absurdity/meaninglessness. Each of these concerns is explained
separately, followed by Allameh Jafari's perspective, and then a comparative applied analysis
between the two thinkers in each domain, with evidence from the novel "The Little Death".

3 Results

The comparison between Irvin Yalom's and Allameh Jafari's visions indicates that both start
from the same concern with fundamental existential issues - death, freedom, isolation, and
meaning - but their radical differences in epistemological and ontological starting points lead to
divergent results in interpreting these concerns and the mechanisms for dealing with them.
*Yalom starts from a secular background that views the human being as thrown into a world
devoid of preordained purposes. This reflects his view of freedom as a permanent source of
anxiety and of meaning as a purely individual project.

«Jafari, influenced by transcendent wisdom (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya) and the theory of innate
nature (fitra), links freedom to existential transcendence and meaning to connection with
transcendent realities. This makes existential anxiety, in his view, a symptom of separation from
the Origin rather than an inherent characteristic of human existence.
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This conceptual divergence produces a dual effect:

1.The Yalomian model reinforces self-awareness and acceptance of isolation as destiny.
2.The Jafari model seeks to transcend that isolation through knowledge and mysticism,
transforming it from a dilemma into a means of connection with Absolute Truth.

The novel "The Little Death” demonstrates how the fictional character (Ibn Arabi) embodies
this tension between the two models: it begins with an anxious internal confrontation similar to
what Yalom describes as existential anxiety, but ends in a cognitive-spiritual path closer to
Jafari's conception of the "reasonable life". The protagonist's transition from fragmentation to

existential unity, and from questioning to understanding, cannot be explained solely within
Yalom's framework; it requires a broader ontological horizon that accommodates the innate and
integrative dimension of the human being.

4 Conclusion

The novel "The Little Death™ is not merely a presentation of an existential crisis; it functions as
a narrative laboratory for testing the validity of different philosophical and psychological
visions. Through this analysis, it becomes clear that the mystical horizon as proposed by Jafari
does not eliminate the crisis but reinterprets it within an integrative path that offers the
possibility of salvation - something the Yalomian model, based on the dilemma of subjective
meaning, lacks. Therefore, this study contributes to opening a new horizon for understanding the

interweaving of psychology, philosophy, and literature within an integrative perspective that
transcends conceptual reductions.

Key findings:Both thinkers consider existential concerns fundamental, but their epistemological
starting points differ.Yalom sees death and isolation as inevitable yet motivating; Jafari sees
them as capable of spiritual transcendence.The novel reflects the crisis of meaning and
humanity's efforts to transcend existential anxiety toward liberation.The Yalomian secular-

humanist model fails to provide a final solution to the meaning crisis, while the Islamic-mystical
model offers a path toward integration and inner peace.

5 Following Studies

Based on the review of previous studies, no independent research has yet been conducted on
analyzing the search for meaning in the novel "The Little Death" based on the theories of Irvin
Yalom and Allameh Jafari. This makes the present study an innovative and unique work that
can offer an interdisciplinary approach in the fields of psychology and Islamic philosophy.

Suggestions for future studies:Comparative analysis of other novels by Muhammad Hassan
Alwan using existential psychology frameworks.Application of Yalom's four existential
concerns to other mystical or philosophical literary works.Comparative study of Allameh Jafari's

philosophical views with other Western existential psychologists (Viktor Frankl, Rollo
May).Interdisciplinary research combining Islamic mysticism, existential psychology, and

literary criticism.Study of the role of gender and feminine symbols in the spiritual journey of Ibn
Arabi in "The Little Death".Comparative analysis of the concept of "meaning" in Islamic
philosophy and Western existentialism.Psychological analysis of the protagonist's defense
mechanisms in contemporary Arabic novels.Cross-cultural study of existential concerns in
Arabic and Persian mystical literature.
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Article Info Abstract

Avrticle Type: Within contemporary discourse analysis, Teun A. van Dijk’s socio-cognitive
Research Article model-particularly his formulation of Context Models-offers a rigorous
explanatory framework for how discourse participants construct, interpret,
and regulate meaning. By integrating episodic mental models with socially

Article History: shared representations, this paradigm positions the literary author as an

active, situated participant whose semantic memory structures textual
Received: production. While standard content-oriented analyses of Abdul Khaliq al-
21, August, 2025 Rikabi’s novel Ma Lam Tamassahu al-Nar [Untouched by Fire] tend to
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1. Introduction

While conventional Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) in Arabic literary studies has frequently
mapped linguistic properties directly onto socio-political conditions, it has largely bypassed the
mediating cognitive dimension-most notably the author’s semantic memory and situational mental
models as theorized by Teun A. van Dijk. The present inquiry bridges this theoretical gap by
articulating Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive paradigm alongside Friedrich Nietzsche’s philosophical
framework, incorporating the construct of the Ubermensch, the three metamorphoses of the spirit,
the will to power, and the critique of institutional dogmatism.The empirical foundation of this study
is Abdul Khaliq al-Rikabi’s Iraqi novel Ma Lam Tamassahu al-Nar (2016). Unfolding through the
recovered black notebook of Nadeem Iskandar Bak-a marginalized youth institutionalized within the
Al-Shama’iyyah psychiatric hospital-the text registers the prolonged trauma of post-1991 warfare
and institutional dissolution in Irag. Accordingly, the central research problem investigates how the
author’s philosophical memory organizes the discourse on man and wisdom, translating cognitive
perceptions of domination and alienation into systematic textual strategies.

2. Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical design structured around Van Dijk’s tripartite
model spanning the textual, cognitive, and social planes. At the micro-linguistic level, the analysis
examines conceptual metaphors, presuppositional structures, syntactic patterns, evaluative
polarizations, and speech acts across purposively selected narrative exchanges that foreground
Nadeem’s struggle against paternal authority. At the cognitive interface, the inquiry reconstructs the
author’s situational mental models by tracing intertextual dialogues with Dostoevskian themes of
existential defiance against patriarchal tyranny, as well as Ibn Arabi’s ontological doctrine of the
Perfect Man (al-Insan al-Kamil). At the macro-structural tier, the research evaluates sovereign and
disciplinary relations alongside the ideological square, charting the systematic positive presentation
of the marginalized in-group and negative representation of the authoritarian out-group against the
backdrop of modern Iragi history.

3. Discussion and Findings

Correlating Nietzsche’s philosophical paradigms with Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive model reveals that
Nadeem’s narrative trajectory mirrors the three metamorphoses of the spirit. His initial endurance of
severe domestic subjugation embodies the camel stage; his rejection of institutional conditioning-
exemplified by resistance to enforced right-handedness and spatial confinement-signals the defiance
of the lion; and his eventual self-definition through the complementary acts of narrative composition
and notebook destruction manifests the autonomous, generative innocence of the child.
Concurrently, Iskandar Bak’s punitive practices transcend private domestic violence, functioning
instead as a microcosm of state authoritarianism in Iraq; the father embodies systemic disciplinary
power, while Nadeem’s psychological fracture mirrors societal devastation.Within this dynamic, the
Al-Shama’iyyah asylum operates as a heterotopic space whose inhabitants dramatize distinct facets
of the Nietzschean individual, thereby demonstrating how dominant systems categorize dissident
consciousness as madness to disarm its subversive potential.

4. Results

Textual and cognitive scrutiny substantiates several concrete realizations of the target discourse
throughout the novel. Primary conceptual metaphors-such as Wisdom is Madness, Life is an
Asylum, and Writing is Creation-consistently dismantle conventional premises of instrumental
sanity. Presuppositional structures establish rigorous intertextual affinities with The Brothers
Karamazov and Crime and Punishment, framing Nadeem’s rebellion against paternal supremacy as
an explicit break with inherited moral imperatives. Grammatical selections and speech-act
configurations reinforce this ideological polarization, setting the father’s coercive directives and
prohibitions (Write, Obey, Burn) against Nadeem’s interrogative, epistemically skeptical discourse.
Mediated by the ideological square, these discursive choices humanize the marginalized in-group
(Nadeem, fellow patients, and the narrator) as bearers of authentic existential clarity, while
associating the out-group (Iskandar Bak and Hajir) with dogmatic coercion, institutional violence,
and moral stagnation.



A Critical Discourse Analysis of Human and Wisdom in the Novel Untouched by Fire Based on the Theories of Niet... 85
5. Conclusion

Ma Lam Tamassahu al-Nar operates as an articulated mental model in which Abdul Khaliq al-Rikabi
refracts existential philosophy into narrative critique. By aligning micro-textual features with
Nietzschean concepts through a socio-cognitive lens, the narrative advances from immediate
documentary representation toward an ontological inquiry into Iragi identity amidst continuous
crisis. Ultimately, the novel posits that intellectual agency and existential reclamation require
dismantling entrenched patriarchal orthodoxies, interrogating instrumental reason, and cultivating an
autonomous will to meaning within conditions of collective ruin.
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The repertoire du texte is a Mechanism that opens the way to enter the
realm of text and discover its meanings and then organizes the reader’s
experiences in relation to the literary text within the textual spaces. the
repertoire du texte and its systematic approach are considered part of a
textual strategy, which requires the reader to have a knowledge of
references related to the text. This Mechanism was introduced by the
German thinker “Wolfgang Iser” as a strategy that aids the reader in
understanding literary texts. Iser emphasizes that a text dose not arise
from empty spaces; rather, every text has an archive, which is a collection
of necessary events that facilitate the communicative connection between
the text and its reader. The archive of a text organizes the reader’s allows
the reader to shape reference backgrounds according to the present age. It
means that the process of producing texts does not emerge or operate
from nothing or from empty spaces, but rather takes shape from a solid
framework of values, norms, and standards. In the article, Sa'ad
Muhammad Rahim using a descriptive-analytical method. His narratives
are recognized for their unique characteristics and are considered
unparalleled in terms of literary and technical aspects. Our examination
of these two narratives revealed that Rahim has attempted to engage the
reader through textual archiving and textual strategies, with the condition
that reader is familiar with the prior knowledge of the narrative text to the
extent that they can interpret the implications of the text and establish
appropriate connections with them. Rahim deliberately employs elements
of textual archiving, such as social, literary, historical and Quranic
contexts in the narratives of his works. His aim in doing so is to express
love for his homeland and to recount the tragic events that have befallen
Irag, as well as to describe the sufferings that war has imposed on his
compatriots for the reader.
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1. Introduction

Contemporary critical theories have focused on the reader due to their role in realizing the text and
constructing meaning through general strategies. One of the most prominent of these theories is the
Reception Theory, which has contributed significantly to the issues of reading, reception, and
theorization, transforming the course of literary and critical studies. Wolfgang Iser is considered one
of the pioneers of Reception Theory and is a professor at the University of Constance in Germany.
He presented a set of practical procedures that allowed readers to interact with literary texts to reach
the shared backgrounds between them, as literary works select their features from reality and carry
within them cultural burdens through which they build their overall structure. One of these (iser and
jauss) mechanisms is the "textual register,” introduced by Iser. The textual register or reservoir,
according to Iser, represents "a collection of specifications that the text absorbs from previously
known elements; these elements are not linked to previous texts but are more strongly connected to
social, historical standards, values, and the socio-cultural context from which the text originates,”
which is what the Prague School of Structuralism referred to as extraliterary reality. Saad
Mohammed Rahim is one of the most prominent contemporary Iragi novelists. In his works, he often
employs a collage style or engages in a dialogue between mediums and forms while renewing old
styles. His novels possess unique characteristics that make them distinctive as both literary and
artistic works. In this study, we chose two of his novels, "The Murder of the Book Seller" and
"Twilight of the Cranes,” from among his seven novels because Saad Mohammed focuses on
historical events while also addressing social issues, creating a unique narrative text through rich
literary taste and artistic imagination. Saad Mohammed has managed to blend real and fictional
events, resulting in a narrative that unfolds like a cinematic film before the audience and reader, with
precise details and significant elements. He portrays the state of Iraq in the latter half of the last
century, focusing on the social and literary issues of this country, presenting us with an authentic
image of it. Therefore, considering the content and text of the two novels, they can be classified as
war novels. Studying these novels from the perspective of textual register elements derived from
Reception Theory opens up avenues for understanding the aesthetics of the text, its creative values,
and Saad Mohammed Rahim's strategies in crafting narrative texts, in addition to providing an
accurate and thorough understanding of the period of American invasion and the wars with Iran and
Kuwait.

2. Methodology

The textual register organizes the reader's positions in relation to the text and, consequently, to the
spaces and reference systems embedded within it. It allows the reader to reshape the reference
backgrounds according to the present; this means that the process of producing texts does not
originate from nothing or move from a void; rather, it is supported by a reference framework of
values, norms, and standards. In this article, we employed a descriptive-analytical approach to
analyze and study two novels, "The Murder of the Book Seller" and "Twilight of the Cranes," by the
Iragi author Saad Mohammed Rahim, whose novels are characterized by unique features that make
them one of a kind as both literary and artistic works.

3.Discussion and Results

The reception theory is one of the most important theories of reading proposed by the Constance
School, which has formed a new critical perspective focusing on the importance of the reader and
their prominent role in interacting with texts. Wolfgang Iser is considered one of the foremost
pioneers of this theory, who primarily sought to renew literary communication between the text and
the reader by paying attention to both the text and the recipient. He employed several concepts for
reception theory, including the "textual register.” By "textual register,” Iser refers to the totality of
necessary agreements that establish a certain situation; that is, the text, at the moment of reading,
requires essential references for its meaning to be realized. These references pertain to everything
preceding the text, such as other texts, and everything external to it, including social, cultural, and
customary contexts and values. Saad Muhammad Rahim reflects his experiences from life in Iraq in
his novels, which are filled with suffering, sorrow, and grief—experiences that Iragis endured
throughout the wars that beset their homeland. Rahim has framed these experiences in a solid and
distinctive narrative form, equipping the texts of both novels with elements of the textual register,
including social, historical, heritage, and Quranic criteria. In this way, he compels the reader to
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reread the text and construct new meanings. In his novels, he reflects his love for his homeland;
hence, he employs two protagonists through whom he recalls the events of the catastrophe that befell
Irag and explains to the reader the suffering endured by his countrymen due to war.

4.Conclusion

Our reading of these two novels revealed that Saad Mohammed Rahim, in his works, sought to
engage the reader through the textual register and textual strategies. He requires the reader to be
familiar with the background knowledge of the narrative text in order to comprehend its meanings
and interact with it. Saad Mohammed Rahim employed elements of the textual register from social,
historical, heritage, and Quranic contexts in his narratives. His aim was to express his love for his
homeland and to recount the events of the catastrophe that Irag has endured, explaining to the reader
the suffering that the war inflicted upon his fellow countrymen. To achieve this, Saad Mohammed
Rahim used two protagonists in his novels (Mahmoud Marzouk and Kamal) as symbols of himself
and his homeland. Through these two characters, he provided the reader with specific information
about himself, his country Irag, and its history.
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The present study investigates the signs of the story "Al-Hi Al-Latini" by the
Lebanese novelist Sohail Idris (1924) based on the conditions and
mechanisms of emotional semiotics. Emotional semiotics takes its essence
from action semiotics; Therefore, before action, there is feeling; Therefore,
feelings and emotions are very important; Because there is no literary act
without emotions; Therefore, the necessity of a method that includes all the
ways of meaning is necessary. Among these methods, considering the
emotional and psychological dimension through openness to the essence, body
and emotions, which is evident in the researches of Grimas and Fontani, who
tried to give Shush credibility again. Based on this, the present research
examines the emotions that the hero has in his lived experience in the story.
The premise of his research is that boredom is the most important emotion of
the narrative, from which the main meaning is realized. The research method
is a descriptive-analytical method, where we implement Fontan's emotional
method on the discourse of the mentioned narrative, in a critical effort. The
results of the discussion indicate that boredom is the most important emotion
in the narrative, which causes the hero of the story to be in an emotional state
rather than in an active state, and in order to overcome this boredom, he
becomes an elusive person and Reality escapes from the hands of the police.
Also, the results of the discussion show that all efforts of emotions produce
nothing but nothing; Because the hero walks in the bed of weak emotions;
Something that causes him to subside and suppress his feelings and brings him
to the zero point and nowhere, where boredom welcomes him with open arms
and traps him, whether he is in Lebanon or in France This strengthens the
main hypothesis of the research.
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1- Introduction

Semiotics is one of the important approaches in modern literary studies. Unlike structuralism, which
mainly focuses on the internal structure of language and the relationship between signs and
meanings, modern semiotics pays attention to different aspects of human experience, including the
body, emotions, feelings, and perception. This development led to the emergence of the semiotics of
passions, which considers emotions as important elements in the production of meaning. Algirdas
Julien Greimas and Jacques Fontanille played an important role in developing this approach through
their book The Semiotics of Passions: From States of Affairs to States of Feeling. Their theory
focuses on the relationship between the subject, emotions, and actions and shows that meaning is not
produced only through actions but also through the emotional experiences of individuals. The
present study applies this approach to the novel Al-Hayy al-Latini by the Lebanese writer Suhayl
Idris. The novel describes the experiences of an unnamed protagonist who moves between Lebanon
and France and faces different emotional and identity conflicts. His experiences are marked by
confusion, instability, escape, and existential boredom. The novel provides a suitable context for
examining the role of emotions in the construction of meaning. Therefore, this study focuses on the
protagonist's emotional experiences and his continuous search for identity. It also examines how his
passions influence his understanding of himself, his relationships with others, and his experience of
different cultural environments.

2. Methodology

This study uses a descriptive-analytical method based on modern semiotics, particularly the theory
of the semiotics of passions developed by Greimas and Fontanille. This approach is used to analyze
the emotional experiences of the protagonist and explain their role in the production of meaning. The
analysis focuses on the main passions represented in the novel, including confusion, identity
instability, escape, and existential boredom. It also examines the relationship between the
protagonist's emotional states and his actions. Special attention is given to his position as a
passionate subject rather than an active subject, since his feelings and internal conflicts do not lead
to a clear and lasting transformation. Through this method, the study explores the emotional
structure of the novel and the connection between the protagonist's lived experiences and the
meaning of the narrative.

3.Results

The analysis reveals several important findings. First, confusion is one of the main passions
experienced by the protagonist after arriving in France. This feeling makes him uncertain about his
new environment and creates difficulties in adapting to different circumstances. Second, the
protagonist suffers from a continuous identity crisis. He searches for a stable identity in both
Lebanon and France, but he cannot find a lasting sense of belonging. His identity changes according
to different people, places, and experiences. Third, the protagonist is more of a passionate subject
than an active subject. He experiences many emotions, but these feelings rarely lead to meaningful
actions or lasting changes in his situation. Fourth, escape is an important part of his experience. He
repeatedly tries to escape from reality and find something new. However, every new experience
gradually becomes familiar and loses its attraction. Finally, existential boredom becomes the
dominant feeling in the protagonist's life. It follows him in both Lebanon and France and creates a
sense of emptiness and dissatisfaction. At the end of the narrative, his evaluation of his emotional
experiences also reflects a preference for European women over Eastern women.

4. Conclusion

This study concludes that the semiotics of passions is an effective approach to understanding the
emotional dimensions of Al-Hayy al-Latini. The analysis shows that the protagonist's emotions play
an important role in the production of meaning throughout the novel. His continuous search for
identity, his inability to adapt, and his attempts to escape from reality reveal a deep internal conflict.
Although he moves between different places and experiences new situations, he cannot overcome his
feelings of confusion and boredom. The study also demonstrates that changing the external
environment does not necessarily change the individual's internal condition. The protagonist remains
trapped in a cycle of emotional instability, escape, and dissatisfaction. Therefore, the novel presents
a character whose identity and experiences are mainly shaped by his passions. These emotions form
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an essential part of the narrative meaning and reveal the existential difficulties of the modern
individual
5. Following study
Suggestions for Further Studies Future studies can apply the semiotics of passions to other novels by
Suhayl Idris and examine the role of emotions in the production of literary meaning. Researchers can
also study identity crisis, cultural differences, alienation, and existential boredom in modern Arabic
novels. Furthermore, comparative studies can explore the representation of the passionate subject in
Arabic literature and investigate the relationship between emotions, cultural identity, and human
experience.
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